
Galatians 5 P3.1 

 

GETTING THE GOSPEL RIGHT (GTGR): A Re-Capping and Casting of (GAL 5:1-15) 

As discussed in previous studies, the reason Paul wrote the book of Galatians was so that the churches in that region could/would 
get the gospel right. This then is the letter’s overarching general/main theme: Getting the Gospel Right. Every principle/truth 
established in the letter therefore has this as its purpose (GTGR!).  

Chapters 5 and 6 represent the 2nd half of Paul's "gain and maintain" gospel (2:15-21). As such these two remaining chapters 
establish what the Christian must do (and not do) if they are to maintain (through faithful obedience to all of God's commands) the 
justification gained (through faith alone in Christ). 

16. GTGR requires we reject Legalism (1-12). 

16.1. The Galatians consideration of circumcision (2,3,6), would mean also the observance of the rest of the OC clean laws -i.e. 
animal sacrifices, Sabbath festivals, separation from unclean people/things (3 - "you are obligated to keep the whole law"). 

16.2. However, "through the Spirit by faith" (5), Christ (by becoming our circumcision - Col 2, sacrifice - Heb 10, Sabbath - Heb 4, and 
separation - Heb 13) "has set us free" (1) from needing to observe those OC clean laws (to "be justified by the law" - 4 ) having 
become our fulfillment of such laws (i.e. our NC clean law, law of justification/righteousness - Rom 3:31, 10:4) . 

16.3. The Galatians (and all Christians) are to "stand firm therefore" (1) looking to Him as our "hope of righteousness" (5), knowing 
that "in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision (i.e. the OC clean laws) count for anything, but only faith working 
through love" (6). 

16.4. For the Galatians such submission to the OC clean laws would make them guilty of embracing legalism: 

(Def.) requiring as necessary to salvation what God does not command (i.e. "teaching as doctrine [i.e. God's law] the 
commandments of men" - Mat 15:1-9). 

16.5. The consequences of legalism (for them and us): 

 16.5.1. Spiritual slavery 

  "do not submit again to a yoke of slavery" (1). Why he says "again"? Paul sees their prior life as unbelievers following the 
 pagan principles of the world as their first enslavement to legalism - since such principles were the commands of men not 
 God (4:9). Understood in this way, all false religions are nothing more than giant systems of legalism (requiring as necessary 
 to salvation what God does not command).   

 16.5.2. Sin 

 ("You were running well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth?" - 7; "This persuasion does not come from him who 
 calls you. A little leaven leavens the whole lump." -8-9; leaven in the bible is symbolic for sin - e.g. 1Co 5:7). The fact that 
 Paul sees legalism as sin (and therefore a threat to GTGR) should come as no surprise since it is also a violation of the what 
 it means to "maintain" our justification. In other words, it does not qualify as faithful obedience to all of God's commands 
 (but rather men's commands which do not save -or help at all in living a godly life - Col 2:23; Heb 13:9)   

16.6. The ultimate danger then associated with legalism = it can keep us from GTGR -and the loss of justification for those Christians 
who embrace it (2, 4). This is why Paul says what he does in (10-12). He is essentially echoing Jesus' teaching about those who cause 
others to stumble (Luk 17:1-2). 

16.7. As such we as Christians must reject all forms of legalism when and where we find it within our Faith (e.g. grape juice at the LT; 
prohibitions against drinking/smoking, no remarriage after divorce, Sabbatarianism, social shunning of those excommunicated). 

17. GTGR requires we reject Antinomianism. 

17.1. Freedom from observance of the OC clean laws did not mean the Galatians now had a license to sin - i.e. to operate according 
to their sinful fleshly desires (13 -"For you were called to freedom brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the 
flesh"; Rom 6:1-2).  

17.2. In other words, not only must Christians reject legalism, but also antinomianism: 

(Def.) rejecting as necessary to salvation what God does command (i.e. "obedience is nice but no necessary"). 

17.3. How we know that Paul is indeed rejecting antinomianism (in these verses): By his rejection of the flesh/sin - which is by 
definition, antinomianism (1Jo 3:4 - "sin is lawlessness" = avnomi,an = transliterated to English this spells "anomian" or "antinomian",  



Hence, what John is saying is "sin is antinomian(ism) -i.e. to be against or without the Law. This includes all degrees - Mat 24:12; 
Rom 6:19. Being guilty of antinomianism therefore does not require rejection of all the Law, but simply any portion of God's law-
even the least, see Mat 5:19).1 

17.4. Legalism and Antinomianism are the two biggest threats to the "maintain" portion of GTGR. As a result, the Church should 
expect there to be change in Christian practice over time as she grows in her understanding of God's Word and elements related to 
these two camps are "weeded out" (1Ti 4:7 - "Have nothing to do with old wives tales" NAS): 

 17.4.1. The Pharisees in Jesus' day were as guilty of antinomianism as they were legalism (Mat 23:1-4, 28) 

 17.4.2. Many genuine bible-believing (i.e. the bible is the Word of God) Christians are antinomian (which is why proving that 
 something is taught in the bible is not enough). 

