
 Galatians 4 P5 

GETTING THE GOSPEL RIGHT (GTGR) (GAL 4:12-20)  

The historical backdrop of the book of Galatians is a setting much like our own today. Those considered to be the 
“pillars” of the Christian Faith were getting the gospel wrong (2:9-11). The outdated methods of justification (i.e. the OC 
clean laws of circumcision, animal sacrifices, Sabbaths and ritual separation) were being touted as back in force. Paul 
however would have no part in it. And that because he knew that the cutting off of old foreskins would also mean 
cutting off their relationship with Jesus and the justification offered through faith in Him (5:3-4). As such Paul goes on 
the offensive in this letter. He publicly attacks this “works of the law” addition to the gospel, as well as those promoting 
it (1:8-9, 2:11, 5:12). But it doesn’t stop there. Like all heresy, once ingested, its poison quickly spreads into other areas 
or facets of the Christian Faith (2Ti 2:17) – which in turn, also need to be remedied if the gospel is to be preserved. Paul’s 
mission in this letter is therefore much bigger than just righting the wrongs surrounding justification. It is about making 
sure that the Galatians were getting the gospel right at every level; that all aspects of their thinking that had been 
corrupted by this false gospel message were replaced by sound doctrine. In this respect, Paul provides the Galatians 
(and us) with a compendium of surgically precise, super effective biblical truths whose central focus and purpose is this 
very thing: getting the gospel right. In chapter 4, we are introduced to truths 13 and 14. These GTGR truths are not only 
adjacent to each other (#13 = vv8-11, #14 = vv12-20), but complementary as well. Whereas #13 tells us what we must 
“put off” if we are going GTGR, #14 informs us as to what we must “put on”. This dynamic of “put off and put on” are a 
common theme in Paul’s writing (e.g. Eph 4:22-24). What however makes it unique, is its presence in the Galatian letter.  
Their inclusion here (along with Paul’s pivotal warning in v11) makes it clear that Paul saw them as gospel imperatives.   

 

14. GTGR means imitating the highly effective habits of Godly people. 

“Brothers, I entreat (de,omai= I beg ) you, become as I am” = Imitate me! It is not uncommon for Paul to make this kind 
of request of those he is writing to (e.g. 1Co 4:16, 11:1; Phi 3:17). As Christians, we are called to imitate those who lead 
us since they have proven by the outcome of their lives to be our examples (Heb 13:7; 1Ti 3:1-7). 

The difference between what Paul does here (calling for imitation) and arrogance = Something/someone is only guilty of 
arrogance if they boast of what they do not have (consider Isa 16:6 v. Jer 9:23-24). This is why the Bible sees 
disobedience as arrogance and obedience as humility since such actions are a declaration of who we believe to be the 
authority (iow: when we disobey, we are arrogantly “boasting” in authority we do not have, to do what we want; 
whereas obedience makes no such boast and is therefore humble/submissive to the authority over us – 1Co 5:6; Jam 
4:16). 

The habits to be imitated (in the first person for the sake of application): 

 

14.1. I change my theology every time God’s Word proves it to be wrong ((12)). 

 “become as I am, for I also have become as you are” = Paul is referring to his own theological change from seeing the 
OC clean laws as his justification, to faith in Christ alone. In this way, he became “as” the Gentiles (i.e. a person not 
observing the OC clean laws). As such consider what this practically means: 

14.1.1. Paul had no sacred cows (but God’s Word).  

IOW: Paul didn’t think that whatever theology was established before him was the “be all end all” (like many do 
today w/ the Reformation. They are like the other Jewish leaders, believing that whatever was already there was 
good enough  - see Luk 5:33-39). Once however, Jesus showed Paul His connection to the Scripture (and the 
fulfillment of the clean laws), Paul did not hesitate to change his theology, nor worry about what “camp” that 
would put him in/out of (Act 9:1-20 = Notice, that once Paul heard from the glorified Jesus, he immediately 
changed and began to proclaim it  - zero hesitation; Act 26:12-23 = These verses make it clear that what Paul 
received from Jesus on the Damascus Road was more than just His identity as Lord/God. Jesus also made the 
necessary connections theologically from God’s Word – just as He did w/His other disciples – e.g. Luk 24:27, 44-
45).  

Consider the cost Paul would incur for changing his theology  = persecution/condemnation from the Jews – his 
blood family and academic associates  (e.g. Act 9:23-25, 14:19, 21:27-31; 2Co 11:24); admitting his wrong –even 
costing someone their life [Stephen] (1Ti 1:13). 

Consider also the arrogance of thinking we are smarter/better than Paul (i.e. I don’t have any theology that 
needs to change) = (Gal 1:14). 

Both Paul and Jesus speak to such “spiritual/theological arrogance” and where it gets you (1Co 2:6-8 w/ 1:22-
26; Joh 9:40-41) 

 



 

14.1.2. Paul did not allow the fact that he was already a genuine follower of God (i.e. believer) excuse him 
from needing to change his theology (when it was proven false) (Phi 3:1-9 w/1Ti 1:12-13). 

This no doubt is why Paul says what he does in (2Co 10:5). 

 

14.1.3. Paul continued to be teachable and ready to change his theology should it be shown to be wrong from 
God’s Word (e.g. Gal 2:2). 

Why we must be teachable and ready to change when our theology is shown to be wrong (2Ti 2:15-19).  

 

14.1.4. Paul knew that such theological changes were a demonstration of his love for Christ and Christ’s 
Lordship over his life (1Co 2:9, 16:22; 2Co 5:11-15). 

One of the greatest ways Christian parents lose the respect of their children is through demonstrating a refusal 
to change their theology when it has been proven wrong from Scripture (or an unwillingness to reason from 
Scripture and put it to the test). It is hard to respect a person who claims to follow Christ yet does not 
demonstrate their love for Him through submission/change. 

 

Conclusion: Do we love and submit to Christ’s Lordship?  

Examples of theological change at DSC:  

Lord’s Table (2Th 2:15 w/Act 20:7; Mat 26:29 w/1Co 11:16-21 w/1Co 5:6-8). 

Regeneration (Eph 2:1-8; Col 2:13-14; Joh 1:12-13, 3:1-15 w/Jer 31:31-34 w/Eze 36:22-28;Rom 4-6; Tit 3:1-7; Psa 
51:11; 1Sa 16:14; Eph 4:30; 1Th 5:19). 

Diakonos (1Ti 3:8-13) 

Justification (1Co 6:11, 9:27, 10:1-12; Rom 11:22; Col 1:22; 1Th 3:5; Heb 3:12-19, 6:4-8, 10:24-30, 12:15-17; 2Pe 
1:9, 2:1-2, 20-22, 3:14-17; 2Jo 1:8-9; Jud 5; Rev 3:3-6; Gal 4:11, 5:4). 

Church Discipline (Mat 18:15-20). 

Eschatology (Rev w/Mat 23:32-24:35) 

Election? (1Th 1:3-4 w/3:5; Rom 9:11-24 w/11:22; Eph 1:3-13 w/4:30 w/ 5:1-7) 

 


