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THE CHRISTIAN-CULTS1 (CC): THE ROMAN CATHOLICS 
 
"But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let 
him be accursed." - Gal 1:8 
 
1. List of (contemporary) Roman Catholic organizations, clergy, theologians and apologists 

The Roman Catholic Church and all Roman Catholic Para-church organizations (e.g. Sisters of Mercy, Knights of 
Columbus); the Popes of the Roman Catholic Church (e.g. John Paul II, Benedict XVI, Francis), priests of the Roman 
Catholic Church,  Roman Catholic nuns (e.g. The Carmelite Nuns of Baltimore),  Mother Theresa, Catholic 
theologian Scott Hahn, Catholic apologists Robert Sungenis, Karl Keating, Michael Voris. 

2. Brief History & Buzz Words 

Despite popular belief, the Roman Catholic Church (RC or RCC) is not the direct descendant of the apostolic church, 
nor was the apostle Peter her first pope. Such thinking is pure myth as there is no evidence of Peter ever going to 
Rome and the office of "pope" was not established until the Constantine's empire in the 4th century (1st pope = 
Damasus, 363- 384). The Roman Catholic Church as she exists today is rather the result of the historical event 
known as the "Great Schism" which took place in the 11th century. Many of her current (and most damning) 
doctrines/beliefs are also the product of this much later time in her history. It was because of the RCC's rampant 
papal corruption and false doctrine that an attempt was made in the 16th century to reform her (i.e. the 
Protestant Reformation). Though this event failed, through it the truth of God's Word and gospel were restored 
and covenant communities established where biblical Christianity was practiced (i.e. Reformed Churches, "Post 
tenebras lux" - motto of the PR). From that historical point forward, the RCC has been considered an apostate 
branch of Christendom - much like that of former OC Israel.  Buzz words associated w/RC: "Hail Mary, full of 
grace", "praying the rosary", "praying to Mary", "praying to St. ___", "going to Mass", "going to confession.", 
"transubstantiation".  

3. Central Doctrine 

Per the official doctrine of the RCC: the Catholic Church Catechism, 2nd Edition, 2006 (CCC), and the Canons and 
Decrees of the Council of Trent, 1545 -1563 (CDT), the initial justification received through faith alone in Christ 
alone is not sufficient to save. According to the RCC: 

3.1. We need to add our own MERIT. 

Further cooperation with Christ in the performance of certain "meritorious acts" are required (after initial 
justification by faith). This cooperation and our subsequent actions are not seen as replacing  our initial 
justification gained by faith - nor are they viewed as maintaining it. Rather these merit-based acts are the way the 
remainder of Christ's justification is transferred (i.e. "infused") to us. In other words, faith alone does not afford us 
full and final justification from Christ (i.e. His work is once for all but not all at once - Heb 10:14). An increase in 
justification is needed if we are to get to heaven. And it is up to us to secure it! However, all additional justifying 
merit is incrementally lost (diffused?) when we commit sin (venial or mortal). As such, a person's salvation (i.e. 
entrance into heaven) is only attained when the merit they possess outweighs the demerits of sin. Then and only 
then are we considered fully purified or justified (i.e. a saint): 

(CDT), Chap. VIII Whereas the Apostle saith, that man is justified by faith and freely, those words are to be 
understood in that sense which the perpetual consent of the Catholic Church hath held and expressed; to wit, that 
we are therefore said to be justified by faith, because faith is the beginning of human salvation, the foundation, 
and the root of all Justification; without which it is impossible to please God, and to come unto the fellowship of 
His sons: but we are therefore said to be justified freely, because that none of those things which precede 
justification-whether faith or works-merit the grace itself of justification (In other words, we can't merit initial 
justification). For, if it be a grace, it is not now by works, otherwise, as the same Apostle says, grace is no more 
grace. Chap. X (On the increase of justification received) Having, therefore, been thus justified, and made the 
friends and domestics of God, advancing from virtue to virtue, they are renewed, as the Apostle says, day by day; 
that is, by mortifying the members of their own flesh, and by presenting them as instruments of justice unto 
sanctification, they, through the observance of the commandments of God and of the Church, faith co-operating 
with good works, increase in that justice which they have received through the grace of Christ, and are still further 
justified... 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Cult is simply another word for sect which itself is a transliteration of the Greek word "heresy" (ai[resij). As such it refers to those 
groups/churches/religions who are a false representation of the original. 



(CDT - Anathemas)  

CANON IX. If any one saith, that by faith alone the impious is justified; in such wise as to mean, that nothing else is 
required to co-operate in order to the obtaining the grace of Justification...; let him be anathema.  

