
WHAT YOU (the Christian) NEED TO KNOW        

...to safely navigate through this life and successfully make it to heaven: the Gospel, the Enemy, 
Yourself. 
 
1. The Gospel 
Without the gospel, no-one goes to heaven. Therefore, knowing the gospel is imperative. 
 
1.1. The sound gospel message= The good news of Abundant Life in Jesus Christ if we submit to Him as 
Lord before Savior in the relationship of Covenant through His Church. 
 
1.2. What knowing the gospel includes = Not only the meaning and biblical support for each of its main 
components, (AL =Joh 10:10, LBS = Heb 5:9, CC = Eph 5:22-32), but also how it applies to our lives every 
day. For example: 
 1.2.1. Our daily prayer (Mat 6:9-15) 
  
 1.2.2. Our (physical, financial, relational and spiritual) health and happiness (Ezr 8:22; Joh 5:14; 
1Co  11:30; 2Co 9:6;  1Pe 3:7-12; Psa 66:18 w/Psa 18:1-3,16-24; Jam 1:25, 4:3-8; Eph 1:22-23 w/Psa 
 68:35, 133:3) 
  
 1.2.3. Our choice of where to live or raise a family/what to pursue as a career (Jam 4:13-17 
 w/Heb 10:25-27; e.g. Act 2:41-45). 
 
2. The Enemy 
Knowing (as Christians) who are our enemies, is just as important as identifying our friends. It is also 
key to not confusing the two. Oftentimes because Christians fail to identify the enemy, they are 
duped and deluded by them - assuming them to be friends.   
 
2.1.Who they are (Eph 6:12) = Jewish religious leaders who continued to claim spiritual authority, deny 
the such things had been transferred to Jesus and His new covenant community of the church - and fight 
against/lead astray her people (1Th 2:14-16). They are (as Paul indicates) under the influence of and 
implementing the "schemes of the devil"(Eph 6:11).  
 
2.2. How we know this is who Paul is referring to:  
 2.2.1. The context of the book is the new covenant community created by Jesus' death and 
 ascension. In other words, this is now the place of God's spiritual authority (1:17-22, 2:19-
 22, 3:10, 21, 4:4-16, 5:25, 32) 
 
 2.2.2. The usage of these terms outside Ephesians = "rulers" (Mar 5:22; Luk 12:11; Act 13:15, 27, 
 23:5; 1Co 2:6-8 = Jewish religious leaders), "rulers and authorities" (Col 2:13-17 = Jewish 
 religious leaders and their OC clean laws were retired/made obsolete thru the sacrifice of Christ, 
 see Heb 7:12, 8:13, 9:9-10, 24-26, 10:11-18) 
  
 2.2.3. The usage of these terms in Ephesians = (1:20-22 = Jesus is over the religious leaders in 
 the church) (1:3, 2:6 = notice the heavenly place is "in Christ", a phrase used to speak of His 
 body - the new  covenant community of the church, see 2:11-22). 
 
Applying the truth of (Eph 6:12) to our present context, these individuals would include anyone acting as 
a (Christian)spiritual authority by their attempt to teach others the Christian Faith (most esp. 
pastors/teachers/theologians...but also family and friends), who in reality are leading people 
astray/fighting against God's Word (Act 20:28-29). They too are to be considered as under the influence 
of the satanic realm (1Ti 4:1). Hence the reason for James' warning in (Jam 3:1)! Additionally, as Paul 
states, we are to be aware of the schemes used by them (i.e. their twisting of Scripture - Mat 4:6; 2Pe 
3:16). 
 
2.3. Example of a modern-day enemy and their schemes = pastors/teachers/theologians (family and 
friends) who preach that justification cannot be  lost (i.e. justification gained by faith does not need to be 
maintained through faithful obedience) (Rom 11:19-22; Gal 5:4; 2Pe 2:20; Jam 5:19-20; Heb 3:12, 6:4-6, 
10:19-30, 36-39; Mat 5:17-20; Eph 5:5-7). 
 
" I can say with the clear authority of God's Word that we never 'maintain' a saving justification that we 
can lose (if we don't maintain it). Once a person is justified, that person is justified. It is a status that 
cannot be taken away. As Romans 8:30 puts it: "Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; 
whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified." Those who are 
"justified" are so in the past tense, and the certainty of their glorification (being glorified in heaven) is 
absolute so that even their glorification can rightly be spoken of in the past tense.  



