
 

Galatians 5 P6.1 

 
GETTING THE GOSPEL RIGHT (GTGR): A Re-Capping and Casting of (GAL 5:16-26) 

As discussed in previous studies, the reason Paul wrote the book of Galatians was so that the churches in that region could/would 
get the gospel right. This then is the letter’s overarching general/main theme: Getting the Gospel Right. Every principle/truth 
established in the letter therefore has this as its purpose (GTGR!). Chapters 5 and 6 represent the 2nd half of Paul's "gain and 
maintain" gospel (2:15-21). As such these two remaining chapters establish what the Christian must do (and not do) if they are to 
maintain (through faithful obedience to all of God's commands) the justification gained (through faith alone in Christ). 

18. GTGR requires (if we are to maintain what we've gained) walking by the Spirit (16-26). 
18.1. (16) "But I say, Walk by the Spirit"  
 
18.2. What exactly "walking by the Spirit" means (and what it entails) is the focus of the remaining instruction:  
 18.2.1. Walking by the Spirit means submitting to the Spirit's desires - versus the desires of the flesh. 
 What Paul is specifically referring to by the phrase "walk by the Spirit" is obedience/submission to "the desires of the Spirit" 
 which are "against" or "opposed to" the "the desires of the flesh" (see v17a; Rom 6:16). The "flesh" (as discussed in v13) is 
 a common biblical metaphor for sin (or sinful desires). The "Spirit" (or "desires of the Spirit") refers to the Law since this is 
 His will/desire: obedience/submission to all of God's Law - hence, the source of His truth and conviction to the world (Joh 
 16:7-11, 12-15).   
  
 That obedience/submission to God's Law is indeed what Paul has in mind (as the Spirit's desires) is also confirmed by its 
 precedent in Ezekiel (Eze 36:27 = "I will put My Spirit in you and cause [i.e. enable you] you to walk in my statutes and obey 
 my rules."; in addition see Jer 31:33 - "Put my law within them"; Jam 4:4-10).  
 
 How is this different from what the Judaizers were preaching? 
  18.2.1.1.  Judaizers = Law as applied under the OC (hence their demand for observance of the OC clean laws - 4:9,  
  5:2-3). 
  
  18.2.1.2. Paul/Christianity = Law as applied under the NC (the "Law of Christ" - Gal 6:1; the "Law of the Spirit" -  
  Rom 8:1. Both designations are meant to distinguish it from its predecessor as well as indicate the change in  
  covenant administration: this is now the time of the NC; the time of prophetic fulfillment in Messiah and Spirit).  
  
 As such, though there is indeed change (e.g. Christ is now our "clean law"), the Law (in principle) remains (and must be 
 observed) "until heaven and earth pass away" (Mat 5:18; Luk 16:16-17; Rom 3:31).  Law-keeping is an important part of 
 what God purposed to accomplish through our salvation, His grace and Christ's redemption (Tit 2:11-14). So then, Paul was 
 not against the Law, but only the Law as applied under its OC administration. 
 
 18.2.2. Walking by the Spirit entails (then) obedience/submission to God's Law (as applied under the NC). 
 And we do that by possessing hearts that love His Law, since this is the key (Psa 119:7-8, 14-16, 20- 24, 33-35, 46-48, 52-56, 
 60-64, 69-72, 77-80, 89-94, 97-104, 111-112, 113-120, 127-128, 129, 134-136, 140-143, 158-159, 161-168, 172-176:Notice 
 the cause & effect relationship between love for God's Law and submission to God's Law - the former produces the latter. 
 This is the theme of Psalm 119!). As such it is clear that Paul understood what ultimately causes people (including those 
 professing to be Christians) to fail in their commitments to God. It is because they do not love God's Law - nor Him, since 
 the two are inextricably linked (i.e. to love God is to love His Law - Joh 14:15; 1Jo 5:3). This principle still holds true today: 
 people fail to keep God's Law because they do not love (i.e. they are unwilling to fully submit) to God (and His Law). In other 
 words, they hate (v. love) Him and His Lordship over their lives.     
 
 How we possess a love for God's Law: 
  18.2.2.1. By changing our perspective about the Law (e.g. two stickmen each in the center of a circle; Deu 6:24,  
  10:12-13; Pro 30:5; Psa 119:6, 24, 45, 113-114, 165). 
  
