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THE CHRISTIAN-CULTS (CC): THE ANTINOMIANS PART 3 
 
"But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached 
to you, let him be accursed." - Gal 1:8 (what makes something a CC is therefore: claiming to be C yet 
embracing a FG) 
 
"There is only one heresy, and that is Antinomianism" (19th century Scottish theologian, John "Rabbi" 
Duncan, Colloquia Peripatetica, p.70) 
 
"A close reading of the Westminster documents shows that the Antinomian threat was viewed with as 
much, if not more, seriousness by the divines than Arminianism and Roman Catholicism." (Dr. Mark 
Jones, Critique of Jesus Plus Nothing) 
 
1. Central Doctrine 
 
1.1. an·ti·no·mi·an (noun; avnomi,an = trans. "lawlessness"; lit. w/o or against the law [of God] -most 
specifically the OT law - Mat 23:23 w/28 w/Mat 15:1-9).  
 
1.2. As it relates to Christian-cults, an antinomian includes any person/organization who claims to be a 
Christian (Mat 7:23, 23:28) yet: 
 
 1.2.1.  Practices disobedience to God's Law (1Jo 3:4; LXX. = "iniquity, ungodliness, 
 transgression") 
 
 1.2.2. Rejects any portion of God's Law (Mat 24:12; Rom 6:19; Jam 2:10-11) 
  
 1.2.3. Believes/teaches that maintaining faithful obedience to all of God's Law is not necessary 
 to remaining in covenant relationship w/God (i.e. to being saved). (Mat 7:21-23, 24-27 = those 
 condemned believed their lawlessness would have no bearing on their salvation  as long as they 
 had some fruit ["did we not...in your name?"]1; Deu 29:18-20 w/Heb12:14-17 = the author of 
 Hebrews re-establishes the warning of the Deuteronomy text which is: don't be deceived into 
 thinking their salvation was not dependent on their obedience to all of God's commands [see 
 Heb 5:9]; Eph 5:5-7 = the "empty words" are those which promise salvation w/o  the necessity of 
 obedience; 2Pe 3:14-17 w/2Pe 2:1 = the damnable "error of lawless/antinomian people" 
 is their twisting of Paul's commands regarding unblemished living as necessary to 
 salvation"; judgment according to our works also shows the fallacy of thinking we have no 
 obligation to faithful obedience in relation to the Law for salvation - Rom 2:6-8; 2Co 5:10; 1Pe 
 1:17; Rev 20:11-15).  
  
1.3. Antinomianism is embraced by its adherents based one or more of the following assumptions: 
  
 1.3.1. OT Law is no longer in force (Dispensationalism; Rom 10:4) 
 
 1.3.2. The Law exists to bring conviction/condemnation: to tell us what we can't do; the Gospel 
 to bring hope/promise: to tell us what Christ has done on our behalf (Lutheranism/Law-Gospel 
 Dichotomy; Rom 3:20-22; 1Ti 1:6-11)  
  
 1.3.3. The only OT laws now in force, are those repeated in the NT (New Covenant Theology; 
 1Co 9:21; Gal 6:2)  
 
 1.3.4.  Obeying the Law is the works/performance-based salvation of the OC/Pharisees that is 
 condemned by Jesus and the NT writers (Legalism; Mat 23:4; Luk 18:9-12; Gal 2:16; Rom 3:28) 
  
 1.3.5. Faith (i.e. belief/trust) in Jesus Christ alone is now the only thing truly necessary to get 
 into heaven (Free Grace; Joh 3:16, 6:47; Eph 2:8-9)  
  

                                                           
1 There are only three options when considering the obligation of the Law in relation to our salvation: 1) faithfulness to ALL of the Law is 
necessary for salvation, 2) faithfulness to NONE of the Law is necessary for salvation, 3) faithfulness to SOME of the Law is necessary for 
salvation. Jesus' condemnation of these individuals b/c of antinomianism (v23 - "depart from Me your workers of lawlessness"), makes it clear 
that not only is the first option (ALL is necessary) the view of Jesus, but also that He condemns as antinomian anyone embracing  options two or 
three (NONE/SOME is necessary). Such is the position of R. Scott Clark, "To say or even to imply that Christians must be faithful in order to be 
accepted by God is nothing less than an attack on the finished work of Christ and the denial of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Any preacher who says 
or even implies such thing should be repudiated in the same way the Apostle Paul repudiated the Apostle Peter as a denier of the gospel." 
(Justification By Faith Alone Is The Normative Doctrine) 



 1.3.6. A person's justification by faith alone (in Christ alone) cannot be lost (Eternal 
 Justification/Love of God; 2Ti 2:12-13; Rom 8:30-39) 
   
 1.3.7.  Jesus obeyed the Law on the Christian's behalf (Imputation of Active Obedience of 
 Christ; Rom 5:19) 
   
 1.3.8. As Christians, sanctification is not accomplished through commitment to the Law, but as 
 we glory (and put faith) in Christ and His justifying work(New Reformed/Calvinism, Gospel 
 Sanctification, "Beholding is becoming"; Phi 2:12-13; Rom 8:29; 2Co 3:18). 
  
