
MATTHEW INTRODUCTION PART 1 

 

The introduction to any book of the Bible is just as important for us to understand as what we find within its pages. 
As a matter of fact, it is only when we have taken the time to introduce ourselves to the book, that we have the 
tools necessary to correctly exegete and exposit its content.  Such introductory knowledge is obtained by asking 
the questions of Who? When? How? What? Why? and Where? 
 
1. (Who?) is the author of the book? 
 
The external evidence is unanimous that the author is the same as the 8th listed apostle, Matthew the tax collector 
(Mat 10:2-3). 
 
“John the elder and apostle ascribes the first gospel to the apostle Matthew.” – Papias (70 – 163 AD, Apostolic 
Father and Bishop of Hierapolis who personally met/knew and sat under the teaching of the apostle John) 
 
1.1. What we know about Matthew: 
 
1.1.1. He was a Jew from the tribe of Levi (Mar 2:14; Luk 5:27). 
 
1.1.2. He was (as mentioned) a tax collector. 
 
Though we tend to immediately view this career as sinful, it could be righteous (Luk 3:12-13). 
 
Matthew (unfortunately) represented the worst kind of tax-collector:  

 
 1.1.2.1 He was exploiting the people (Mat 9:9-13). 
  
 “The Romans appropriated a long-standing system of tolls and duties collected at port…crossing points  
 between frontiers, and at tax offices (or booths) near city gates. Rates varied from 2 to 5 percent of value, 
 but goods were subject to multiple taxation on long journeys. The complexity of the tax system and the 
 assessor’s power to determine value allowed for injustice…and encouraged dishonesty…These individuals 
 [the tax-collectors] were private contractors who undertook the service for profit. The highest bidder paid 
 [Rome] its money in advance, and…made his living on the tolls and commissions. The practice of selling 
 the office built into the system a disregard for the taxpayer: the highest bid translated into the most 
 inflated assessments and highest commissions.” – T.E. Schmidt 
 
 1.1.2.2. He was (as a result) viewed by his people as a sinful traitor (Mat 9:9-11; Mar 2:14-16; Luk 5:27-
 30, 19:7). 
 
 Jewish tax-collectors who exploited the Jewish people were seen as among the worst sinners – equal to 
 prostitutes (Mat 21:32). 
 
 “The rabbis regarded as unclean any house entered by a tax-farmer [i.e. tax collector] ...While scorned 
 primarily for their dishonesty, collectors were despised for their collusion with Rome…To a fiercely 
 independent people [i.e. the Jews] who did not understand or acknowledge the military and economic 
 security afforded by the Roman presence, taxation was a painful symbol of conquest. Jewish labor 
 enriched a distant idolater and his local military representatives.” – T.E. Schmidt 
 
 1.1.2.3. In addition, Matthew had probably come into his initial wealth for purchasing his tax-booth 
 through  practicing usury among his own people. 
 
 “The fact that the tax-farmer [i.e. tax-collector] advanced the money [to Rome in purchasing his right to 
 demand taxes], meant that he had excessive wealth to begin with, and in an agrarian subsistence 
 economy, usury [i.e. extremely high-interest loans] was the most common source of such portable 
 wealth.” – T.E. Schmidt 
 
 Could this be what Zacchaeus is referring to? (Luk 19:8 – “defrauded” [sukofante,w] = to oppress; Exo 
 22:25) 

 
1.1.3. He (Matthew) however repented and left behind his sinful past the moment he met Jesus (Mat 9:9; 2Co 
6:1-2). 
 
(As we have already seen) Jesus would later pick him to be one of the famous 12 apostles, which meant also:   

  
 1.1.3.1. He would be one of the few to be w/Jesus from the beginning of His public ministry until His 

 death, resurrection and ascension back to heaven –of which he served as a personal eyewitness (Mat 
 28:16; Act 1:22). 

