
GALATIANS 1-4 RECAP PART 3 

 

1. The Back-Story of Galatians (Origin, Occasion, Theme): 

1.1. The origin of the Galatian letter is the Apostle Paul (1:1) writing to churches in the Galatian region (1:2) while on his way to 
Jerusalem Council from his home church in Antioch in 49 A.D. There were least 4 cities where Paul had planted churches within the 
Galatian region: Psidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe. They were planted during Paul’s first missionary journey (Act 13-14). This 
and the book of Revelation are the only books in the NT specifically addressed to multiple churches (1:2 – “To the churches of 
Galatia”).  

1.2. The occasion which prompted Paul to write this letter was the outbreak of a false gospel message that had infected the Galatian 
churches and was now at pandemic levels. The false gospel message was a distortion of Jesus’ and Paul’s gospel (1:7-9). This 
message however was not promoting a works-based salvation1. Nobody in the bible ever promoted a works-based salvation-even 
the Pharisees (e.g. Luk 5:21). What the Pharisees did promote was the observance of the OC clean laws as still necessary to 
justification. Even the Pharisees converted to Christianity in the Jerusalem church saw things this way (Act 15:5).  These are what 
historically have been referred to as the “Judaizers”, a term taken from Galatians (see 2:14 – “live like Jews” = VIoudai<zw  = to 
judaize, to make Jewish converts through observance of the OC clean laws which also served as identity markers –see also Est 8:17). 
Christ however is our clean law/justification/identity-marker under the NC (1Jo 1:9) demonstrating both the deficiency and danger 
of the OC clean laws for such things now (2:15-16, 5:4). This was then the false gospel message infecting the Galatian churches. This 
also is what Paul means by his use of the phrase, “works of the law” or “the law” throughout the letter (2:15-16, 5:4, 6:11-15).  
Unfortunately, the Galatian churches were not the only ones infected by this false gospel form of justification – it had also infected 
the Jerusalem church (2:11-12 = Peter was the “carrier” of the disease!).  Combined these churches represented no less than 70% of 
the churches in existence, spanned a geographical area of over 600 miles and plagued the majority of Paul’s ministry (i.e. from at 
least 49 – 60 A.D. based on the accounts found in Romans, 57 A.D. [Rom 3:20-31]; and Philippians, 60 A.D. [Phi 3:1-9]).2  

1.3. Galatians therefore represents Paul’s first attempt to deal with this false gospel problem within the churches. As such the 
theme/title of this particular letter is Getting The Gospel Right (GTGR). This then also represents the goal of his instruction (Rom 
15:4). However, the strategy Paul employs to accomplish his goal is not a rehashing of the gospel ‘s historical facts (as has become 
popular today when considering this theme). It was instead to establish principles that would function as a set of timeless “checks 
and balances” for the Church in her endeavor to determine and defend the true gospel message. 

2. Principles related to GTGR: 

(#s 1-12) DISCUSSED (outline pts 2.1.-2.12.; verses 1:1-4:7) 

2.13. (#13) GTGR demands leaving behind any and all lifestyles incompatible with our new life in Christ (4:8-11). 

During His earthly ministry, Jesus spoke repeatedly about salvation as a form of death to self (Mat 10:38-39; Mar 8:34-35; Luk 9:23-
24, 14:27, 17:33). Avoiding Hell and the coming judgment would mean forsaking - at any cost, those things that are not only outright 
sinful, but also stand in the way of God’s agenda (Mat 5:29-30, 16:21-27). Hence, the idea of loss (or leaving behind) certain things in 
this world for the sake of the gospel was not a new development, but an essential part of its original foundation.  And this includes 
even those religious things (or beliefs) we now realize to be “weak and worthless” (i.e. unable to save/sanctify, able only to enslave).  
According to Paul, such former beliefs/practices are also incompatible with our new life in Christ. For the Galatians this meant 
forsaking/leaving behind their observance of the OC clean laws (8-10). Every generation of Christianity however has similar 
challenges which –if not overcome, could mean the forfeiture of their relationship w/ Christ - i.e. the loss of their justification in Him 
(11 – “in vain”. Consider in light of what they have become – v9 “you have come to know God or rather, to be known by God”). 

Challenges (i.e. “weak and worthless” beliefs/practices which cannot save-but only enslave—and in some cases-eternally damn) 
existing in Christianity today (that must be overcome):  Immutable Justification (11); Antinomianism (Mat 5:19); Egalitarianism (1Ti 
2:12-15); Teetotalism (esp. in the LT – Exo 12:19 w/Mat 26:19-29; 1Co 5:7); “Exemptetainment” (Rev 20:12; Rom 2:6-8; 2Co 5:10; Ecc 
11:9, 12:14 w/Psa 24:4-5, 119:104; Eph 5:1-17).  

 

                                                           
1 “In the final analysis the only way any person is ever justified before God is by works. We are saved by works and works alone…(In this sense) The 
grounds of our justification is the works of Christ and Christ alone.” –RC Sproul (www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1n214d8XQo). 

2 Knowing that such a threat to the true gospel could exist this early in the church gives perspective as to what our expectations should be today 
(Act 20:28-29; 1Ti 4:1ff; 2Ti 3:1ff; 2Pe 2:1-2; Jud 3-4). 

 



 

2.14. (#14) GTGR involves imitating the highly effective habits of godly people (4:12-20). 

