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EVANGELISM THAT MATTERS : Evangelism that is faithful (and effective). 

As the church, we are given the command to make disciples for Jesus Christ (Mat 28:19). In other words, to help 
others embrace the good news (gospel) message of "Abundant Life in Jesus Christ by submission to Him as Lord 
Before Savior in the relationship of Covenant through His Church."  However, to be faithful (and effective) to this 
evangelistic command requires we adopt the same philosophy as those in the Bible. Their philosophy of 
evangelism consisted of the following essentials: 1.  FRIENDSHIP (discussed) 

2. WORLDVIEW 

2.1. Worldview (def) : how you view the world/universe and your relationship to it including: what you believe to 
be the origin of life, the meaning or purpose of life, the solution to life's problems and where it is all heading. 

2.2. Everybody possesses a worldview whether they realize it or not.  

2.3. A person's worldview directly affects their outlook on life/how they live (2Th 2:1-3, 3:6-11).  

2.4. As Christians, the gospel we embrace directly determines our worldview. As such, what a person holds as their 
worldview equally reveals what their gospel is (what we really believe to be the true gospel message).  

2.5. That being said, the worldview of many (most?) Americans who claim to be Christian, is essentially no different 
than the Atheist: the way I live my life (i.e. my moral choices, relationships, hobbies, career, place of residence, the 
church I attend; how I spend the time and resources given to me) ultimately does not affect what happens to me 
after I die. And that b/c of their gospel(e.g. Evangelical Christian gospel: "As long as I have faith in Jesus, I am good 
to do what I want"; Atheist: "There is no life after death so I am good to do what I want.").  

The result of possessing this kind of worldview: narcissism (excessive focus on self ; 2Ti 3:1-2), hedonism (live for 
pleasure; 1Co 15:32; 2Ti 3:4), pragmatism (truth determined by its ability to produce desired results. The ends 
justify the means; Rev 3:17; Jer 44:16-18), humanism (human agendas are more important than divine agendas; 
Mat 16:23), secularism (mankind is the product of (theistic) evolution which means that morality/(God?)is also 
evolving ; 1Ti 2:12 - Paul's need to address this issue stems from a feminist/egalitarian worldview that was very 
popular within the Roman Empire - Act 13:50, 17:4, 12). Knowing this to be the result of an "Atheistic-
Evangelical" worldview provides us a valuable diagnostic tool (if any of these symptoms exist, then so does this 
worldview - and its accompanying false gospel -e.g. children exhibiting narcissistic behavior).   

2.6.  Why knowing all of this is important to evangelism: b/c in our efforts to faithfully (and effectively) evangelize 
others (including those who already claim to be Christian but clearly are not), we will also (by necessity) be 
addressing, affecting and attempting to change their current worldview! 

2.7. However, before we can deal with the worldview of others, we must make sure that what we possess is 
correct. In other words, that what we believe and practice is the Christian Worldview - So what is that? 

 2.7.1. Where it all started (Origin)= Creation under Christ 

 All that has ever existed (including men and angels) was originally created in a state of moral perfection 
 and into a world of perfect BEAUTY in germinal form (def. of beauty = order, symmetry and form which  
 fits function) by the 2nd Member of the un-created Godhead, Jesus Christ (Col 1:16-17). It was Creation 
 under (i.e. completely submitted to) Christ. In addition, mankind was given the privileged and fulfilling 
 purpose  of not only functioning as His image-bearing vice-regents, but also His "beauty-architects": 
 expanding the borders of the paradise temple-garden Jesus had given them as their "template of design" 
 for the rest of the planet (Gen 1:28; Gen 2:5-15 - "garden" [para,deison versus kh/poj, =, Luk 23:43; 2Co 
 12:4; Rev 2:7; Gen 3:8 - "walked" w/2Sa 7:6]). What this all means (practically) is that making our 
 lives/world a beautiful place matters to Christ. It is an essential part of holy living and our evangelism of 
 others (Rom 8:12-23).  What this looks like (therefore) is using the resources God has given to us to 
 beautify (bring symmetry/order, form-fitting-function to) our lives (e.g. our appearance, our homes, our 
 lawns, our relationships/families/marriages - most esp. our church! - Hab 1:7-9; 1Co 14:40; Exo 28:2, 40; 
 the "broken window theory"). Never should we as Christians be accused of neglecting (i.e. failing to 
 beautify/ preserve as beautiful) those things God has given us in this life.     

 2.7.2. Where it all went wrong (Problem)= Creation under a Curse 

  2.7.2.1. Though mankind was given such a happy and promising beginning, they (and certain  
  angels before them) rebelled (i.e. sinned) against God - and continue to rebel to this day (Rom  
  3:23, 5:12; 1Jo 1:8; Rev 12:3-4, 7-9). The cause of such rebellion: a desire to be the one making  
  the rules/to be completely sovereign (Gen 3:1-6; consider also Eze 28:11-17; Isa 14:12-14).  



