
How Churches Fail In Their Response To Revealed Sin 

 

Revealed sin (def.) = Sin that has become known to the elders or congregation by way of confession or 

other means. 

1. By being afraid of the stigma associated with revealed sin (Job 31:33-34). 

The consequence = Superficiality and hypocrisy (Mat 23:25-27) 

2. By forgetting this is the sign of a vibrant and valid ministry (Act 19:19-20; Mat 21:32; Joh 15:1-2; Rev 

3:19; e.g. 18th and 19th century Revivals and Great Awakening). 

The consequence = Emotional hijacking and Elijah complex (1Ki 19:14,18) 

3. By allowing those involved to isolate themselves (Pro 18:1; Jam 4:8; Heb 10:25 w/Eph 1:22-23). 

The consequence = Self-deception and apostasy (Heb 10:26-30) 

4. By refusing to unconditionally forgive and gently restore where it is possible and when it is time 

(Luk 17:1-10; 1Th 5:15; Gal 6:1; Heb 6:4-6; 2Co 2:6-7). 

The consequence = Satanic manipulation and no forgiveness from God (2Co 2:10-11; Mat 6:14-15) 

5. By perverting (rather than seeking) justice in relation to sin (Deu 16:19-20). 

What it looks like: 

5.1. Letting feelings rule over facts in determining innocence/guilt (Col 2:18; Deu 17:4-6) 

5.2. Restricting/removing God’s Word in determining justice (Hab 1:4 – this is most of Evangelical 

Christianity that does not allow God’s Word determine what is justice instead seeing the majority of 

their bibles as no longer authoritative – e.g. Dispensationalism; Mat 5:17; justice becomes a democratic 

endeavor – Col 2:8) 

5.3. Fearing/condemning justice (e.g. “justice will destroy me/my family”; Jesus condemned justice at 

the cross – vs. Jesus upheld justice and condemned sin – Rom 3:26, 31, 8:3-4; sin destroys, justice 

restores; even the secular justice system views its actions as restorative not destructive).  

5.4. Exercising bias or partiality (the person rather than the crime determines the punishment – 1Ti 5:21; 

Deu 16:19). 

5.5. Seeking mercy before justice (mercy can only be sought once justice is sought/served - e.g. salvation 

is only available to those commit to repent/seek justice; restoration is an act of mercy but can only take 

place once justice has been served; Luk 19:8-10; 2Co 2:6; consider also Psa 18:26 and Jam 4:6) 

5.6. Feeling sorry for the guilty or treating the perpetrator as the victim (Deu 19:21a; e.g. righteous 

regret, victim remorse) 

5.7. Forgetting to protect/care for the innocent (Exo 23:6; Deu 24:17) 

5.8. Executing unfair discipline/punishment. This includes not excommunicating for capital crimes (1Co 

5:2, 13; Deu 19:21b) 



5.9. Believing forgiveness, love or Christ’s cross-work/justification completely negates the need to 

pursue justice/discipline/punishment (internally/externally) (Heb 12:14; Rom 13:5; 1Co 6:8-11) 

5.10. Thinking justice/discipline/punishment is only for the unrepentant and repentance requires only 

contrition and confession (Mat 18:15-20 w/Deu 16:18-17:13, 19:15-21 and Lev 19:15-18; Luk 3:7-14; 2Co 

7:9-11) 

5.11. Questioning/condemning God’s control, competency and character by not accepting the outcome 

(Gen 18:25; Psa 18:30; 1Pe 2:23, 4:19) 

5.12. Refusing to recognize/honor or cooperate with God’s appointed judges (internally/externally) (Deu 

16:18, 17:9-10; Rom 13:1-5). 

The consequence = Evil abounds and the innocent/righteous suffer (Ecc 8:11) 

6. By not using these circumstances to exhort God’s people to examine themselves and make sure 

they are not being deceived by – but rather dealing justly with, their sin (2Co 13:1-5; Heb 3:12-14). 

The consequence = A pastor not properly loving and building up his flock (2Co 13:5-10) 

CONCLUSION: Churches (or people) that continue to fail in their response to revealed sin are churches 

(or people) in sin and in serious danger of continuing as a covenant community that Christ recognizes 

and will bless. 