The Christian life is as much about picking up/establishing new habits as it is leaving old ones behind. This is the dynamic of “put off” 
and put on” and it too is a key part of GTGR (e.g. Eph 4:22-24). Among those new habits we adopt, should be those we find in the 
lives of godly people. The bible makes it clear that we are to imitate their lives (Heb 13:7). And that includes most especially those 
things (or habits) which have proven to be highly effective in living for Christ and advancing His kingdom.  Paul knew the importance 
of this principle and therefore calls the Galatians to imitate him (12a – “Brothers, I entreat you, become as I am” – i.e. imitate me!). 
This is not the only time Paul makes such a request to those under his charge – He does the same thing with the Corinthian church 
and the Philippian church (1Co 11:1; Phi 3:17). What however is unique about the request to the Galatians, is where Paul is calling 
for such imitation. It is in the area of theology. Like himself, he wanted the Galatians to possess the habit of immediately changing 
their theology whenever God’s Word proved their current position to be wrong. In other words, he wanted them to be a people 
whose religious/theological allegiances were never based on where others stand–or what it might cost them personally, but on 
God’s Word alone (irrespective of such things). This what Paul had done in leaving behind his OC way of thinking in relation to 
justification – and why he faced constant persecution from the Jews both in and out of the church (12-15 w/ Act 14:19-22; Gal 5:11; 
12b- “I also have become as you are” = one w/o the need for the WOTL in order to be justified; v15 - “blessing you felt” = the 
blessing of justification by faith alone w/o the enslavement of the WOTL, Gal 5:1; also consider 2Co 11:24).  Paul knew that this habit 
(or attribute) would ultimately determine who they viewed as their enemies and their friends – who they were willing to trust and 
turn against (16). The same holds true today. Who or what we are willing to listen to and whether or not we are teachable –( i.e. 
open to change) reveals ultimately who we are most loyal to (i.e. where our allegiance truly lies)(Mat 6:21 – “treasure” = what you 
serve/listen to; “heart” =what you are loyal to). As such, a godly person has no sacred cows (but the Word of God alone). They also 
therefore are people who never allow the fact that they are already a follower of Christ to ever excuse them from what it means to 
be a disciple of Christ (disciple = learner; 2Co 10:5; Rom 12:2). And that because they know that the moment we become 
unteachable, is the moment our relationship with Christ is in jeopardy (Joh 8:31 – “abide” = a continuing/ongoing act of following, 
learning and obeying. The result  = v32; also Luk 5:33-39). This was Paul’s concern with the Galatians (they were no longer teachable) 
and as a result were in the place of spiritual loss and starting over (19-20). From the perspective of the church, this means the best 
churches are those who have a record of change based on what they learn from God’s Word. Can we really say a church is learning 
or growing or is teachable if that is not the case? Surely no church already knows it all the moment they begin (therefore change 
should be expected)! The Reformers understood this principle and as a result adopted Ecclessia Semper Reformanda (“the Church is 
Always Reforming”) as their motto. That being said, a great question to ask when researching a particular church (i.e. a question that 
will tell you a lot about the teachability of that church or its pastor) is, “how many things (theologically or liturgically) have changed 
since you started?”   

2.15. (#15) GTGR includes identifying who is Israel under the New Covenant (4:21-31). 

It is common knowledge to anyone who studies the bible that Israel plays a special role in God’s redemptive plan. They are His 
chosen ones, the exclusive recipients of God’s Law, covenants and promises. They are also the nation from whom-and for whom 
Messiah will come (Rom 3:2, 9:4-5). In other words, Israel is (and always will be) the covenant community of God’s people, the 
target audience of His gospel message. As such, identifying who indeed is Israel under the New Covenant is crucially important to 
GTGR –yet not as hard as most would like to think. Through the use of inspired allegory, Paul makes it clear that who Israel was 
under the Old Covenant is different than Israel under the New Covenant in as much as Ishmael and Isaac were from different 
mothers (21-27). The church is New (Covenant) Israel (the “Jerusalem above”) in counter-distinction to the still existing Old 
(Covenant) Israel (the “present Jerusalem”) – hence why Paul says what he does in (v28; also 2Co 1:20). Such identification was also 
necessary as further means to protecting the Galatian churches from the Judaizers.  As discussed, observance of the OC clean laws 
were more than just for the purpose of justification; they also once served as the signs/markers of those who belonged to Israel. 
Understanding therefore that becoming a part of Israel was not something the Galatians needed to yet gain (but instead only 
maintained – Rom 11:16-22) would prove to go a long way in helping them endure their current “Jewish persecution” (4:17, 29). It 
would also instruct them (and future generations) as to how to handle/view the former covenant community (30 – Notice the force 
of Paul’s words “the son of the slave woman will NOT inherit with the son of the free woman). In other words, OC Israel is no longer 
in God’s redemptive picture (Mat 8:10-11, 21:43). God’s focus is (and remains to the end) His new Bride (and Israel)-the Church. Any 
church therefore endeavoring to GTGR, is a church who understands this and therefore is pushing their resources in the direction of 
the Church (i.e. NC Israel). Paul’s teaching in these verses represents not only the death of Dispensational theology, but also the 
hermeneutical key to our interpretation of those OT prophetic passages which speak of Israel/Jerusalem (e.g. Jer 31:31; Psa 122:6).     