2. List of Contemporary Antinomian organizations, pastors/teachers or theologians: (DISCUSSED) 
 
3. Brief History & Buzz Words: (DISCUSSED) 
 
4. Biblical Defense (Apologia) 
The damning false gospel of the Antinomians is revealed not only through a biblical understanding of the 
word itself (avnomi,an /"lawlessness"), but also by considering their ignorance:    
 
4.1. In relation to/in their interpretation of Jesus' view of the Law (Mat 5:17-18 w/7:21-27) 
 
4.2. On the necessary distinction that exists within the Law between the clean (or ceremonial) laws and 
moral code (1Co 7:19; Lev 10:10-11; 1Sa 15:22; Pro 21:3) [Dispensationalism - Rom 10:4 w/1Co 6:19 
w/Lev 16:30 - notice it is the end of the law "for righteousness"] 
 
4.3. On the imaginary distinction that has been created between the Law and the Gospel (i.e. 
condemnation v. promise) (Luk 3:3-18; Rom 15:4; Psa 19:7, 119:1, 77, 92, 165) [Lutheranism - 1Ti 1:6-11 
- notice: is the law to be in contrast to or in accordance w/ - the gospel? for whom is the law "laid down" 
(see Luk 3:9)?] 
 
4.4. To the consequences associated with Christ's Law being less in its scope than OT Law - i.e. being 
limited exclusively to those laws explicitly repeated in the NT (Mat 5:19-20) [NCT - e.g. bestiality?] 
 
4.5. To the permanency of God's laws and role of covenants as simply an upgrade (to the application) 
and never a replacement (of the precept) (Deu 12:32; Psa 111:7-8; Mat 5:18; Rom 3:31; e.g. 1Co 5:2-5, 
11-13 w/Deu 13:5, 17:7, 12, 21:21, 22:21-24; why we have the NT letters and people devoted to the 
apostles' teaching - Act 2:42: to understand what the Law looked like under its New Administrator and 
Administration; why Jesus after re-instating the Law immediately begins the process of teaching its new 
application ["you have heard that it was said, but I say to you..."]) [NCT - 1Co 9:21; Gal 6:2 - is this 
distinction in re: to scope or application?]  
 
4.6.In assuming that the bible teaches a works/performance-based salvation (OC - Psa 119:22, 56; Psa 
18:20-24 - Did David "earn" his salv? How about Zechariah and Elizabeth? - Luk 1:6; How the Pharisees 
viewed works-based salv.-  Luk 5:21; Jesus' obedience - Phi 2:8; Heb 10:12-14, 13:12 - notice: His death  
alone makes us right.) [Legalism - Mat 23:4 w/28; Luk 18:9-12 w/3:8, 18:14 and Mat 23:28; "works of 
the law" - Gal 2:16 w/2:3,12-14,4:10, 5:1-4; Rom 3:28 w/3:29-30, 2:25-29, 3:1, 9-11; Active Obedience - 
Rom 5:19 - how many acts of disobedience/obedience are necessary? ] 
 
"The usual Christian commentators will disparage Judaism and its supposed legalism, and Jewish 
scholars will reply (in disagreement) usually fruitlessly. With those Christians who persist in deluding 
themselves about (a supposed) Jewish legalism, no academic communication is possible. 
The supposed legalistic Judaism of (evangelical) scholars serves a very obvious function. It acts as a foil 
against which superior forms of religion are described. One must note in particular the projection on 
Judaism of the view which Protestants find most objectionable in Roman Catholicism: the existence of a 
treasury of merits established by works of supererogation. We have here the retrojection of the 
Protestant-Catholic debate into ancient history, with Judaism taking the role of Catholicism and 
Christianity the role of Lutheranism." (E.P. Sanders, Paul and Palestinian Judaism)   
 
 4.7.  In believing that it is through focusing on our justification (by faith alone in Christ alone) that we 
are progressively sanctified (Mat 5:30; Rom 8:12-13; 1Co 9:24-27, 10:1-14; 2Co 7:1; 1Th 4:1-5; 1Pe 1:14-
17) [New Reformed/Calvinism/Gospel Sanctification/Beholding is Becoming - Phi 1:6 w/1:7, 25 - is Paul 
partial? Phi 2:12-13 w/2:5-11, 14-16 - who is responsible for obeying?; 2Co 3:18 w/3:1-17 -sanc. or just.?  
 