 
 1.1.3.2. He was endowed with miraculous powers (Mat 10:1; Act 2:43, 5:12; consider also 2Co 12:12). 



 1.1.3.3. He was a key decision-maker at the greatest Christian conference/council ever held1 (Act 15:2-6, 
 22-23). 

 
 1.1.3.4. Made a founding member of the greatest and most powerful kingdom on earth (Eph 2:20; Mat 
 16:18-19). 
 
1.1.4. What also may have been true of Matthew is that He was: 
   
 1.1.4.1. Married to a Christian woman who travelled with him in ministry (1Co 9:5). 
   

 1.1.4.2. The brother of the apostle James the younger (Mar 2:14 w/Mat 10:3; Mar 15:40) and   
 cousin of Jesus. 
 
 “Mary, mother of James the Less and Joseph, wife of Alphaeus was the sister of Mary the   
 mother of the Lord.” – Papias 

 
1.2. Three plausible reasons for the Holy Spirit’s choice of Matthew to write Jesus’ first biopic: 
 
1.2.1.  He direct knowledge of most events. 
 
(As discussed) Matthew was w/Jesus throughout the majority of Jesus’ earthly ministry which means that  most of 
what Matthew is sharing (in his gospel) comes from firsthand experience. Not only that, but as a close relative to 
Jesus, he would have experienced receiving the news of Mary’s pregnancy and Jesus birth (i.e. all those events 
which took place before His public ministry). 
 
1.2.2. His pedigree as a Levite. 
 
It can be assumed that the training afforded to Levite children would have been more than that of other Hebrew 
children since it is their tribe/clan who were originally appointed to be the teachers of Israel (Lev  10:11). Hence, 
not only would Matthew have been brought up on the teachings of the “Law and Prophets”, but also equipped to 
discern the parallel patterns and theological significance of Israel’s Old Covenant history when compared with New 
Covenant Israel in/through the person of Christ. As such, Matthew’s talent as a gospel-writer is unique: he allows 
us to see how God’s prior working among His people was not arbitrary, but rather crucial to identifying Jesus as 
God’s Messiah. It is also Matthew’s skill in this way, which allows us to see the New Testament as intimately 
connected (versus contrary) to the  Old (Mat 13:52; e.g. the events of OC Israel’s Exodus: Baptism in the Red Sea, 
Testing in the Wilderness,  Meeting w/Moses and God on the Mtn compared w/ Jesus [as the new Israel – Gal 3:16 
and “new exodus”]: He is Baptized [Mat 3], Tested in the wilderness [Mat 4], Meets w/the people on the Mtn as 
Moses and God [Mat 5]). 
 
“Matthew’s gospel provides the perfect canonical transition from the Old Testament to the New” – Keith Mathison 
 
1.2.3. His sordid past which guaranteed a real passion for God’s Law in his conversion and Christian life. 
 
Matthew’s attention to God’s Law as the centerpiece of Jesus’ message and ministry is tantamount to any of the 
other gospel writers. No doubt due to fact that he was (at one time) one of its worst violators (Luk 7:47)  
 
1.3. What Jesus choosing Matthew to be His apostle reveals about our God and His redemptive plan: 
 
1.3.1. He is not scared off by even the worst of people. 
 
Matthew is a good example of the kinds of people God is willing to forgive. This is the message others need to hear 
– no one is “too bad” for God (1Co 6:9-11; 2Ti 1:15). 
 
1.3.2. He has the ability to change anybody, no matter how hopeless it may seem. 
 
Matthew’s moral transformation proves that there is no one God cannot save. Oftentimes, it is the ones we count 
out that end up becoming the most committed Christians (Mat 19:21-26; Jer 32:17; e.g. Act 9:13-16). 
 
1.3.3. He intends on shattering our spiritual expectations/agendas/preferences. 
 
Matthew as Messiah’s author and apostle is something no one would have predicted. God’s unconventional ways 
are what we must learn to accept as part of the Christian life (1Co 1:26-31; also consider how messy the Christian 
life is! Paul witnessed this firsthand and no doubt, was not what he originally expected).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
1 My reason for claiming Jerusalem Council to be the greatest Christian conference ever held is simple: it is the only one to be attended by 
apostles!  



