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THE CHRISTIAN-CULTS1 (CC): THE CHARISMATICS 
 
"But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let 
him be accursed." - Gal 1:8 
 
1. Central Doctrine 
God is still speaking audibly to people today. As such the accompanying sign gifts (prophecy, tongues, miracle-
worker, etc.) remain active in the Christian church.  
 
2. List of Charismatic Organizations 
All Pentecostal churches/denominations,  Vineyard churches,  Assembly of God churches, Foursquare churches, 
Sovereign Grace churches, Hillsong churches, Calvary chapel churches, Acts 29 churches, Bethlehem Baptist 
Church, Minneapolis, MN., Faith Bible Chapel, Denver, CO., Landmark Tabernacle, Denver, CO.,  Gospel Coalition, 
Charisma Magazine, deliverance ministries, TBN; Religious Society of Friends and Quakers. 
 
3. List of Contemporary Charismatics 
 Wayne Grudem, John Piper, C.J. Mahaney, Mark Driscoll, D.A. Carson, Benny Hinn, T.D. Jakes, Kenneth and Gloria 
Copeland, Joyce Meyer, Marilyn Hickey, Beth Moore, Dennis Leonard, C. Peter Wagner, Neil Anderson, John 
Hagee, David Wilkerson, Nikki Cruz, Rodney Howard Brown, George Morrison, Gary Beasley, Peter Popoff, Robert 
Tilton, Paula White, Paul Crouch, Dave and Bonnie Duell, Oral Roberts, Tom and Dodie Vasquez, John and Chris 
Leach . 
 
4. Brief History & Buzz Words 
After the apostolic period (the time when the apostles were still alive, 1st century), the belief that God was still 
speaking audibly or that the prophets continued to exist (including the other accompanying sign-gifts) was rejected 
by the Christian Church as heretical. Those groups practicing such things or embracing those doctrines were 
likewise condemned (e.g. 2nd century, Montanism/The New Prophecy). This continued to be the position of the 
Protestant Church until the emergence of the Pentecostal, Charismatic and Third wave movements of early 20th 
century America (i.e. 1901, Charles Parham, William Seymour and the Azusa Street Revivals). Today, such 
doctrine/practices are tolerated even by those who disagree signaling a major historical shift. In other words, what 
claims to be Christianity today is at considerable odds with where Christianity has existed for almost two thousand 
years. The result of this new persuasion has also had a noticeable effect on the overall population of this country. 
For example, a 2000 study found that 38.7 percent of the population reported visual, auditory or other 
hallucinations, including out-of-body experiences. The common buzz-words associated w/this kind of thinking are: 
"Spirit-filled", "whole-gospel", "whole-bible", "the gifts are for today", "slain in the Spirit", "Holy Spirit focused", 
"baptism of the Holy Spirit", "second baptism", "spirit baptism", "prayer walks, tearing down the high places and 
reclaiming the city", "spiritual warfare", "binding satan/enemy", "deliverance from the demon of...", "reading their 
mail", "a word from the Lord for you", "Continuationist", "the doctrine of subsequence".  
 
5. Biblical Defense (Apologia) 
The outline below confirms what the majority of church history has already affirmed: that God's audible voice -and 
its accompanying gifts have not been operational since the apostolic period. As a result, it also proves that all such 
individuals/groups/church involved in prophetic activities are not only false prophets (the logical conclusion that 
must be drawn if they are not found to be legitimate), but embracing a false gospel (hence the designation - 
Christian-cult) since any acceptance of what God explicitly and frequently condemns (i.e. false prophets - e.g. Deu 
13, 18; Mat 7, 24; 2Pe 2; 1Jo 4) is equally a rejection of Christ's Lordship (the heart of the false gospel message - 
Jud 4). 
 
 5.1. In the bible, God speaks to people through an audible voice either directly or in the form of visions/dreams. 
His words are always understandable b/c they are also authoritative (must be believed/obeyed) (e.g. Adam = Gen 
2:16-17 w/3:1-3; Noah = Gen 6:13-18 w/22; Abe = Gen 12:1-4, 15:1-6; Moses = Exo 3:1-4, 19:1-7; Joshua = Jos 1:1-
11; Jeremiah = Jer 1:1-12; Joseph = Mat 2:19-21; Jesus = Joh 12:28; Philip = Act 8:26-27; Ananias = Act 9:10-17; 
Peter = Act 10:13, 19-21; Paul = Act 18:9-11; John = Rev 1:1 w/9-11). 
 
5.2. During the time of the New Testament's writing, the churches were commanded to: 
  
 5.2.1. Seek (and not despise) the gift of prophecy (i.e. receiving an audible and specific message from 
 God for His people - 1Co 14:1, 39; 1Th 5:20) 
  
 5.2.2. Test all those claiming to be prophets and all proposed prophecies/audible words from God (1Th 
 5:21; 1Co 14:28-33 w/37-38).  
  
5.3. Why is such testing is necessary? 
  
 5.3.1. Because most (if not all of the time) those in the bible who are legitimately hearing God's voice 
 for the first time, do not recognize that it is Him Who is speaking. In other words, there is no internal 
 "God-sensor" that tells us when it is Him! This is made clear by the recipients' response (e.g. Samuel = 1Sa 
 3:1-10; Saul/Paul = Act 9:4-5; John = Rev 1:10-12 - Notice, we are told the apostle was "in the spirit" at the 
 time of receiving words from God - yet even this does not help him to  immediately identify the person 

                                                           
1 Cult is simply another word for sect which itself is a transliteration of the Greek word "heresy" (ai[resij). As such it refers to those 
groups/churches/religions who are a false representation of the original. 



 behind the voice), through God's use of specific identifiers (e.g. Gen 28:12-13; Exo 3:6) and the necessity 
 of the church to verify (1Co 14:28-29). 
 
