
Galatians 5 P4 

 
GETTING THE GOSPEL RIGHT (GTGR)  (GAL 5:16-26) 

As discussed in previous studies, the reason Paul wrote the book of Galatians was so that the churches in that region could/would 
get the gospel right. This then is the letter’s overarching general/main theme: Getting the Gospel Right. Every principle/truth 
established in the letter therefore has this as its purpose (GTGR!). Chapters 5 and 6 represent the 2nd half of Paul's "gain and 
maintain" gospel (2:15-21). As such these two remaining chapters establish what the Christian must do (and not do) if they are to 
maintain (through faithful obedience to all of God's commands) the justification gained (through faith alone in Christ). 

18. GTGR requires walking by the Spirit. 

18.1. Galatians 5:16-26 (and the GTGR truth established by its teaching) are the result of Paul's anticipated question from the 
previous verses - which is, "How do we as Christians keep from sinning against one another (15 - "bite and devour one another") and 
fulfill the command to serve one another (13-14 "through love serve one another ...love your neighbor as yourself")? In other words, 
"What is the key to living holy lives?" 1 

18.2. The answer, according to these verses is, "We do it by understanding and correctly applying the relationship that exists 
between the HOLY SPIRIT2 and US.   

18.3. Galatians 5:16-26 are therefore some of the most practical in all of Scripture. They are however - at the same time, some of the 
most misinterpreted. As such, examining the misinterpretation associated with these verses proves profitable to the overall theme 
of Galatians (GTGR), since it reveals also the false gospel that ultimately drives their erroneous interpretation. 

18.4. INCORRECT = "THE HOLY SPIRIT TREE" VIEW (A Cause & Effect relationship): 

           

The Holy Spirit is the ACTIVE cause/reason (i.e. He is the One doing the work/producing the "fruit" of holy living in us). 

"The Spirit produces the fruit" - John MacArthur 

 

         

 We (or our lives) are the PASSIVE effect/result (i.e. We are simply the possessors of the holy "fruit" He has produced). 

18.5. Supposed textual support for viewing Gal 5:16-26 this way = "fruit of the Spirit" (22). It is "fruit" caused/ produced by (or the 
effect "of") "the Spirit" 

18.6. The following application are common corollaries for those holding to the "HOLY SPIRIT TREE" view :  

 18.6.1. Holy living is not something that needs to be commanded 

 Churches that are concerned with holiness/holy living among their members are seen as heavy-handed (i.e. "lording it over" 
 those under their charge") or legalistic. Supports texts would include (1Pe 5:3).  

 18.6.2. The focus is not holy living but the Holy Spirit (i.e. being filled with the Spirit) 

 Since it is the Spirit Who is the One producing the fruit of a holy life, our efforts should be focused on Him (Gal 5:18). The 
 concept of being "filled with the Spirit" is therefore frequently linked by those in the HST camp to (or seen as synonymous 
 with) "walking by the Spirit".  

                                                           
1 As it re: to us in holy living = (16 - "not gratify the desires of the flesh [sin]"; consider also the list of holy attributes in 22-23 called "the fruit of the Spirit"). 
2 As it re: to living by the Holy Spirit = (16, 18, 22, 25 -"walk by...led by...live by the Spirit"). 

EFFECT = US (living a 
holy life) 

What happens. 

CAUSE (of holy living) 
= Holy Spirit 

Why it happens. 



 As such, what Paul is essentially referring to in Galatians 5:16 is pre-occupation with Holy Spirit (or "HS singing" as the 
 means to holiness (see Eph 18-19). This kind of thinking/practice continues to be quite popular in Pentecostal circles.  
 Others see reading, studying or hearing God's Word as the means to focusing on the Spirit and receiving  holy fruit (e.g. 
 John Piper):"We are commanded to be filled with the Holy Spirit...The Spirit inspired the Word and therefore goes where 
 the Word goes...We drink in the Spirit (by hearing the Word of God). And the fruit of the Spirit is joy...(Gal 5:22)." Focus on  
 - and filling by, the Spirit was popular during the 18th century Great Awakenings which as a result,  greatly 
 emphasized singing and hearing the Word of God as the means to revival. Still others view such focus on the Spirit (as the 
 means to holy living) as spending time in "holy meditation" - thinking about Jesus (e.g. Tim Keller). Romans 8:5-6 and 
 Colossians 3:1-2 are the texts of choice when attempting to support this idea.   