CANON X. If any one saith, that men are just without the justice of Christ, whereby He merited for us to be 
justified; or that it is by that justice itself that they are formally just; let him be anathema.  

CANON XI. If any one saith, that men are justified, either by the sole imputation of the justice of Christ... or even 
that the grace, whereby we are justified, is only the favour of God; let him be anathema.  

CANON XII. If any one saith, that justifying faith is nothing else but confidence in the divine mercy which remits 
sins for Christ's sake; or, that this confidence alone is that whereby we are justified; let him be anathema.  

CANON XXIV. If any one saith, that the justice received is not ...increased before God through good works; not a 
cause of the increase thereof; let him be anathema.  

CANON XXXII. If any one saith, that the good works of one that is justified ...are not also the good merits of him 
that is justified; or, that the said justified, by the good works which he performs through the grace of God and the 
merit of Jesus Christ, whose living member he is, does not truly merit increase of grace, eternal life, and the 
attainment of that eternal life; let him be anathema.  

(CCC) 2010. Since the initiative belongs to God in the order of grace, no one can merit the initial grace of 
forgiveness and justification, at the beginning of conversion. Moved by the Holy Spirit and by charity, we can then 
merit for ourselves and for others the graces needed for our sanctification, for the increase of grace and charity, 
and for the attainment of eternal life2.   

3.2. We need the help of MARY. 

Solicitation/veneration of Mary is also needed as a co-mediator/savior with Christ and as a key communicator of 
His justification/sanctification to God's church. 

(CCC). 829   “But while in the most Blessed Virgin the Church has already reached that perfection whereby she 
exists without spot or wrinkle, the faithful still strive to conquer sin and increase in holiness. And so they turn their 
eyes to Mary”:

 
in her, the Church is already the “all-holy.” 964   Mary’s role in the Church is inseparable from her 

union with Christ and flows directly from it. “This union of the mother with the Son in the work of salvation is 
made manifest from the time of Christ’s virginal conception up to his death”; it is made manifest above all at the 
hour of his Passion: Thus the Blessed Virgin advanced in her pilgrimage of faith, and faithfully persevered in her 
union with her Son unto the cross. There she stood, in keeping with the divine plan, enduring with her only 
begotten Son the intensity of his suffering, joining herself with his sacrifice in her mother’s heart, and lovingly 
consenting to the immolation of this victim, born of her... 965   After her Son’s Ascension, Mary “aided the 
beginnings of the Church by her prayers.” In her association with the apostles and several women, “we also see 
Mary by her prayers imploring the gift of the Spirit, who had already overshadowed her in the Annunciation.” 
966   “Finally the Immaculate Virgin, preserved free from all stain of original sin, when the course of her earthly life 
was finished, was taken up body and soul into heavenly glory, and exalted by the Lord as Queen over all things, so 
that she might be the more fully conformed to her Son, the Lord of lords and conqueror of sin and death.” The 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin is a singular participation in her Son’s Resurrection and an anticipation of the 
resurrection of other Christians: In giving birth you kept your virginity; in your Dormition you did not leave the 
world, O Mother of God, but were joined to the source of Life. You conceived the living God and, by your prayers, 
will deliver our souls from death. 967   By her complete adherence to the Father’s will, to his Son’s redemptive 
work, and to every prompting of the Holy Spirit, the Virgin Mary is the Church’s model of faith and charity. Thus 
she is a “preeminent and... wholly unique member of the Church”; indeed, she is the “exemplary realization” 
(typus) of the Church. 968   Her role in relation to the Church and to all humanity goes still further. “In a wholly 
singular way she cooperated by her obedience, faith, hope, and burning charity in the Savior’s work of restoring 
supernatural life to souls. For this reason she is a mother to us in the order of grace.” 969   “This motherhood of 
Mary in the order of grace continues uninterruptedly from the consent which she loyally gave at the Annunciation 
and which she sustained without wavering beneath the cross, until the eternal fulfillment of all the elect. Taken up 
to heaven she did not lay aside this saving office but by her manifold intercession continues to bring us the gifts of 
eternal salvation.... Therefore the Blessed Virgin is invoked in the Church under the titles of Advocate, Helper, 
Benefactress, and Mediatrix.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
2 Contrary to popular belief, Roman Catholicism does not teach salvation by works, but salvation by faith plus works. 