17.5. Therefore, convincing people on the need to maintain (and subsequently then reject not only legalism but also antinomianism) 
is not only crucial to GTGR, but also "snatching" many from the fire (Jud 23). 

17.6. How Paul attempted to convince the Galatians that rejecting antinomianism was mandatory (or crucial) to GTGR: 

 17.6.1. By revealing that obeying/fulfilling the Law is how we love people 

  The explanation that Paul gives (14 - "For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself'") 
 for his command (13 - "through love serve one another") is a command itself (Lev 19:18; see also Mat 22:39-40). As such, it 
 tells us that Paul not only saw the Law as still important (i.e. as still needing to "be fulfilled" by us), but also at the heart of 
 what it means to love and truly serve others (Rom 13:8-10).  In other words no law (antinomianism), no love (versus law = 
 love; 1Jo 5:1-3). On a practical note what this means is that the most loving Christians/Churches are always those most 
 faithful to obey God. This no doubt is at the heart of Paul's question in (4:16). This is also at the heart of why we seek justice 
 in relation to others  - especially those in Christ, since loving God requires that we be just - i.e. obedient to God's Law (Joh 
 14:15; see also Lev 19:15-17 the context/meaning of verse 18 and the 2nd greatest command).   

 17.6.2. By revealing that disobeying the Law is how we destroy others and ourselves [*NEW MATERIAL*] 

 (15) "But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one another" = Common sense 
 should tell us that  the problem Paul is addressing with the Galatians in this verse is not cannibalism. Rather his words are 
 metaphorical and idiomatic (i.e. figures of speech). They are also tied to the current context/conversation. This means that 
 what Paul is now referring to (by such words as "biting" and "devouring" and "consuming") must have something to do with 
 loving through the Law (the previous verses). In this case it is the lack thereof. In other words Paul is revealing what 
 happens when that is not the case; when people choose (instead) to throw off any obligation to the Law (i.e. to be 
 antinomians). Such antinomianism leads to the destruction of others (we "bite and devour one another" when we choose 
 to live in disobedience to the Law - the antithesis of Rom 13:8-10 -the Law... "does no wrong to my neighbor"). It leads also 
 (according to Paul) to the destruction of ourselves ("you...are consumed"). God's Word is replete with both warning and 
 examples of how people's lives are/will be destroyed by choosing the path of antinomianism (e.g. Deu 29:18-19; Pro 11:31, 
 13:21,28:9;  contra Pro 3:1-4, 19:16, 29:18; Deu 30:16-20; ultimate destruction Mat 7:21; Deu 29:20). Practical examples 
 also testify to antinomianism's destructive nature - e.g. failed relationships between parents and their children.  Oftentimes 
 the parents experiencing this tragedy were antinomian in the raising of those children. The result of such lawless 
 parenting is the children grew up wicked - and frequently hating/despising (versus respecting) their parents  (Eph 6:4; Col 
 3:21). Ironically,  such lawless parenting is oftentimes attributed to "love" when in reality it is hate (Pro 13:24).  In short, 
 the path of compromise (just another word for antinomianism) is the path of unhappiness both for us and those around 
 us (hence, Paul's words in 1Co 5:7 regarding compromise in the Body of Christ).        

17.7. The path of antinomianism has become popular within modern Evangelical Christianity as though it were the path of "true 
love". According to the bible however, such thinking is nothing more than a seductive lie. Antinomianism is a path which inevitably 
leads to not only the destruction of those we love, but also our own lives. More importantly, it is the path which will keep us from 
GTGR. For these reasons then, it (too) must be rejected. 

Closing Consideration: Common - yet surprising reason many Christians persist in legalism or antinomianism (i.e. in compromise) 
even after being instructed to do otherwise from God's Word = FEAR (i.e. fear of loss, pain, difficulty, damage, displeasure, etc.) if 
they change and do the right things.  

GTGR (in this area) therefore is as much about pressing through (and overcoming) fear as anything else. This by the way is not the 
same as being fearless. Only fools are fearless. It's about refusing to let fear keep you from doing what God says -i.e. from doing the 
right thing (e.g. motion picture, Fury. If you watched this and thought it was simply about fighting the Nazis in WW2 you completely 
missed the message! It is about a man everyone considers an incredibly brave leader (War-daddy/Brad Pitt) teaching another man 
(Norman, the assistant driver/gunner) and us - through various glimpses of him suffering emotional pain - or what he horrifically 
suffered as physical pain (the scars on his back) -even at the end hearing him admit he was scared, that being brave did not require 
being fearless or unafraid, but seeing the mission (or doing the right thing) as more important than giving into fear (and as a result) 
pressing/persevering through it (1Co 2:3;  16:13 - "act like men").  

                                                           
1 Since it is rare to find churches today not adhering to some aspects of God's law (e.g. what church doesn't teach against murder?) it is not 
uncommon for churches to refuse the charge of antinomianism. Yet again, anything less than adherence to all of God's law (a term used to refer to 
laws est'd by God in the OT) is by definition -"anti-nomos"- (i.e. against the law) or antinomian lawlessness.  