 18.6.3. A focus on holy living will make you guilty of "doing it in the flesh" (versus by the Spirit). 

 A strict dichotomy exists between deeds/obedience (i.e. holy living) done in the flesh versus by the Spirit. Though 
 oftentimes a challenge to objectively identify when we are doing it by the Spirit or when by our flesh, this poses no 
 problem for those in the HST camp. Such things are instead discerned through the feelings. When you feel like living a holy 
 life, that is the Spirit; if you do not -yet do it anyway, that is your flesh. The latter is viewed as the expected consequence of 
 not focusing on the Spirit (but rather holy living). Some go as far as seeing this ( a focus on holy living/obeying in the flesh) 
 as Paul's contention against the Judaizers (i.e. as what he means by "works of the law"). It is in this respect, viewed as 
 works-based and ultimately damning. Romans 7:7-10 is also used to support this kind of thinking.  

 18.6.4. The "Holy Spirit Tree" will automatically produce some measure of fruit in all those who believe (possess saving 
 faith).  

 This (it is believed) is the guaranteed result (and therefore proof/evidence) of us believing in Christ - the Spirit will produce 
 good works/holy fruit in us. If that is not the case, then it is in the area of faith we should be inquiring ("did I truly put my 
 trust in Christ? Have I believed enough?"). Texts used to support this are several (Phi 1:6, 2:13; Mat 7:16; Jam 2:26). 

18.7. How we can be confident the HOLY SPIRIT TREE view (and its corollary application) is incorrect: 

 18.7.1. This would mean we are not only responsible for the good we do but also the bad. 

 The phrase "fruit of the Spirit" (22) is in direct contrast to the "works of the flesh "(17, 19-"Now the works of the flesh" w/ 
 22 - "But the fruit of the Spirit"). Hence, the same principle would apply to both. Like the Spirit, the flesh (i.e. sin) would be 
 the entity responsible for producing/causing our actions (and therefore not us). Paul however makes US the cause (21 - "I 
 warned you as I warned you before, that THOSE WHO DO SUCH THINGS..."). Additionally, under this view, any form of 
 divine approval or acknowledgment we might expect to hear on Judgment Day (e.g. "Well done, good and faithful servant" -
 Mat 25:21, 23) becomes nothing more than false hope -or worse, a lie.  

 18.7.2. The phrase "fruit of the Spirit" signifies association/possession NOT production 

 The genitive form (tou/ pneu,mato,j= of the Spirit) can function either/both ways. However, based on the above 
 argument, this word is clearly functioning only in the possessive fashion (signifying association/possession only - not 
 production).   A correct understanding therefore of this phrase reveals a further error in the HST diagram: the variables in 
 the causal relationship (the Holy Spirit and Us) are transposed. We are not the Effect, the Spirit is (i.e. it is again, "the 
 fruit/possession of the Spirit" not the "fruit/possession of us").   

 18.7.3. This view is the product of the "Faith-Only" false gospel 

 According to this gospel, works/holy living is simply the product of saving faith. In other words faith (Like the Spirit    
 gained by faith) is the cause. This faulty/false gospel is the consequence of a soteriology suffering from the fallacy of 
 the excluded middle (i.e. either works-only based or faith-only based).  

 18.7.4. All the texts used to support its corollary application are speaking about other things (i.e. misinterpreted): 

    18.7.4.1. (1Pe 5:3) "domineering"/"lording it over" = Peter defines this phrase as leaders who do not practice  
  what they preach - i.e. are not "examples to the flock" (see Mat 23:1-3); As it re: legalism - this refers   
  to the practice of requiring what God does not command in His Word (versus what He does - Mat 15:1-9) 

  18.7.4.2. (Rom 8:5-6; Col 3:1-2) = "setting (our) minds above" or "on the Spirit" is not a call for meditation but  
  commitment. It is a command to be devoted to those things that will get us to heaven ("above"); those   
  things which are the desires of ("the Spirit")  

  18.7.4.3. (Rom 7:7-10) = What was killing Paul was not a focus on holy living (or the "Law") but the fact that he had 
  no help to combat the temptations of sin. In fact, Paul approves the Law/holy living as his focus (see verse 22) 

  18.7.4.4. (Phi 1:6) = Paul is speaking of himself as the one who "began" and will "finish" the good work; (Phi 2:13) = 
  Paul is saying that God "wills" we do the "work" of obedience (see verses 13, and 8) that He    
  has called us to (Eph 2:10); (Mat 7:16) = Jesus is talking about the actions of false teachers in contrast to true  
  teachers (see verses 15-20). As such, Jesus pins production of moral deeds/actions on people -not the Spirit (hence 
  why He holds us -not the Spirit accountable in verses 21-27); (Jam 2:26) = James makes "works" essential to "faith"  
   - not the evidence (consider as it relates to his analogy of  "spirit" and "body", see also verses 14-25).   