"Life (insert: "interpreting the bible") is hard, but it sure is a lot harder if you're stupid." (John Wayne) 
 
 
 
 



4.8. To the fact that though gaining justification (i.e. a righteous/cleansed, forgiven standing before God) 
is by faith alone (in Christ alone), it must be maintained through faithful obedience (to all of God's Law) 
if salvation (in heaven) is to be realized (Gen 18:19; Lev 20:8; Deu 7:9-12; Eze 18:24, 33:10-20 Mat 5:13, 
19:16-30, 24:42-51, 25:1-30, 28:19-20; Luk 3:8-14, 12:35-48, 13:6-9, 14:25-35; 1Co 9:24-27, 10:1-11; Gal 
2:15-21; Col 1:23; Phi 1:9-11, 2:12-16, 3:8-16; Heb 3:6, 12, 4:1-13, 5:4-8, 6:11, 10:19-25, 36-39; Jam 2:14-
26; 2Pe 1:5-11, 3:14-17; 1Jo 2:28-3:7; Jud 1:20-21; Rev 2:10, 26, 3:4-5, 21:6-8) [Free Grace - Joh 3:16 
w/3:36; Eph 2:8-9 w/4:1, 5:1-7; Rom 3:28 w/5:1-4] (*re: maint. as guaranteed to those w/saving faith - 
Jam 2:19; all the warning passages to saved people].  
 
"Christianity is a new covenant which, once established, does function (in the same way as) the old: for 
those in it there is salvation; for those outside condemnation and death, while remaining it requires 
obedience, and disobedience leads to expulsion and condemnation. 
 
Salvation is by grace but judgment is according to works - i.e. the Law; (they) are the condition of 
remaining 'in', but they do not earn salvation." (E.P. Sanders, Paul and Palestinian Judaism) 
 
"[Good works] are necessary to the attainment of salvation, not in any sense as a prerequisite to 
justification, nor in any stage of the believer’s progress meriting the divine favor, but as essential 
elements of that salvation, the consubstantial fruits and means of sanctification and glorification. A 
saved soul is a holy soul, and a holy soul is one whose faculties are all engaged in works of loving 
obedience. Grace in the heart cannot exist without good works as their consequent. Good works cannot 
exist without the increase of the graces which are exercised in them. Heaven could not exist except as a 
society of holy souls mutually obeying the law of love in all the good works that law requires."  (A.A. 
Hodge, Commentary on the Westminster Confession, chapter 16)  
 
"Good works are necessary for salvation, but not for justification." (Mark Jones, Critique of Jesus Plus 
Nothing Equals Everything) 
 
4.9. Of our ability to lose our justification(Justification - Deu 29:18-20; Eze 33:13; Mat 6:14-15, 8:11-12, 
18:17, 21-35, 22:10-14, 25:29; Luk 11:46, 14:34-35, 19:26; Joh 15:6; Rom 2:25, 11:19-22; 1Co 9:27, 10:1-
12; 2Co 5:20-6:13; Gal 4:11, 5:4; Eph 5:6; 1Th 3:5; 1Ti 1:9; Heb 3:12, 6:4-7, 10:26-30, 12:15-17; Jam 2:14-
26, 5:19-20; 2Pe 1:9, 2:1, 20-22, 3:14-17; 2Jo 1:8-9; Jud 1:5; Rev 3:3-6, 22:19; Love - Jud 21; Heb 10:26-
30) [Eternal Justification/Love of God - 2Ti 2:12-13 - notice the parallel - if we deny, He denies ; will He 
not be "faithful" to this curse? Deu 30:16-19; Rom 8:30-39 - is the sep. moral failure or other things?].  
 
"The words, Ye are fallen from grace,' (Gal 5:4) must not be taken lightly. They are important. To fall 
from grace means to lose the atonement, the forgiveness of sins, the righteousness, liberty, and life 
which Jesus has merited for us by His death and resurrection." (Martin Luther, Commentary on 
Galatians) 
 
"Those who desert the covenant, lose the covenant promises" (E.P. Sanders, Paul and Palestinian 
Judaism) 
 
5. Our Witness to Antinomians    
   
5.1. Realize that though this heresy encompasses the majority of the Evangelical world, we must speak 
up (Mat 10:24-28). 
 
"Silence is consent (Plato); and we must speak to this issue when we are able. After extensively 
reviewing the work of (Antinomian) John Biddle, a rather exasperated John Owen said: 'I am weary of 
considering such trash.' Yet Owen did so because he loved Christ and his church. However painful it 
might be, ministers and theologians in our circles must deal with these issues, sometimes publicly if they 
are able, because of how many of Christ's sheep are being influenced by this defective theology. If we do 
not, perhaps our silence really is consent." ( Mark Jones, Antinomianism)  
 
"The world (insert "church") will not be destroyed by those who do evil, but by those who watch them 
and do nothing about it." - Albert Einstein 
 
5.2. Be kind, patient and make it about the Word of God (not yours or their favorite bible teacher) 
realizing that the Scriptures are where the power for change resides (2Ti 2:24-25; Heb 4:12-13). 
 
5.3. Emphasize that: Truth is not discerned through our feelings but the facts ("Feelings don't think"); 
Untruth must be the only criteria for causing offense.   
 
5.4. Expose the false/dangerous dichotomy of delight ("heartfelt obedience") versus duty ("empty rule-
following") (Luk 17:10; the self-denial and warning passages in Scripture completely destroy the idea of 
delight since it is a motivation void of such things; consider also Jesus in Luk 22:42 w/Piper's Desiring 
God). 


