
 Galatians 4 P7 

GETTING THE GOSPEL RIGHT (GTGR) (GAL 4:12-20)  

The historical backdrop of the book of Galatians is a setting much like our own today. Those considered to be the “pillars” of the 
Christian Faith were getting the gospel wrong (2:9-11). The outdated methods of justification (i.e. the OC clean laws of circumcision, 
animal sacrifices, Sabbaths and ritual separation) were being touted as back in force. In other words, that the Gentiles needed to 
become Jewish proselytes in order to be saved (i.e. 2:14-16; v14 = “become/live like a Jew” = VIoudai<zw = to “judaize”, where the 

word “Judaizer” comes from – see also Est 8:17). Paul however would have no part in it. And that because he knew that the cutting 
off of old foreskins would also mean cutting off their relationship with Jesus and the justification offered through faith in Him (5:3-4). 
As such Paul goes on the offensive in this letter. He publicly attacks this “works of the law” addition to the gospel, as well as those 
promoting it (1:8-9, 2:11, 5:12). But it doesn’t stop there. Like all heresy, once ingested, its poison quickly spreads into other areas or 
facets of the Christian Faith (2Ti 2:17) – which in turn, also need to be remedied if the gospel is to be preserved. Paul’s mission in this 
letter is therefore much bigger than just righting the wrongs surrounding justification. It is about making sure that the Galatians 
were getting the gospel right at every level; that all aspects of their thinking that had been corrupted by this false gospel message 
were replaced by sound doctrine. In this respect, Paul provides the Galatians (and us) with a compendium of surgically precise, super 
effective biblical truths whose central focus and purpose is this very thing: getting the gospel right. In chapter 4, we are introduced 
to truths 13 and 14. These GTGR truths are not only adjacent to each other (#13 = vv8-11, #14 = vv12-20), but complementary as 
well. Whereas #13 tells us what we must “put off” if we are going GTGR, #14 informs us as to what we must “put on”. This dynamic 
of “put off and put on” are a common theme in Paul’s writing (e.g. Eph 4:22-24). What however makes it unique, is its presence in 
the Galatian letter.  Their inclusion here (along with Paul’s pivotal warning in v11) makes it clear that Paul saw them as gospel 
imperatives.   
 

14. GTGR means imitating the highly effective habits of Godly people. 

(12a) “Brothers, I entreat (de,omai= I beg 3:17) you, become as I am” = Imitate me!  

The habits to be imitated (in the first person for the sake of application): 

14.1. I change my theology every time God’s Word proves it to be wrong (12a-b). 

 Paul immediately changed his theology the moment he saw from God’s Word that he was in error. That change involved replacing 
the OC clean laws with faith alone in Christ as the means to his justification. As such, it also meant viewing the Gentiles as equal (v. 
inferior) heirs to the promises of God (3:28-29; Eph 2:19). 

14.2. My theology or allegiances are based on the truth of God’s Word alone and never consequence (12c-15). 

This too was true of the Apostle Paul – and at one time, the Galatians also. What they chose to believe as truth (i.e. justification for 
Jews and Gentiles alike through faith alone in Christ) - as well as who they considered their friends in the faith (v. their enemies –i.e. 
false teachers), was determined solely on what the Bible taught – even when such teaching might cause the pain of persecution, 
marginalization from the rest of so-called Christianity or loss of friendships and family.  In other words, the consequences were 
never a factor. The consequences Paul makes reference to in these verses (“a bodily ailment…my condition”) were those suffered by 
the hands of the Jews for preaching justification for all (incl. the Gentiles) w/o the need to observe the OC clean laws (i.e. become a 
Jew) in the Galatian cities of Iconium, Lystra and Derbe (2Ti 3:10-11; Act 13-14). 

14.3. My agenda/motive with others is gospel-centered (not self-serving). 

Anyone who claims to not have an agenda is lying. All people have an agenda since everybody has a motive (or motivation) for why 
they do what they do. The question is –is it good or bad? Is it gospel-centered (i.e. encouraging people to/in their saving relationship 
with Christ) or self-serving (i.e. what I do/say is ultimately to benefit me). Though both were apostles, Paul and Peter’s 
agendas/motives were diametrically opposed. Whereas Paul was very gospel-centered, Peter unfortunately was not (at least not at 
the time the Judaizers were troubling the Galatians). Paul takes it upon himself in these verses to reveal this difference (and to 
highlight the importance of this final GTGR habit).    

(17a) “They make much of you” = (zhlou/sin u`ma/j) = they are jealous for you, “but for no good purpose” = This is (of course) in 
reference to Peter and the Judaizers who were jealous for the Galatians (i.e. wanting them to be like them – 2:14; circumcised and 
follow the rest of the OC clean laws; WOTL) but not for the right reasons. IOW: their agenda/motive with these Gentile Christians 
was not ultimately gospel-centered but rather serving their own selfish desires. The fact that Paul makes such a serious accusation 
against Peter demonstrates the necessity of such accusations when people are being misled (e.g. 2Ti 2:17). 

 

Why Paul is not committing the sins of gossip/slander = Though we are not given the proof, the fact that this particular accusation is 
recorded in Scripture tells us that it must have been true (i.e. based on substantial witnesses/evidence – Deu 16:8-17:7, 19:15; Mat 
18:16; 1Ti 5:19).  