The people who are justified are also as good as glorified. We have eternal life, and we cannot be 
snatched from God's hand (John 10:28-29). Since justification depends upon the finished work of Christ, 
those who have saving faith are declared just because of Christ's saving work on their behalf (imputed to 
them once and for all). He has taken our sins upon Himself (paying for them), and He has imputed to us 
His righteousness. "It is finished!" He has done all the work; we do nothing to save ourselves. Even the 
preservation and growth of our spiritual life is in Christ's hands, and when He begins a work, He finishes 
it (Philippians 1:6). Galatians 2:16 makes clear that we contribute no works towards saving ourselves." 
(Pastor Ryan Speck, Redeemer Presbyterian - PCA) 
 
As it relates to: (Rom 8:30 = "glorified" does not refer to our perfected heavenly state/theological 
doctrine of glorification, but how it is used in Scripture - i.e. our exalted state of intimate fellowship 
w/God the Father, e.g. Joh 17:22), (Joh 10:28-29 = According to the context - which begins back in 
chapter 9, those attempting to "snatch" the sheep are the "thieves and robbers" which represent the 
Jewish religious leaders who were attempting to condemn Jesus and His followers as not truly 
possessing salvation, see 9:16-22, 29-39. In other words, Jesus is not speaking to the issue of justification 
(or its mutable nature), but rather the lack of spiritual authority these religious leaders possess in re: to 
Jesus! They can in no way "snatch" out of His hand those Jesus is extending salvation to - even though 
they are attempting to do such things by throwing people out of the covenant community for believing 
in Him), (Phi 1:6 = the "he" is Paul not God, see verses 3-5, 7) (Gal 2:16 = "works" refer to the OC clean 
laws, not an attempt to earn our salvation, see 5:1-4) 
 
"The Father's love for His children is greater than even ours (Luk 11:13). What earthly parent would ever 
reject their progeny and not be considered wicked? Though there may be disappointment - even 
punishment (Heb 12:7), it is incomprehensible to think that any parent - most especially God, would 
ever stop loving or deny their own children. It is however, not something we need to question since God 
Himself makes it clear: such fears are baseless, He will always remain faithful (2Ti 2:13)." (Pastor Eddie 
Evangelical, Bumper-Sticker Bible Church)   
 
As it relates to: (Luk 11:13 = what the Father guarantees to give is the Holy Spirit to those who come in 
baptismal faith - not a continued state of justification to those who refuse to stop practicing rebellion 
against Him, see Act 2:38-40; Rom 8:12-13), (Heb 12:7 = see the rest of the context and its warning in 
verses 15-17. God can do more than just punish, He can also reject us as His children), (2Ti 2:13 = see the 
rest of the context, verses 11-12, also Deu 30:16-19. God will be faithful to bring the curses and 
condemnation He promised on those who are unfaithful to Him).  
 
3. Yourself 
Knowing the gospel and the enemy get us nowhere if we possess bad personal mirrors. We 
(therefore) must also be aware (and ready to change if necessary) who we are if what we find is more 
congruent w/the enemy (and their gospel) than the sound/biblical gospel message. 
 
What we must consider: 
3.1. The warnings/examples in Scripture against self-delusion (Mat 7:22-23; Rom 12:3; 1Co 10:11-12; Gal 
6:3; Rev 3:1, 17)  
 
3.2.  God is not reading your Facebook profile to determine who you are (so neither should you!)  
In other words, the imaginary person you created, continue to be enamored with, and constantly dress 
up with cute little selfies, stories  and quotes will not be a part of the final judgment. Rather it will be 
based on your deeds - i.e. whether you were faithful in your obedience to your betrothed husband, 
Christ (2Co 11:1; Rev 20:11-15; 2Co 5:9-10) 
 
3.3. Growth/progression is not optional since anything less, will not only afford us no assurance, but 
most assuredly be considered treason and a loss of our justified state (1Pe 2:2; 2Pe 1:5-11; Mat 25:14-
30) 
 
3.4. This is why Scripture calls us to sober testing, serious discipline in relation to our lives and radical 
change where necessary (2Co 13:5; 1Co 9:24-27; Mat 5:29-30) 
 
3.5. Apostasy is real. In other words, some things cannot be reversed (Heb 6:4-7; Mat 12:31-32 w/Joh 
20:21-23 w/Act 15:28). 
 
3.6. The church is where/how we serve Christ and where/how we remain true to the gospel and are 
accurately assessed (Mat 25:31-46; 1Ti 3:8-12; 1Pe 5:1-4; Heb 10:19-25 w/Act 20:28 w/Rom 12:1-2; Eph 
3:10, 4:11-16; Heb 13:17; Mat 16:19, 18:17-20; Joh 20:21-23). 