  18.2.2.2. By GTGR! (i.e. seeing our obedience to all of God's Law as necessary/imperative to the gospel/being  
  saved -- since we do what deem to be necessary/imperative) 
  
 18.2.3. The Spirit will help us overcome our flesh (i.e. sinful desires)  if we submit to His desires (i.e. God's Law as applied 
 under the NC).  
 (16) "Walk by the Spirit (i.e. submit to His desires) and you will not gratify (i.e. not satisfy/fulfill) the desires of the flesh." 
 (17) "The desires of the Spirit are against the flesh...to keep you from doing the things you want to do.(i.e. the sinful  
 things of the flesh - SEE Num 15:39-40)" 
  
 This (then) represents the confidence we can possess in our attempt to submit to the Spirit/Law's demands: The Spirit 
 Himself guarantees our success (Rom 8:1-13). Hence the reason Paul can make this promise in (1Co 10:13). This is why also, 
 Christians have NO EXCUSE for failing to be faithful (2Pe 1:3; 1Jo 4:4)!  
  
 18.2.4. The Spirit will NOT help those who choose to continue practicing legalism or antinomianism. 
 Though we are the ones responsible for obeying God's Law (i.e. the cause), to do so we need the help of the Holy Spirit. the 
 problem is, the Spirit does not give aid to those who practice  either legalism or antinomianism. As such Paul addresses 
 both:  



  18.2.4.1. As it regards legalism (i.e. "something more than what God says is required for justification/salvation"  
  versus the biblical position: "only what God says is required for justification/salvation"): 
  (18)"But if you are led (i.e. choosing to walk) by the Spirit, you are not (i.e. you cannot be!) under the law" =  
  In other  words, "You can't have it both ways!" Either the Galatians were going to choose the biblical path (what  
  Paul is preaching) and receive the help of the Spirit - or the path being promoted by the Judaizers (observance of  
  the OC clean laws) - a path that would lead them away from the Spirit's help and into the spiritual bondage of  
  legalism (obedience to what God has not/no longer commands).  
 
  How we can be confident that legalism is indeed what Paul has in mind = As discovered in prior studies, the  
  phrase "under the law" is a reference to the OC. To be "under the law" therefore means to be under the OC  
  administration (Rom 2:12, 3:19; 1Co 9:20; Gal 4:4-5).  Hence, Paul is not only addressing the legalism being  
  pushed by the Judaizers in this verse - but more importantly, calling the Galatians to make a decision ("if...you  
  cannot!"). In other words, "Which administration (or authority) do you want to be under - the NC (identified as 'the 
  Spirit') or the OC (identified as 'the Law')?" The former was the position of "freedom" (13), the second "slavery" -  
  or again, legalism (1). And as before, their choice would determine whether or not Holy Spirit help was available to  
  them.   
 
  Why Paul identifies the NC as "the Spirit"  and the OC as "the Law" = Each (the Spirit and the Law) represent God's  
  contribution to His redemptive plan as it progresses (and matures) through the two redemptive covenants (OC and 
  NC) (Joh 1:14-16 w/Joh 16:13 and Heb 10:29).  
 
  Where this becomes practical for us (modern examples) = NO spiritual help (or victory over sin -Rom 8:4) for those  
  churches/Christians believing they can avoid sin by employing/enforcing man-made laws -i.e. rules not est'd by  
  God (e.g. removing their kids from public schools, banning all drinking of alcohol or use of tobacco - Col 2:23). 
   
  Why Christians adopt legalism (though it forfeits the help of HS) (3 reasons) = ignorance, easier than   
  discipline/discipleship, fear that God's ways (alone) wb insufficient.     
 
