
 Galatians 4 P2 

GETTING THE GOSPEL RIGHT (GTGR) (GAL 4:1-7)  

The book of Galatians is Paul’s attempt to convince the Gentile Christians -  who made up the majority of the membership in those 
churches located in the region of Galatia,  that they were not second class citizens in the kingdom of God. The reason for thinking 
such things was due to the fact that several of Christianity’s Jewish elite (i.e. Peter and James) were essentially making that claim 
(e.g. 2:12). To truly be the people of God, a person needed to observe the OC clean laws- those laws which also defined and 
identified a person as a Jew (i.e. the OC people of God). This view however was both wrong (i.e. the people of God under the NC 
were not exclusively Jews – but Christians, any person committed to faith and faithfulness to Christ), and a false gospel message 
(since adding anything to faith and faithfulness to Christ is a damning distraction). Therefore, Paul’s supreme purpose for writing this 
letter was to make sure the Galatians were getting the gospel right.  And this continues to serve as its purpose today: to make sure 
that we not only understand what doctrines/ principles are necessary for getting the gospel right, but also that we as Gentile 
Christians are equal members and heirs to the promises of God’s family/kingdom (w/our Jewish brethren) through faith and 
faithfulness to Christ alone.  It is in respect to this agenda, that Paul establishes his 12th “GTGR truth”. 

12. GTGR means understanding the biblical doctrine of adoption (3:25-4:7). 

Paul’s teaching on adoption in the book of Galatians is the most comprehensive and concise study in the entire NT on this incredibly 
important soteriological truth. What - among other things Paul teaches us about adoption that demonstrates its relevance/ 
importance to GTGR : 

12.1. Adoption (i.e. becoming covenant sons/daughters of God) is the product of our justification by faith – not our birth (3:25-26) (Joh 1:12-13).  

12.2. Adoption is received in our baptism (the place we formerly express faith in Christ) (3:27) (Act 2:38; 1Pe 3:21).  

12.3. Adoption biblically understood, is the cure to a damning ecclesiology (since baptism was given to the church) (Mat 16:19; Mat 18:17-18; Mar 
16:14-16 w/Joh 20:23). 

12.4. Adoption into the family of God is only b/c of our marital union w/Christ (3:27 - “put on Christ” = evnedu,sasqe= lit. to clothe oneself in) (Rev 
7:9, 14). It is therefore more accurate to say that we are the sons/daughters-in-law of God (our Father-in-law).  

12.5. Adoption into the family of God has removed all prohibitions that may have existed due to race, gender or social status. IOW: we have equal 
standing (and therefore) equal accessibility to God (3:28) (Eph 2:11-19) (Consider again the historical relevance of this truth – Gal 2:11-14).   

12.6. Adoption makes us also the true offspring and heirs (i.e. sons) of Abe (3:29). 

*anticipated question/opposition: Aren’t the Jews already the covenant sons/daughters of God (Deu 14:1)? What value therefore does adoption 
have for us—and what does this say about our prior status as heirs/children of God?  

12.7. Before Adoption, being a covenant son/daughter (i.e. a Jewish “heir” under the OC) was like being a baby (i.e. no freedom or ability to enjoy 
the family inheritance –“no different than a slave, though he is the owner of everything” =  OT promises of God) (4:1-3).  

12.8. Adoption is the sign that Dispensationalism is heretical nonsense. 

Though only a few hundred years old, Dispensationalism is the most popular system of interpreting the Bible in the world today. 
Estimates of those following Dispensationalist beliefs vary between 18-25 million in the United States alone.1 In relation to 
Americans professing to be Evangelicals, this means that 1 out of every 3 will be a Dispensationalist2. It means also that this is a 
system we will encounter (or may already embrace). 

What Dispensationalism teaches: because the Jews rejected Jesus as Messiah, God will not fulfill His OT promises to the Jews until 
His return (i.e. during the “Millennial Reign of Christ”). This period follows shortly after what is known as the “Great Tribulation”, a 
time when the majority of Jews and the nation of Israel will recognize Jesus as Messiah/Christ. As such, the church will also not 
realize any of the blessings/promises of God made to OC Israel until this time. The church is therefore seen as distinct from Israel, 
God possessing two different peoples as part of His redemptive plan. In other words, Dispensationalism - like Peter and the 
Judaizers, views the Church as second-class citizens! 

 “Dispensationalists believe that the nation of Israel is distinct from the Christian Church, and that God has yet to fulfill his promises 
to national Israel. These promises result in a millennial kingdom. Dispensationalists also believe that Israel as a nation will turn and 
embrace Jesus as their Messiah (i.e. a “future Jewish revival”) right before his second coming, during the Great Tribulation. 
(Dispensationalists never see the church) as replacing (or receiving beforehand) the promises (made) to its original audience, Israel” 
(Wikipedia) 

 

                                                           
1  “A Case for Historic Premillennialism”, edited by Craig L. Blomberg, Sung Wook Chung, p28.  

2 Current studies put those professing to be Evangelical Christians at around 70 million people (e.g. 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/blackwhiteandgray/2013/03/how-many-americans-are-evangelical-christians-born-again-christians/) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Children_of_Israel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_coming
http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=huMlsCYyI5YC&pg=PT29


However, the teaching on adoption in verses (4-7) is in complete antithesis to such thinking making it both heretical and nonsensical. 
According to Paul:  

12.8.1. The time of fulfillment was during Christ’s first advent (v. His second advent as Dispensationalism teaches) (4a).  

