
Galatians 5 P7 

 
GETTING THE GOSPEL RIGHT (GTGR) (GAL 5:16-26) 

As discussed in previous studies, the reason Paul wrote the book of Galatians was so that the churches in that region could/would 
get the gospel right. This then is the letter’s overarching general/main theme: Getting the Gospel Right. Every principle/truth 
established in the letter therefore has this as its purpose (GTGR!). Chapters 5 and 6 represent the 2nd half of Paul's "gain and 
maintain" gospel (2:15-21). As such these two remaining chapters establish what the Christian must do (and not do) if they are to 
maintain (through faithful obedience to all of God's commands) the justification gained (through faith alone in Christ). 

18. GTGR requires (if we are to maintain what we've gained) walking by the Spirit (16-26). 

18.1. (16) "But I say, Walk by the Spirit"  

18.2. What exactly "walking by the Spirit" means (and what it entails) is the focus of the remaining instruction:  

  

 18.2.1. Walking by the Spirit means submitting to the Spirit's desires - versus the desires of the flesh (16-17a). 

 The desires of the Spirit = submission to all of God's Law (what does the Spirit follow? - Rom 7:12, 14; walking by the Spirit is 
 the antithesis to  being convicted/condemned by the Spirit of lawlessness/sin - Joh 16:13; it is the fulfillment of the NC 
 promises  - Eze 36:27; Jer 31:33). 

 18.2.2. Walking by the Spirit entails (then) obedience/submission to God's Law (as applied under the NC). 

 Paul was not against the Law, but only the Law as applied under its Old Covenant Administration (the position of the 
 Judaizers). Paul knew that the Law (applied under its NC administration/by Jesus/by the Spirit) was imperative to salvation. 
 By couching his appeal to the Law in terms of the Spirit, he (however) does more than just indicate its new application, he 
 also alludes to another prophetic key to success: a heart able to love the Law (Eze 36:26-"heart of flesh"). 

  How we possess a love for God's Law: 

  18.2.2.1. By changing our perspective about the Law (Deu 6:24, 10:12-13; Pro 30:5; Psa 119:6, 24, 45, 113-114,  
  165). 

  The Law as:  PROTECTION        PRISON 

       VS.  

  18.2.2.2. By GTGR! (i.e. seeing our obedience to all of God's Law as necessary/imperative to the gospel/being  
  saved -- since we do what deem to be necessary/imperative) 

 18.2.3. The Spirit will help us overcome our flesh (i.e. sinful desires)  if we submit to His desires (i.e. God's Law as applied 
 under the NC).  

 (16) "Walk by the Spirit (i.e. submit to His desires) and you will not gratify (i.e. not satisfy/fulfill) the desires of the flesh." 

 (17) "The desires of the Spirit are against the flesh...to keep you from doing the things you want to do.(i.e. the sinful  
 things of the flesh - SEE Num 15:39-40)"  

 This (then) represents the confidence we can possess in our attempt to submit to the Spirit/Law's demands: The Spirit 
 Himself guarantees our success (Rom 8:1-13). Hence the reason Paul can make this promise in (1Co 10:13). This is why also, 
 Christians have NO EXCUSE for failing to be faithful (2Pe 1:3; 1Jo 4:4)!  

 

 

 



 18.2.4. The Spirit will NOT help those who choose to continue practicing legalism or antinomianism (18-21). 

 Though the Holy Spirit can give us victory over sin, He does not give aid to those who practice  either legalism (i.e. 
 "something more than what God says is required for justification/salvation" versus the biblical position: "only what God 
 says is required for justification/salvation"- 18) or antinomianism (i.e. "we are justified AND saved by faith alone" versus the 
 biblical position:"we are justified by faith alone BUT not saved by faith alone"; "Faith alone is never alone" - Reformers - 
 19-21). 

 
 18.2.5. Walking by the Spirit (i.e. choosing to submit to His desires) looks like bearing His fruit and our cross (22-24). 

 Like  verses 19-21, Paul's instruction here is for the purpose of diagnosis. This time however, its goal is positive: 
 identifying those who are submitting to the Law as applied by the Spirit. And according to Paul, this looks like two things: 