  18.2.4.2. As it regards antinomianism (i.e. "we are justified AND saved by faith alone" versus the biblical position:  
  "we are justified by faith alone BUT not saved by faith alone"; "Faith alone is never alone" - Reformers): 
  (19 -21) "Now the works of the flesh (i.e. the desires of our sinful nature which are opposed to God's   
  Law/antinomian) are evident (i.e. made plain in its fruit/our actions or attitude): sexual immorality (to give your  
  beauty to someone other than your spouse -Eze 16:15), impurity (sexual perversion, sex which is dishonoring to  
  God or His intended sexual design - Rom 1:24; Heb 13:4), sensuality (operate by feelings/emotions -2Pe 2:2,18; Jud 
  4 w/16, 18 versus 20-21), idolatry (worshipping/serving a false god or worshipping/serving the true God falsely -  
  Eph 5:5; 1Co 10:7), sorcery (any attempt to access the spiritual realm or its power that is outside of God - Deu  
  18:10-12; 1Sa 28:1-16;  Act 19:19; Rev 21:8), enmity (unforgiveness or hatred/hostility toward others due to race  
  or other unrighteous reasons - Mat 6:15; Rom 8:7; Eph 2:14-16; Jam 4:4), strife (the result of hatred/enmity,  
  irreconcilable, unreasonable, easily-offended, possessing evil-suspicions, not pursuing peace thru listening to the  
  "words of Christ" spoken by the Body of Christ - Pro 10:12; 2Ti 3:3; 1Co 1:10-11, 11:16-19; 1Ti 6:4-5; Col 3:15-16),  
  jealousy (literally, "zeal", expecting complete devotion - in this case, without proper application/knowledge -Rom  
  10:2;  Jam 3:14-16), fits of anger (anger which expresses itself in sinful ways/actions - Gen 49:5-7; Eph 4:26),  
  rivalries (as it regards the  interests of others -i.e. the church and our own; allowing our love of the world to  
  supersede our love of the brethren - e.g. choosing to be short in our tithe - 1Jo 2:7-11 w/ 15-17; Rom 2:8; Phi 1:17,  
  2:3-4; Jam 3:14-16; selfish ambition, trading on the name of Christ - e.g. "Christian Brothers Moving: The 'Trusted'  
  Name in Colorado Moving" - Mat 5:33-37),  dissensions (causing of division - in this case, in the church - Rom  
  16:17; Jud 19 - division w/in Christianity/church is b/c of those following their flesh - NOT saints contending for the 
  Faith! IOW: If everyone would simply submit to God's Law, there wb unity), divisions (literally, "heresies", false  
  gospels - 2Pe 2:1; 1Co 11:19), envy (different than jealousy; to desire for yourself what someone else possesses -in  
  this case, not available to you; coveting - Mat 27:18), drunkenness (impaired by alcohol or other substances, Rom  
  13:13; 1Co 6:12), orgies (parties/activities centered on drinking, 1Pe 4:3) and things like these. I warn you, as I  
  warned you before, that those who do such things (i.e. those who practice the vices on this list) will not inherit  
  the kingdom of God (i.e. Heaven will not be your future home - it will instead be Hell!) = Paul's words (in these  
  verses) are intended to do more than simply make clear to the Galatians (and us) that Hell was still a very real  
  possibility (even though they were already in a state of justification - 1- "Christ has set us free" - i.e. free from the  
  need for other forms of justification). They also exist as further refutation that Paul was - by his gospel (and attack  
  of "the works of the Law" or "under the Law"), promoting antinomianism (something he was accused of preaching  
  - see Rom 3:8). According to Paul's instruction regarding the dichotomy between the flesh and the Spirit (17), to  
  follow such a lawless (antinomian) path would mean certain forfeiture of not only  our future in Heaven - but also  
  the Spirit's present help (and ultimately His presence - see Psa 51:11; Eph 4:30). In other words, the Spirit does not  
  help (but instead condemns) those who choose to walk the path of antinomianism (i.e. who follow "the works of  
  the flesh"). Additionally, it is important to note that Paul's list is no way meant to be exhaustive (i.e. there are  
  other things that - if practiced, will also cause that person to go to Hell - e.g. murder) . Consistent with his other  
  writings (and his pastoral perspective), Paul's selection is most likely the result of what he knew to be the most  
  common problems (i.e. areas of failure) within his culture - or more specifically, the Galatian community (e.g. Tit  
  1:12).     
   
  How we can be confident that antinomianism is indeed what Paul has in mind = Paul has already indentified "the  
  "flesh" as antinomian (i.e. as the antithesis of Law-keeping -13-14). This understanding combined with what we  
  know to be true about walking in the Spirit (i.e. submission to the Law) makes it abundantly clear that   
  antinomianism is the subject in focus.      
   
  Where this becomes practical for us (modern examples) = NO spiritual help (or victory over sin - Rom 8:4) for those 
  Christians who refuse to love and take seriously ALL of God's Law (Mat 5:18 w/29-30; Psa 5:11-12, 18:1-2 w/Mat  
  6:10, 13; also again Psa 119!).   