 

3.3. We need the place of PURGATORY.  

If we fall short in earning enough merit in this life, we are provided a post-mortem place to finish our meritorious 
work, called "Purgatory". While still alive we have the opportunity to expedite our time there by withdrawing from 
the "Treasury of the Saints/Church Treasury" (i.e. purchasing of indulgences). After our death, others may help 
through prayers and paying for meritorious Eucharists on our behalf (i.e. masses for the dead). 

(CCC) 1030. All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified (i.e. justified), are indeed 
assured of their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo purification (i.e. further justification), so as to 
achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven. 1031.  The Church gives the name Purgatory to this final 
purification of the elect, which is entirely different from the punishment of the damned... before the Final 
Judgment, there is a purifying fire. 1032. This teaching is based on the practice of prayer for the dead, already 
mentioned in Sacred Scripture: “Therefore [Judas Maccabeus] made atonement for the dead, that they might be 
delivered from their sin.” From the beginning the Church has honored the memory of the dead and offered prayers 
in suffrage for them, above all the Eucharistic sacrifice, so that, thus purified, they may attain the beatific vision of 
God. The Church also commends almsgiving, indulgences, and works of penance undertaken on behalf of the dead: 
1474. The Christian who seeks to purify himself of his sin and to become holy with the help of God’s grace is not 
alone. “The life of each of God’s children is joined in Christ and through Christ in a wonderful way to the life of all 
the other Christian brethren in the supernatural unity of the Mystical Body of Christ, as in a single mystical 
person.” 1475. In the communion of saints, “a perennial link of charity exists between the faithful who have 
already reached their heavenly home, those who are expiating their sins in purgatory and those who are still 
pilgrims on earth. Between them there is, too, an abundant exchange of all good things.” In this wonderful 
exchange, the holiness of one profits others, well beyond the harm that the sin of one could cause others. Thus 
recourse to the communion of saints lets the contrite sinner be more promptly and efficaciously purified of the 
punishments for sin. 1476. We also call these spiritual goods of the communion of saints the Church’s treasury...  
the ‘treasury of the Church’ is the infinite value, which can never be exhausted, which Christ’s merits have before 
God. They were offered so that the whole of mankind could be set free from sin and attain communion with the 
Father. In Christ, the Redeemer himself, the satisfactions and merits of his Redemption exist and find their 
efficacy.” 1477. “This treasury includes as well the prayers and good works of the Blessed Virgin Mary. They are 
truly immense, unfathomable, and even pristine in their value before God. In the treasury, too, are the prayers and 
good works of all the saints, all those who have followed in the footsteps of Christ the Lord and by his grace have 
made their lives holy and carried out the mission the Father entrusted to them. In this way they attained their own 
salvation and at the same time cooperated in saving their brothers in the unity of the Mystical Body.” 1478. An 
indulgence is obtained (earned) through the Church who, by virtue of the power of binding and loosing granted her 
by Christ Jesus, intervenes in favor of individual Christians and opens for them the treasury of the merits of Christ 
and the saints to obtain from the Father of mercies the remission of the temporal punishments due for their sins. 
1498. Through indulgences the faithful can obtain the remission of temporal punishment resulting from sin for 
themselves and also for the souls in Purgatory.  

(CDT) Twenty-fifth session, Chap. I (DECREE CONCERNING PURGATORY) Whereas the Catholic Church, instructed 
by the Holy Ghost, has, from the sacred writings and the ancient tradition of the Fathers, taught, in sacred councils, 
and very recently in this ecumenical Synod, that there is a Purgatory, and that the souls there detained are helped 
by the suffrages of the faithful, but principally by the acceptable sacrifice of the altar; the holy Synod enjoins on 
bishops that they diligently endeavour that the sound doctrine concerning Purgatory, transmitted by the holy 
Fathers and sacred councils, be believed, maintained, taught, and every where proclaimed by the faithful of Christ. 
But let the bishops take care, that the suffrages of the faithful who are living, to wit the sacrifices of masses, 
prayers, alms, and other works of piety, which have been wont to be performed by the faithful for the other 
faithful departed, be piously and devoutly performed, in accordance with the institutes of the church; and that 
whatsoever is due on their behalf, from the endowments of testators, or in other way, be discharged, not in a 
perfunctory manner, but diligently and accurately, by the priests and ministers of the church, and others who are 
bound to render this (service). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4. Biblical Defense (Apologia) 

What the Roman Catholic Church believes/teaches/embraces as the means to salvation is entirely against the 
biblical witness and therefore a different gospel (Gal 1:8-9). As such the Roman Catholic Church is a cult who will 
most assuredly eternally damn her members, adherents and those accepting/identifying them as legitimate 
Christian brethren (2Jo 9-11). According to the Bible: 