2. (When?) was the book written? 
 
The answer to this question requires the consideration of the following: 
 
2.1. It must have been before 70 AD. 
 
It is incomprehensible to think that Matthew would not extend his gospel to include the 70 AD destruction of 
Jerusalem if he had indeed completed his work after this date.  Jesus’ prophecy about it almost 40 years prior, and 
the impact the recording of such an event could have in the successful propagation of his work, would have most 
assuredly meant its inclusion. 
 
“None of the Gospels mention the destruction of the Jewish temple in A.D. 70. This is significant because Jesus had 
prophesied concerning the temple when He said ‘As for these things which you are looking at, the days will come 
in which there will not be left one stone upon another which will not be torn down,’ (Luk 21:6, see also Mat 
24:1, Mar 13:1). This prophecy was fulfilled in A.D. 70 when the Romans sacked Jerusalem and burned the temple. 
The gold in the temple melted down between the stone walls, and the Romans took the walls apart, stone by 
stone, to get the gold.  Such an obvious fulfillment of Jesus' prophecy most likely would have been recorded as 
such by the Gospel writers who were fond of mentioning fulfillment of prophecy if they had been written after 
A.D. 70. Also, if the Gospels were fabrications of mythical events, then anything to bolster the Messianic claims--
such as the destruction of the temple as Jesus said--would surely have been included. But, it was not included 
suggesting that the Gospels (at least Matthew, Mark, and Luke) were written before A.D. 70.” – Matt Slick 
 
Additionally, we have the witness of Jude, written before 70 AD as the final installment to the NT canon (Jud 1:3). 
 
2.2. It was likely before the writing of Mark. 
 
Early (and the majority of) Church History believed Matthew was penned before Mark. 
 
“I accept the traditional view of the four gospels which alone are undeniably authentic in the Church of God on 
earth. First to be written was…Matthew. Next came that of Mark…” – Origen 
 
“The view held almost without exception by the church until the middle of the nineteenth century [was] that 
Matthew was the earliest gospel to be written.” – R.T. France 
 
Also according to tradition is the fact that Mark is a summary of Peter’s preaching in Rome which took place 
sometime in the 60’s. And that Matthew’s gospel was completed (at the time) of such teaching.  
 
“So brightly shone the light of true religion on the minds of Peter’s hearers [in Rome] that, not satisfied with a 
single hearing or with oral teaching of the divine message, they resorted to appeals of every kind to induce Mark, 
as he was a follower of Peter, to leave them in writing a summary of the instruction they had received by word of 
mouth, nor did they let him go till they had persuaded him, and thus became responsible for the writing of what is 
known as the Gospel according to Mark.” – Eusebius 
 
“Matthew also issued a written Gospel among the Hebrews in their own dialect, while Peter and Paul were 
preaching at Rome [60’s AD], and laying the foundations of the Church.” – Irenaeus 
 
As such, the conclusion that can be safely drawn is that Matthew completed his gospel biopic sometime in the 
60’s. 
 
3. (How?) relevant is the book to our Christian lives today? 
 
Matthew’s relevance is easily discernible when one considers the wealth of topics/issues that are addressed 
through its established instruction. For example: 
 
3.1. Repentance: How do we know when someone is truly repentant for what they have done? (Mat 3) 
 
3.2. Divorce: Is it ever biblical or approved by God? (Mat 5, 19) 
 
3.3. Government: How should we respond to their abuse/injustice? (Mat 5, 17) 
 
3.4. Financial Investment: What is the sure-fire way to make the most of my money? (Mat 6, 12) 
 
3.5. Forgiveness: What does it look like in relation to others and is it necessary to receiving God’s forgiveness in 
relation to myself? (Mat 6, 18) 
 
3.6. Manipulation: How do you know when someone is attempting to manipulate you (think of your children)? 
(Mat 16) 
 
3.7. Worldview: What should I view as my purpose in the world? (Mat 25) 
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