 5.3.2. Demons can speak audibly to people (e.g. Act 19:15), quote Scripture (e.g. Mat 4:5-6) and trick 
 people into thinking they are hearing from God (1Ti 4:1) 
 
 5.3.3. False prophets do exist  and are cleverly disguised (2Pe 2:1; 2Co 11:12-15). 
 
5.4. What is NOT the criteria for testing (and determining) whether God is truly speaking audibly to someone (or 
has given them the gift of prophecy)?: 
 
 5.4.1. They heard a voice, had a vision, supernatural experience or possess a certain feeling (Jer 14:14; 
 23:16, 26; Jer 17:9; Eze 13:2-9; Ecc 5:3; 2Th 2:9-10; Mat 24:24; Pro 14:12*remember also:  the demons 
 speak; the burning bosom doctrine of the Mormon cult) 
 
 5.4.2. What they claim to hear from God comes true (Deu 13:1-3). 
 
5.5.  What (then) is the criteria for testing (determining) whether God is truly speaking audibly to someone (or has 
given them the gift of prophecy)?(ALL ARE NECESSARY): 
 
  5.5.1. Their life and message call people to obedience (not rebellion) and is accompanied by a 
 miraculous sign/forecast (Deu 13:1-5 w/2Co 11:1-3 w/15 and 2Pe 2:1//Deu 18:22 w/2Co 12:12; e.g. the 
 charismatic movement today is filled w/ women pastors in damning rebellion to God's Word and the 
 sound gospel message of obedience to all that God commands - 1Ti 2:11-15; also 1Co 14:34) 
 
 5.5.2. The truth of God's already established words (i.e. the Scriptures) (Act 17:11; Isa 8:20) 
 
 5.5.3. The approval/recognition of a true, biblically defined Christian church - i.e. one where Christ 
 and the Holy Spirit truly reside (1Co 14:28-29, 33 w/Act 15:28 w/Act 11:19-26) 
 
 5.5.4. They exist as God's temporary guidance until the new canon and covenant community (i.e. the 
 church) are established (Eph 2:19-22 w/3:5; 1Co 13:8-10; IOW: supernatural direction is needed until the 
 supernatural book is completed! Hence why the last book in the bible is a call to contend for what has 
 now been "once for all handed down"-Jud 3; new revelation would mean the canon remains open and 
 the coming of another covenant. This again has been the position of the Church for the last 2k yrs!).  
 
5.6. CONCLUSION: God is no longer speaking audibly today nor do (legitimate) prophets exist2. 
 
 5.6.1. Objection #1: What about Paul's commands regarding prophecy (1Co 14:1; 1Th 5:20)? They are 
 valid commands given to people during the time when the New Testament was not yet  complete and 
 additional guidance was needed. 
 
 5.6.2. Objection #2: What about Paul's mention of the office of prophet as one of Christ's gifts to  the 
 church (and as a means to her protection) in (Eph 4:11-16)? Those verses also mention the office of 
 Apostle which  also no longer exists (since it is impossible to meet the criteria of Act 1:21-22) and like 
 the Prophet, is no longer needed to protect the church since the Scriptures are  now complete ("the 
 perfect/complete has come" - 1Co 13:10). 
 
 5.6.3. Objection #3: What about Peter's words in (Act 2:16-18) regarding the fulfillment of Joel 2? 
 It seems clear that prophecy is what will characterize the New Covenant era? What is  taught by  Joel is 
 that prophecy will occur (and in great numbers) as the sign that the New Covenant has indeed been 
 inaugurated.  Consistent with such teaching, Peter infers that this is the reason for the miraculous 
 tongues (prophecy) now taking place at the Pentecost event (b/c the NC has come!). What however is not 
 being inferred is that such phenomenon will continue.   
 
 5.6.4. Objection #4: What about Jesus' statement in John 10:27 about "His sheep hearing His voice"? 
 doesn't this mean people can recognize when it is God speaking audibly to them? It is clear from the 
 context that what Jesus means by "listen" is believe or obey (see v26) not receiving and recognizing an 
 audible message from Him. Such is not even remotely the subject under consideration in the text. 
 
 5.7. What does this mean for those who claim to be receiving audible words from God or are in churches who 
teach this/claim to possess prophets? 
 
 5.7.1. They are being greatly deceived and in grave danger (Jer 17:9; 2Co 11:1-3; 2Pe 2:1-3; Jud 3-8) 
 
 5.7.2. They demonstrate a gross misunderstanding/mishandling of the Scripture (esp. the purpose 
 of the sign gifts: vocal and power - 2Pe 3:14-18) and a temptation to evil desire (Mat 12:39; Luk 16:29-31)  
  
 5.7.3. Those churches and prophets are false, part of a Christian-cult and therefore condemned along 
 w/all who continue to listen to them/part of their communities (Deu 18:20; Jer 23:32; 2Th 2:9-12; 2Jo 
 1:9-11; also Act 20:28). 
 

                                                           
2 It is worth noting the historical significance of the Charismatic's claim to "new words" from God (i.e. an open canon). By the 4th century, the 
Church determined the canon to be closed and all special revelation from God to be finished. 



5.8. What does this mean for us? (Mat 7:15) Evangelism of those laypeople in Charismatic movement/churches 
(Jud 23); Separation from Charismatic churches/pastors/prophets (Consider the hypocrisy, confusion, admittance 
of in competency, partiality(?): John Mac does Strange-Fire conference on cessationism yet does not separate from 
continuationist, John Piper - Mat 23:16-17; 1Jo 2:9-11). 