4.1. Our actions cannot MERIT justification nor increase the level of our justification before God. In other words, 
we cannot "earn our salvation" - nor is that ever implied in the bible (Jam 2:24 w/26 - Consider: the relationship 
between faith and works is one of sustenance not progression - just as the spirit to the body. According to James, 
the spirit/works do not make the faith/body stronger - but alive). The justification of Jesus Christ is (therefore) 
imputed to us (impute = given in full; i.e. it is once for all and all at once) through faith alone in Christ alone. It is  
the gift of God to us (Rom 3:23-28, 4:1-8; Eph 2:8; Gal 2:16, 3:11 - Notice: nothing we do in obeying the Law of God 
can secure justification. It is entirely the product of faith. Hence it is given in full at that time; contra CCC 2010, CDT 
Canon XI, XII). In the words of John Calvin, the Swiss Reformer, "faith alone is the sole cause of our justification." 
This is why all who receive justification by faith alone (and become Christians) are immediately called "saints" (e.g. 
Eph 1:1; Col 1:2; Phi 4:21-22). 

4.2. Never is it mentioned nor implied, that MARY gives any kind of help to Christians or the Church - especially as 
it relates to holiness or our salvation. She is instead was a sinner (just like us) also in need of savior (Luk 1:47; 
contra CCC 966). In this respect, Jesus is the only One the Scriptures ever point to as our hope for salvation. We are 
to look to Him exclusively as our Savior/Mediator before God (Act 4:12; 1Ti 2:15; Joh 14:6; contra CCC 968-969). He 
is the One Who makes the Church holy/acceptable before God and gives us access to His throne (Eph 5:25-27; Heb 
10:19-23; contra CCC 829). He is also the One we are to exemplify, the One making intercession on our behalf and 
the One Who sends the Holy Spirit (Heb 12:2; Heb 7:25; Joh 16:7; contra CCC 965 - 967). Jesus is therefore the only 
One we are to listen to (Mat 17:5; 1Co 8:6). Jesus explicitly rebukes those who think there is something special 
about His earthly mother (Luk 11:27-28). The bible also warns of praying/worshipping anyone other than God (Exo 
20:4-5; Rom 1:24-25; Rev 19:10).  Veneration/solicitation of Mary is therefore a serious form of idolatry and a 
denial of Christ's Lordship. 

4.3. The concept of PURGATORY is foreign not only to the pages of Scripture, but also the plan of salvation it 
teaches. When a person dies, there is no second chance or ability to make it right - nor can anyone help us! People 
are instead placed directly into Heaven or Hell (Luk 16:22-31, 23:43; contra CCC 1475 - 1477). And what 
determines that is whether or not we possess the righteousness (i.e. justification) of Christ (gained fully by faith 
alone) (2Ti 1:8-12). 

4.4. Finally, God condemns all those who not only preach false gospels, but add to His Words - which as we see, 
the RCC has clearly done - most especially through their teaching on MARY and PURGATORY (Deu 12:32, 29:29). By 
the end of the 4th century, the Church confirmed that the Words of God were finished (i.e. the canon closed). 
Again demonstrating that the RCC of today is very different than where it started.    

5. Our Witness to Roman Catholics: 

5.1. Realize that many (most?) RC's do not know what the RCC teaches, so educate them (e.g. Act 18:24-26). 

5.2. Help them understand that their baptism determines what they are (legitimate Christian or part of a Christian 
cult)  

Though they may disagree w/their doctrine, God views them as associated w/the (false) church who baptized 
them (and will pay the eternal consequences of such an association - 2Jo 9-11). The only way to change that is by 
being baptized into a biblical church (e.g. Act 19:1-5; also consider Act 20:28 - Jesus' blood for salvation resides 
only in His church - not false ones). 

5.3. Reaffirm that they still need to be a part of (i.e. baptized into) a (visible, earthly) church . It must however be a 
biblical one (irrespective of what Pope Francis says) (Mat 16:18-19; Joh 20:21-23; 1Pe 3:21). 

5.4. Stress the fact that embracing a false gospel or being linked/associated with those who teach such things will 
send them to Hell - irrespective of how they feel! As a result, God commands them to have nothing to do w/such 
teaching , teachers or institutions (Gal 1:8-9; 2Jo 9-11; 2TI 3:5). 

5.5. Teach them the sound gospel message: esp. what the Bible says about gaining full justification (through faith 
alone in Christ alone) and maintaining it (not meriting more) through faithful obedience to all of God's Word (not 
the invented and unbiblical traditions of the RCC - Mat 15:1-9).  