This is the common denominator and missing piece with gossip/slander. Neither can provide the required evidence/witnesses to 
support what is being stated (good or bad). As Christians we are not to practice gossip (claiming something as true when I don’t have 
the necessary evidence/witnesses – e.g. diet soda causes cancer) or slander (making moral claims about someone/something 
without the necessary evidence/witnesses – drinking alcohol is sinful) (Mat 15:19; Eph 4:31; Col 3:8; 1Pe 2:1).   Notice that in either 
case, what makes them wrong is not that something “bad” was said about someone/something (the usual perception w/in Christian 
circles). Lack of evidence is the issue. Once more, Paul (no doubt) had such evidence to support his accusations against the Judaizers 
and their self-serving agenda.  

What Paul reveals as their self-serving agenda = (17b) “They want to shut you out (evkklei/sai ùma/j = exclude you…as Gentiles) that 
you may make much of them (…as Jews)” =  This wb the result of the Galatian churches embracing the OC clean laws (i.e. the WOTL) 
and becoming Jewish proselytes. They would –in essence, be excluding/disqualifying their ethnic identities as Gentiles and exalting 
the identity of Jew as spiritually superior. In this way, the Judaizers would appease their national pride (as God’s “special people”) 
and achieve their goal of keeping all but Jews (and those willing to become Jews) from God’s salvific blessings. IOW: their motivation 
was ultimately racist, viewing everybody else as inferior to themselves as Jews. This again is why Paul says what he does in (3:28 and 
Eph 2:19).  This is why also Paul says what he does in (1Co 4:5). 

In this light consider the violation of (Joh 3:16), the words of Paul in (1Co 1:23) and who represents the “Judaizers” today (i.e. who 
still promotes/makes much of the Jews as the “special people of God” today?).   

Why (then) having the right agenda/motive is so important to GTGR = because it will effect your theology (or lack thereof).  

How it affected Peter and the Judaizers theology: 

14.3.1. They became gospel pragmatists (“the ends justify the means”) possessing a false gospel. 

By re-introducing the WOTL, to make the gospel more palatable to the Jews (who were for the most part rejecting it due in large 
part to the removal of the WOTL - 5:11), they ended up w/ a false gospel. 

14.3.2. They became hermeneutically sloppy and perverted/twisted the Bible’s teaching on the Law. 

 Their desire to remove the animosity of the Jews toward a works-free gospel (as well as preserve the identity of the Jews as the 
“special people of God”), ultimately led to legalism – adding to rather than upholding the Law (since Christ was the new clean law 
replacing the old – 1Co 6:11). Ironically, they did not see it that way. Instead they viewed the Christian gospel as failing to uphold the 
Law (Act 6:13-14 w/ 15:5). This is why Paul speaks the way he does in (Rom 3:31).  

Examples of both of these today =  Antinomians who preach the palatable “welfare gospel” of easy believism (get all of the benefits 
of heaven without the obligation/necessity of obedience; e.g. Jesus Plus Nothing Equals Everything, Tullian Tchividjian); who pervert 
the Bible’s teaching on the moral commands of the Law as no longer in force (e.g. of perverting/twisting the bible’s teaching on the 
Law – Rom 10:4 w/o 13:8-9) b/c they know this is at the heart of why people will not turn to Christ; b/c they (including those 
peddling this false gospel) are rebels and do not want to submit in obedience and live different (i.e. holy) from the world (2Pe 3:14-
18 in light of chs. 1 and 2).  

What follows in the remaining verses is Paul’s contrasting position/motivation with the Galatians. 

(18) “It is always good to be made much of (i.e. jealous) for a good purpose (w/good motives or a right agenda), and not only when 
I am present with you” = Demonstrating this final GTGR habit, Paul makes it clear that the attention he has given to them through 
his face to face visits - and even now though not “present” but through the writing of this letter, has always been gospel-centered. It 
has all be done w/ the hope that through such time and energy they will possess (and continue to possess) a saving relationship 
w/Jesus Christ. This was Paul’s agenda/motive with all the churches (e.g. Phi 1:21-27, 2:17; Col 1:28-29; 1Co 9;23; 2Co 2:15-17; 1Th 
2:9-12; 1Ti 1:3-5).  However, what such a righteous agenda meant for the Galatians was that Paul needed to exercise tough love. 

(19)“my little children, for whom I am again in the anguish of childbirth until Christ is formed in you!” = IOW: I am in fear that you 
have been severed from Christ (5:3-4); that you have lost your justification and need again to be restored to Christ. 

Aware of the damning place the Galatians were currently residing, Paul does not attempt to bring levity to the situation or pretend 
like it is something it is not (i.e. the acts of one whose agenda is ultimately self-serving- they attempt to relieve the tension b/c of 
how uncomfortable it makes THEM feel), rather he expresses to them exactly where they stand and his grave concern for them – a 
concern he wishes he could demonstrate in person.  

(20)“I wish I could be present with you now and change my tone, for I am perplexed about you” = IOW: My greatest desire (born 
out of my righteous, gospel-centered agenda) is that I could personally demonstrate my concern through a tone of voice which is 
very unpleasant/harsh (since that is one of the reasons God has given us the ability to produce changes in tone of voice – to express 
concern/disappoint/condemnation in an effective way). Jesus understood this and used change of tone/harsh words with those He 
was attempting to reach (e.g. Mar 16:14 - wvnei,disen =to heap insult through tone or words). 

Conclusion: What it means to have a righteous, gospel centered agenda/motive with others (i.e. what it includes according to what 
we witness in the actions of the apostle Paul w/the Galatians) = “quit treating a turd like a twinkie.” 


