
Galatians 6 Part 1 

 

GETTING THE GOSPEL RIGHT (GTGR): (GAL 6:1-10) 

The book of Galatians is about getting the gospel right. All six chapters have this as their theme. This also therefore was 
Paul's purpose for writing the letter : so that his original recipients (the churches in the Galatian region) - as well as those 
churches reading it in the future, would (indeed) GTGR. As such all the book's instruction; all the truths established by its 
inspired words, exist to elucidate and illuminate this main theme and purpose. 

19. GTGR requires exercising proper church discipline. 

How and how often a church exercises discipline says a great deal about whether they are GTGR. The Reformers 
understood this and as a result, crafted several of their confessionals to include this as the mark of a true church. For 
instance, both the  Scotch Confession of Faith and the Belgic Confession cite three things as that which distinguishes the 
true from the false church. Included in that list is "the faithful exercise of church discipline". 

Paul of course, understood this as well. As such, the beginning of chapter 6 is devoted to teaching the Galatians (and us) 

what exercising proper church discipline means... 

19.1. We deal with (versus ignore) the sins of others in the covenant community. 

It is not uncommon today for churches (and their congregations) to adopt a "don't ask, don't tell" policy in relation to 
the sinful actions of their members.  Those sins which may have larger political repercussions, can bring the exceptional 
sanction, but in most cases, the extent of involvement is simply to "pray for that individual" and otherwise ignore their 
sin. This however is not the biblical prescription. According to Paul, we are to faithfully deal (not only with our sins) but 
also with those who do not take the same approach in relation to their own.  

(1) "Brothers [members of the covenant community], if anyone is caught in any transgression [Confirmed to be guilty by 

objective witness  (Mat 18:16; Deu 19:15.)].Though the application of this verse would apply to any sin in general (except apostasy - 
Heb 6:4-6), the one Paul is specifically referring to (as the reason for bringing this up) is false teaching (i.e. the proliferation of the  

Judaizer's false gospel among the Galatian congregations - see 5:101)] you who are spiritual should restore him" [Bring back to 

a right standing/righteous living before God (Jam 5:19-20)]. 

What (then) restoration from transgression (i.e. dealing with sin) entails (2Co 12:21-13:11): 

19.1.1. Identifying the sin according to God's Law (you can't have "transgression"/sin without the Law still being in force 
- Gal 6:1; Rom 5:13; 1Jo 3:4) (2Co 12:21-13:1; Mat 18:16; Deu 19:15) 

19.1.2. Extending punishment/justice that fits the crime (2Co 13:2; Exo  21:23-27) 

19.1.3. Clarifying that the path of genuine repentance (and restoration to the covenant community for those  guilty of 
capital crimes)will include an acceptance of one's guilt, responsibility to make things right and the production of 
righteous fruit  (2Co 13:5-11; Luk 3:8-14; 2Co 7:10-11; *Gal 6:4-10 w/Mat 12:23). 

Why (1Pe 4:8) does not apply = It refers to our sins - not the sins of others! 

 

                                                           
1 Given the historical setting/situation prompting the writing of this letter, it is only natural (even expected) that Paul would 
eventually address this issue in more detail. The first five chapters therefore are devoted to convincing the Galatians of Paul's 
position; the final chapter, instructing them how to handle the detractors.  



 

19.2. We (as the church) must be living in submission to Christ and the fear of God. 

Churches (esp. elders) not living in faithful obedience to Christ/fear of God have no business sitting in judgment of 
others (Mat 7:1-5, 23:28). An unfaithful church (or pastorate) therefore creates a "catch 22" situation: they are damned 
if they do practice church discipline (given their hypocrisy) and damned if they don't (since they now stand against the 
gospel - i.e. they are GTGW, and are by default, a false church). Paul therefore makes our own submission to God/Christ 
a prerequisite to carrying out church discipline. 

(1) "...you who are spiritual [Walking/submitting to the Spirit/Christ (Gal 5:16-26; Joh 16:13-15)] restore him in a spirit of 
gentleness. [Acting as under authority of another; attitude/actions which demonstrate our own submission to/acceptance of 

authority -in this case the authority of Christ under the NC (2Co 10:1-2; 2Ti 2:25; Tit 3:2; Jam 1:21; "/.consider also Mat 8:8-9). This 
phrase therefore does not refer to an attitude/actions which are timid/effeminate - or even kind/nice! Such thinking contradicts 
Paul's own attitude toward those caught in transgression (Gal 1:8-9, 2:11, 3:1, 5:10-11). It also contradicts the biblical prescription 
for those preaching a false gospel  - again the historical context and therefore the primary "transgression" Paul has in mind (i.e. the 
bible NEVER calls for kindness or prayer in re: to FT's - e.g. Mat 15:8-14; 2Pe 2:1; Jud 3-4; Phi 3:2; 2Jo 1:9-11; Tit 1:10-14, 3:10-11; 

Rom 16:17-19)]. Keep watch on yourself, [Idiomatic for "reflect on the current situation as a warning in relation to your own life" 

(1Co 10:11; Pro 4:23)] lest you too be tempted"[Nobody is immune to the potential of committing the same sin or the 

punishment it deserves! (*Gal 6:3).  The essence of what Paul is saying in this last sentence of verse 1 is, "make sure you fear God or 
you too wb led astray!" (1Co 10:12; Ecc 12:13; Phi 2:12; 1Pe 2:17)]. 

This truth is important not just to the exercise of proper church discipline but also proper parenting. That being said, the 
Scripture reveals several other consequences (besides heresy and hypocrisy) which will most assuredly follow those who 
choose to attempt (church or parental) discipline without themselves living in submission to Christ and the fear of God: 

19.2.1. We will be guilty of abuse (1Pe 5:3) 

19.2.2. Our success in restoring them will suffer (i.e. hypocrisy = provocation - Col 3:21, Eph 6:4; 2Co 4:2 w/1Co 4:6). 

 