 18.2.5.1. Bearing the Spirit's fruit 

 (22-23) "But the fruit of the Spirit (i.e. the resulting actions/attitudes/state...the PROOF/MARKS of lives submitted to the 
 Spirit/Law -Col 1:8-10 - Notice: bearing fruit is the proof of walking...love in the Spirit...every good work -i.e. obedience to 
 the Law; Pro 1:31; Jer 17:10; Hos 10:13; Mat 3:8) is love (seeking righteousness/justice in relation to others; encouraging 
 them to fulfill the Law; v13-14; why love is the fulfillment of the Law - Rom 13:8-10), joy (happiness with God's precepts 
 and providence - 1Th 1:6), peace (the opposite of strife, the pursuit of unity and reconciliation w/others - esp. those w/in 
 the church; -Rom 14:14-22, 15:13; 1Co 14:33; Eph 2:15-17, 4:3, 6:23; 1Pe 3;11; Col 3:15; 1Th 5:13; Heb 12:14), patience 
 (commitment that endures through personal trials or with the faults/weaknesses of others - Heb 6:12; Jam 5:10; Col 1:11, 
 3:12-13; Eph 4:2; 2Ti 4:2), kindness (generous in concern/care for others - most esp. those in the church; unending 
 forgiveness -Gal 6:9-10; Rom 11:22; Eph 2:7; Col 3:12-13; Tit 3:4; ), goodness (a focused pursuit of only those things which 
 are upright and excellent  and glorifying to God. This most esp. applies as it relates to our speech and choice of recreation - 
 Phi 4:8-9; Eph 5:3-12 ), faithfulness (obedience to all of God's Law that is not selective, sporadic and seasonal - Heb 11:1-40, 
 12:2 versus Mat 13:20-21, 41-42), gentleness (not a reference to mannerisms which are effeminate, avoiding tension or 
 spineless, but rather possessing a teachable heart, acting as one under the authority of Christ - Gal 6:1; Jam 1:21, 3:13; 1Pe 
 3:15), self-control (thoughts and actions driven by truth versus emotion - Act 24:25; 2Pe 1:6); against such things there is 
 no law (i.e. these character traits are not in violation - but rather fulfilling, God's Law - and therefore also, the desires 
 of the Spirit.)." = By Paul's reference to the Law he is  highlighting the correlation between the Law and walking by the 
 Spirit. In other words, when we keep the Law (versus being "against such things") we walk by - and bear, the fruit of 
 the Spirit! This last statement ("against such things...") is also in contrast to Paul's warning regarding those who produce the 
 fruit of the flesh (19-21). Rather than standing under the condemnation of the God's Law, we will be approved by it (since 
 once more, no law stands "against" those walking by and producing the fruit of the Spirit). These verses therefore carry 
 forward  the message of assurance preached by the biblical authors: assurance of salvation is found not only in looking to 
 our faith in Christ, but also our fruit /deeds while in marriage covenant w/Christ (Peter - 2Pe 1:5-11; John - 1Jo 3:10; Rev 
 19:8, 20:11-15). Paul's call for spiritual fruit however is more than just proof of a life submitted to the Spirit/Law, it too 
 echoes NC prophecy (NC Israel is prophetically depicted as bearing righteous fruit in contrast to the  
 rebellion of OC Israel - Eze 17:23; Mat 21:33-43; Joh 15:2-8;  Rom 11:16-22). In other words, Paul is once again 
 demonstrating to the Galatians his position to be the truly biblical one (over against that of the Judaizers). How he does it 
 though, is the piece important not to miss: he does it by showing that his NC soteriology is connected to and consistent 
 with OC soteriology. As such, he establishes yet (again) the hermeneutical "lithmus test" for GTGR (i.e. there must be 
 connection and consistency between OT and NT salvation).       

 18.2.5.2. Bearing our cross: 

 (24) "And those who belong to Christ Jesus (i.e. are in marriage covenant relationship w/Him - Rom 7:1-4 - belonging 
 means marriage and bearing fruit; Rom 8:9 - The Spirit is considered a crucial part of being in the marriage cov. w/Christ; 
 this the marriage cov. language of the OT - Eze 16:8) have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires." (i.e. said "no" 
 to the sinful attitudes and actions promoted by our fallen nature - Tit 2:12) = Paul's words here reveal  what else is included 
 in the Christian's crucifixion to Christ (2:20 -it includes not only submission to Christ as Lord/Master but its corollary also-
 the dethronement of our flesh; see also Luk 9:23 - Notice: this dethronement of self is to be done "daily"). Practically 
 speaking, verse 24 further reinforces the fact that even as a Christian (i.e. in a justified, Spirit-empowered relationship 
 w/Christ) our flesh (or sinful nature) is still very much alive and must be conquered (Gen 4:7). The difference is, we  now 
 have the power to do so (through submitting our lives to the Spirit's/Law's desires - 17b; see also Eph 1:19; Rom 8:4). In 
 other words, "deliverance ministries" are not GTGR!  

 So then, what (according to Paul) walking by the Spirit looks like is the very opposite of those living by "the works of the 
 flesh" (19-21). As such, Paul sees the bearing of spiritual fruit as the proof/marks of one's relationship (or continuance in 
 relationship) w/Christ. This too would have been a formidable blow to the Judaizer's agenda (i.e. the OC clean laws as the 
 markers  or proof of relationship w/Christ - 3:17-18, 6:13; consider Peter's words in Act 10:34-35).  More importantly, Paul 
 makes it abundantly clear that being a Christian does indeed bring with it a very high expectation: the expectation of 
 immediately and faithfully maintaining what we have so graciously gained by faith in Christ (i.e. there are no "carnal 
 Christians"!).  The remaining verses in this section (24-25) make this crucial gospel truth their focus as the conclusion to 
 Paul's thoughts. 


