
Galatians 6 Part 3 

 

GETTING THE GOSPEL RIGHT (GTGR): (GAL 6:1-10) 

The book of Galatians is about getting the gospel right. All six chapters have this as their theme. This also therefore was 
Paul's purpose for writing the letter : so that his original recipients (the churches in the Galatian region) - as well as those 
churches reading it in the future, would (indeed) GTGR. As such all the book's instruction; all the truths established by its 
inspired words, exist to elucidate and illuminate this main theme and purpose. 

19. GTGR requires exercising proper church discipline. 

How and how often a church exercises discipline says a great deal about whether they are GTGR. The Reformers 
understood this and as a result, crafted several of their confessionals to include this as the mark of a true church. For 
instance, both the  Scotch Confession of Faith and the famous Belgic Confession cite three things as that which 
distinguishes the true from the false church. Included in that list is "the faithful exercise of church discipline" (Art. 18). 

Paul of course, understood this as well. As such, the beginning of chapter 6 is devoted to teaching the Galatians (and us) 
what exercising proper church discipline means... 

19.1. We deal with (versus ignore) the sins of others in the covenant community (1) . 

According to Paul, the moment "anyone (in the Body of Christ) is caught in any transgression" we are to deal w/it -i.e. 
take the necessary steps to see them "restored". Which means (as discussed last week), seeing to it that they are 
making their wrongs right/justice is served since  this is both the biblical definition of repentance (Luk 3:8-14) and the 
prerequisite to restoration  (i.e. no restoration w/o repentance - Luk 19:1-9; 2Co 12:21 w/13:7-9).  

19.2. We (as the church) must be living in submission to Christ and the fear of God (1). 

Paul makes our own submission to God/Christ a prerequisite ("you who are spiritual" -i.e. walking in submission to the 
Spirit/Christ - 5:16-26; Joh 16:13-15) to carrying out church discipline (since hypocrisy is not allowed, successful -nor 
congruent w/the character of a church GTGR). 

19.3. We understand that discipline is one of greatest ways we demonstrate our love for one another and obedience to 
Christ (2). 

Today, the world (and even much of the church!), tends to view discipline as cruel and unloving. Because so few know 
what the Bible truly teaches about the Christian Faith, it is also viewed as "un-Christian". When one however does take 
the time to read and understand God's Word, they realize that the reality of things is just the opposite! The practice of 
church discipline (i.e. seeing that justice is served) is viewed by Paul as an act of love - of serving and carrying the 
burdens of others in the Body of Christ ("bear each other's burdens"). As such, it is also one of the ways we 
demonstrate our obedience to Christ and the Law ("fulfill the Law of Christ" - 1Co 9:20-21).   

19.4. We do not believe that someone is above/exempt from the Law (3). 

Hardly a week goes by where the news isnt sharing yet another story of a criminal escaping justice because of who they 
are (e.g. a celebrity, politician, insane, too young, too old, etc.). However, we do not expect that in the church. Yet it is 
equally common today to hear of pastors who were caught embezzling, or adultery or other lewd acts, yet are never 
disciplined for their actions. Recently (for example) I was made aware of a situation where a pastor's son was involved in 
lewd acts with one of the girls in the church. Though the pastor (his father) knew about it, he hid it from the 
congregation and took no action against his son. The elder board (upon finding out) also did the same in relation to the 
pastor. They suppressed it rather than removing him from office. As such, they acted as though he was "above the Law". 
However, going back to what Paul says in verse one, he makes it clear that no-one fits into that category ("if anyone is 
caught in any transgression"). This (then) is reinforced by what is said in verse 3.   

(3) For anyone thinks he [IOW: If the person "caught in transgression" believes ("thinks") how he feels (i.e. sad, 
remorseful, sorry) or who he is (e.g. a believer in Jesus Christ, a Christian for 30 yrs, a pastor)] is something [Meaning 
something of value; something that should allow them to forego the discipline process and simply be restored], when he 
is nothing [Nobody is exempt or above the Law! How they feel or who they are does not exempt them from the process 
or trump what they have done. This again includes all ages and types of people -even the mentally challenged (Lev 
24:22)], he deceives himself [They do not understand biblical repentance/justice - again, the pre-requisite to restoration 
- Pro 28:5]." 