  2.7.2.2. It is for this reason that all sin is odious to God: it represents an attack on His Lordship (or 
  "Godness") (1Sa 15:23; 1Jo 3:4 w/Psa 2:1-3; Jer 5:5; Isa 1:28; Mal 1:6; 2Pe 2:1; Luk 6:46).       

  2.7.2.3. The result/consequence of this "fall" into sin/rebellion  against God was Creation no  
  longer under  Christ - but instead a curse (Rom 1:18ff). Per God's JUSTICE, certain consequences  
   would follow mankind's descent into sin as the punishment for his actions (Gen 3:1-24): 

   2.7.2.3.1. Perversion (Gen 3:6b - "who was w/her" w/2:18; Rom 1:26-27; 1Ti 2:12-15;  
   e.g. women husbands/pastors = perversion of role, homosexuality = perversion of  
   sex/sexuality, laziness = perversion of rest, oppression = perversion of equity, theft =  
   perversion of property, murder = perversion of life/killing, insanity = perversion of  
   rational thinking,  heresy = perversion of gospel truth, ugly homes/lawns/clothes =  
   perversion of beauty/our purpose). 

   2.7.2.3.2. Shame/guilt (Gen 3:7a w/Gen 2:25) 

   2.7.2.3.3. Evasion - i.e. an attempt to cover-up moral/psychological failure by putting  
   the focus/fix on our physiology (Gen 3:7b; e.g. depression as the result of low serotonin  
   levels in the brain; treatment of depression through pills that affect our physiology; Gen  
   4:1-7).  

   2.7.2.3.4. Separation  from God (Gen 3:8; Isa 59:2) 

   2.7.2.3.5. Rationalization - i.e. attempting to justify our un-justifiable position (Gen 3:9- 
   11; Mat 7:22; e.g. Joyce Meyer: "My husband gave me permission to preach/teach.") 

   2.7.2.3.6. Blame-shifting (Gen 3:12-13; e.g. refusal to take responsibility for actions,  
   defense lawyers who fight to keep their guilty clients from receiving adequate justice on 
   insanity/mental health pleas; victim/ghetto mentality; the conclusion of psychology  
   regarding why we suffer [physiological, environmental]) 

   2.7.2.3.7. Pain in labor (the means to producing beauty/abundant life) (Gen 3:16-19) 

   2.7.2.3.8. Insubordination of the (rest of) creation (to man) (Gen 3:17-18; Isa 24:5-6; e.g. 
   adverse weather, natural disasters, animals attacking humans, disease,   
   deformity, etc.) 

   2.7.2.3.9. Physical decay and death (Gen 3:19 - "by the sweat of your face...until you  
   return" - implies a process of decay/dying in fulfillment of Gen 2:17) 

   2.7.2.3.10. Loss of paradise/abundant life (Gen 3:22-24). 

  2.7.2.4. What this means (practically) = We realize that all the bad things of life are the result  
  of our rebellion (both personally and corporately) against God (Jesus Christ) Who   
  created us to be blessed and happy. In other words, the world is falling apart for mankind b/c  
  mankind is "falling apart" from God.       

  2.7.2.5. What we are to faithfully communicate through our lives/    
  evangelism:  

   2.7.2.5.1.  God's justice against our sin/rebellion  is the ultimate reason for   
   suffering/sorrow1       

   2.7.2.5.2. Repentant faith (i.e. looking to Jesus Christ as LBS: as the only One Who  
   can make us just before God if we turn from our sin, submit to His Laws and live a life of  
   justice/maintaining what is right/ making our wrongs right) is the    
   only solution to our sin problem (Luk 3:1-18 w/Mat 3:2 and 4:17; what the false  
   friend/prophet does - Lam 2:14) 

   2.7.2.5.3. God desires an attitude of acceptance (versus complaining against God) when  
   we suffer under His justice (Jam 1:2; Lam 3:39)  

    2.7.2.5.4. Through Christ (i.e. by becoming a Christian) all suffering (i.e. God's justice)   
   now works for us rather than against us. IOW: it is restorative/rehabilitative versus  
   destructive (Rom 8:28-29).  

                                                           
1 Christ's atonement does not remove our suffering for sin in this life. It is actually just the opposite. As God's righteous children we will 
suffer/be disciplined in this life for sin (Heb 12:7; 1Pe 4:17). It is the next life where the promise of freedom from suffering exists. The fact that 
Christians still face physical death should make this abundantly clear. It does however come without its former "sting" (1Co 15:55). 