(4a) “But when the fullness (plh,rwma= fulfillment; Rom 13:10) of time had come” = when the time for fulfillment (of the OT 
promises) had come; “God sent His Son, born of woman” = His first advent; (Eph 1:7-10…Notice what was included in this 
“fulfillment of time…set forth in Christ” = v11). 

12.8.2. Jesus was an OC Jew with the purpose of bringing the promises of the Jewish people to fulfillment through His Church (4-5). 

(4b) “born under the law” = a Jew under the OC. The phrase “under the law” is a common way for Paul to refer to someone who 
was a part of/under the jurisdiction of the OC (e.g. Rom 2:12; 1Co 9:20-21).  

(5) “to redeem” = lit. to buy back or deliver. When used in relation to humans it most often is in reference to their moral condition 
(e.g. Col 1:14; Rom 3:24);  “those who were under the law, (i.e. the Jews) so that we (Jews3) might receive adoption as sons” = 
Adoption is a term unique to the NT; a reality viewed as future to the OC Israelite (Rom 9:4). And that because the word “adoption” 
(ui`oqesi,a) literally means “full enjoyment of the privileges”(i.e. those privileges associated with the OT promises of God’s New 
Kingdom of Abundant Life to come –one Israel under the OC failed to realize – Heb 8:6-9) . This no doubt is adoption’s main focus 
since this is the overarching concern and connection made by all the biblical authors when considering the subject of redemption. 
IOW: they did not view redemption as the end in and of itself4. Rather, they saw it as the doorway (i.e. means) to experiencing God’s 
OT promises/blessings (e.g. Eze 36:22-38 - notice this is the position of God Himself!). This is why Paul then connects redemption to 
adoption here.  It is biblical theology not systematic theology that is of central interest to Paul. So then, Paul (and the biblical 
writers) saw redemption and the promises as one package deal: where there is redemption, there is also the realization of the 
promises. Plugging this back into the former analogy of babies (vv1-3), it is through the redeeming work of Christ that God’s plan of 
salvation “grew up” (i.e. made those receiving it also full heirs to His promises as sons) Hence, why Paul says what he does in (2Co 
1:20)! As such, where Paul viewed these promises being realized was not in some future Israel, but the reconstituted Israel of the 
Church (v. the Church as a different people from Israel). In this light consider his closing words in 6:16 and their encouragement to 
the Galatians!). 

12.8.3. It is redemption – not Jewish acceptance of Christ, that is the key to fulfillment of the promises (5). 

Further analysis of verse 5 makes it clear that the prerequisite to receiving adoption (i.e. the OT privileges/promises) is the 
redemption found in Christ: 

(5) “to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.” 

Since however redemption was also an OT reality (though the promises were not afforded through it), what also becomes clear is 
that Christ’s redemption must be different in nature from its OT predecessor (i.e. payment justification v. passover justification – 
Rom 3:24-25).  As such, it was this (the OC clean laws inability to provide true redemption)-- and not (as Dispensationalism teaches) 
the Jewish rejection of Jesus as Messiah, that proved to be the obstacle to fulfillment (Heb 8:13, 9:8-15, 10:1-18).   

12.8.4. It is only because redemption has come to the Jews, that the Gentiles can also share in their abundance (6-7). 

The “you” of these two verses refers to the Gentiles - the ethnic majority of those within the Galatian churches (consider: 1:2-3, 6-9, 
3:1-6 ).  Paul is therefore now taking the truth established in (1-5 regarding the Jews) and applying to Gentile believers. As such, 
what Paul is essentially saying in verses (6-7) can be amplified with the following (see italics): 

“And because you Gentile believers are sons along with the Jewish believers, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, 
crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ So this means you are no longer a slave either, but a son like your Jewish brethren, and if a son, then an heir 
through God able also to partake of the promises.”   

The point then not to miss: it is only because Jews are experiencing salvation and the blessing of the adoption associated with the 
NC, that Gentiles can share in this blessing as well - a reality the Galatians had no reason to question based on their Spirit-led 
experience of calling God “Abba!, Father!”  To question/deny their inclusion into the family because they did not observe the OC 
clean laws, was to equally question/deny the validity of this intimate experience – which (no doubt) is Paul’s reason for appealing to 
it here. Though it may seem that Paul had entered onto a theological “rabbit trail” in his discussions on adoption, one only needs to 
consider again the historical setting/circumstances that prompted Paul to pen this letter to realize both how he is now making the 
connection back to the Galatian Gentile Christians –and why such a path was navigated to begin with.  Adoption of the world (i.e. 
Gentiles) into God’s salvific family (and its subsequent blessings) has always been contingent upon God beginning that process first 
with Israel (as promised through the prophets – see Act 15:14-18; Amo 9:11-12; Isa 11:10-12, 59:19-60:3; Mic 4:1-2; Rom 15:5-9). 
And according to Paul that process has started through the work of Christ (again vv4-5). In other words, the idea that God’s blessings 
(i.e. those things associated w/adoption) awaits some “future Jewish revival” is completely unnecessary and unsubstantiated.  

Conclusion: Killing the Dispensational “sacred cow” (Romans 11). 

                                                           
3 “It is important to bear in mind that the ‘we’ in ‘we might receive’ must be taken in the same way it has been used since at least 2:11-14, namely it 
refers to ‘we’ Jews, or in this case ‘we Jewish Christians’.” – Ben Witherington III (Galatians, p.289) 

4 This way of thinking about redemption is common among Christians today possibly because they view it as a sign of ungratefulness to expect 
anything more/beyond pardon for their sins.     