The serious crimes (sins) a church commits when they allow the disposition/status of the guilty party keep them from 
carrying out discipline (esp. excommunication): 

19.4.1. Failure to love them ("bear" their "burden") and Christ ("fulfill the Law of Christ" - Joh 14:15; In this respect 
consider 1Jo 4:20-5:3) 

19.4.2. Perversion of justice: partiality (1Ti 5:21; Deu 16:18-20) 

19.4.3. Perversion of justice: punishment of the innocent/protection of the guilty (Exo 23:6-7; Deu 27:19; Pro 31:5-9; Psa 
82:3; Isa 1:16-17; Jer 5:27-29; a gross misunderstanding of Mat 18:15ff has caused many churches to be guilty of this 
crime). 

19.4.4. Giving false hope that they remain in a right standing w/God; that their justification is still intact (Consider again 
Gal 5:4 - Paul gives no such hope).   

19.4.5. Preaching of a false Jesus/gospel (Mat 12:15-21 w/Isa 42:1-4) 

19.5. We expect the guilty to demonstrate their repentance by their deeds and acceptance of their punishment.   

Though implied from the beginning of Paul's instruction in this section, verse 4 is where he establishes what is expected 
in the repentance of "anyone caught in any transgression". And it begins with a demonstration of these two things: 
deeds and acceptance.  

As it relates to the first (deeds) consider verse 4.  

 (4) "But [de.= After a negative stmt (v3 - "he is nothing, he deceives himself"), it should be translated "rather" (e.g. Eph 
4:15). As such, Paul is indicating that he will now give instruction as to HOW one goes about being restored] let each one 
test [dokima,zw = approve through testing - Luk 14:19; 1Ti 3:10. The idea of establishing a period of time (i.e. a time of 
testing) for those excommunicated is thus supported. This word can also be translated "examine" - 1Co 11:28] his own 
work [his moral deeds - Jam 2:14. Combined w/the action of testing/examining, this means the individual under 
discipline must prove by their actions/deeds that they are repentant and fit to remain or be received back into the 
covenant community (Act 26:20; 2Co 13:5-8). Again this includes justice: making their wrongs right (Luk 3:8-14; Luk 19:1-
9)], and then his reason to boast [In this context, "to have confidence" he will remain/be received back into the 
covenant community] will be in himself alone [It wb based on what he has demonstrated through his actions/deeds] 
and not in his neighbor [BAD TRANSLATION = e[teron=from which we get the word "heterosexual" referring to someone 
other than ourselves (in gender). This then is the word's meaning and proper translation ("other/another"). In this 
context, Paul is most likely referring to Christ. The blasphemous "toilet" view of Jesus (1Jo 1:9 misinterpreted) was as 
common in the first century as it is today  (e.g. Rom 6:1-2)]." 

How Paul's instruction about boasting (here) is not a violation of (Rom 4:2) = Paul is dealing w/ the subject of repentance 
(in Gal 6:4) versus justification (as he is in Rom 4:2). IOW: Romans 4 is dealing w/how we initially GAIN our justification 
(we do it by faith which excludes boasting in anything we have done) whereas Galatians 6 - how we regain/remain in our 
former justified state (we do it w/boasting  or relying on what we have done in repentance)1. 

Acceptance of this burden (equally important to the process of repentance and restoration) Paul picks up in verse 5.   

(5) "For each [guilty person - "anyone caught in any transgression"]will have to bear his own load [Accept responsibility 
for his actions and begin making things right - again, the key to justice/repentance]." 

Paul's instruction in verse 5 provides valuable insight as it regards the heart of the guilty person since acceptance is as 
much about attitude as action. As such, one of the clearest signs a person is genuinely repentant, is an attitude of 
acceptance. They take full responsibility for their actions, and what is necessary to make it right (i.e. "the punishment 
inflicted by the majority" - 2Co 2:6). Likewise, those whose sorrow for their actions is temporary, worldly and 
disingenuous, will oftentimes display an attitude which rejects (or has a hard time) accepting such responsibility. In 
other words, they will adopt the place of victim and the complaint of personal injustice. In this respect consider again 
(2Co 7:8-11).  

                                                           
1 The fact that what a person is doing through their deeds of repentance (in the case of excommunication) is regaining their former 
justified state is indeed the way God desires us to view this particular process of restoration since such thinking allows us to 
reconcile the idea of one losing their justification and yet (at the same time) through restoration, not be in violation of (Heb 6:6 - re-
crucifying Christ).  


