
The Authority Of Gods’ Pastor 

 

(Tit 2:15-3:1) 

1. Introduction 

1.1. Though completely unbiblical, the popular position today in relation to this issue (the authority of 
the pastor) is that he has no authority. The combination of pastor and authority – it is believed, leads 
only to abuse ("Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely” – John Dalberg-Acton). 
As a result, the way the pastor and his message are received is very similar to Barth’s Neo-orthodoxy: 
what the pastor speaks from the bible does not become the Word of God (i.e. authoritative), until the 
Holy Spirit makes it so in the heart of the individual. Such thinking is true as it concerns the church as a 
whole. 

“However it may be, where preaching of the gospel is reverently heard and the sacraments are not 
neglected…no one is permitted to spurn the church’s authority, flout its warnings, resist its counsels, or 
make light its chastisements—much less desert it and break its unity. For the Lord esteems the 
communion of His church so highly that He counts as a traitor and apostate from Christianity anyone 
who arrogantly leaves…Even if the church be slack in its duty, still each individual has not the right…to 
take upon himself the decision to separate.” – John Calvin (Institutes, IV.i.10) 

1.2. Paul’s letter to Titus represents the NT Operations Manual for Missionaries: those planting 
churches.  As such it deals with the subject of pastors (or elders) since you cannot have churches 
without at least one biblically qualified pastor (1:5). And though there are other pastoral letters (e.g. 
1Timothy and 2Timothy), only Titus is explicit about the pastor’s authority.  This is most likely due to the 
fact that Ephesus was an already existing church community with pastors and people who understood 
this truth and had been practicing it for some time, whereas there was no prior knowledge of such 
things on Crete. Titus was again establishing brand new church communities. The idea of pastoral 
authority therefore would need to be spelled out if it were to be accepted and practiced (esp. in light of 
their reputation! -1:10-12).  

2. Instruction 

2.1. The pastor possesses authority which is to not to be “disregarded” but rather submitted to in 
obedience as one would any other authority that God has placed over them (15 – “w/ all authority…let 
no one disregard you…16 - submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient”; 1Th 5:12; Heb 13:17): 

2.1.1. The authority possessed by the pastor is given and backed by Christ Himself (Mat 16:19, 
18:18-20; Joh 20:23; Mat 28:18-19).  

2.1.2. The authority possessed by the pastor extends over all members of the household of God 
(i.e. the church) that he has been ordained to shepherd (1Ti 3:1 w/15). This authority also 
extends over the unbelieving children of members (Eph 6:1-4). 



2.1.3. The authority possessed by the pastor is not dependent on the existence of a plurality of 
other pastors (e.g. Act 11:22). 

2.1.4. The authority possessed by the pastor does not originate in the man but the church-office 
he was tested and approved (through ordination by the church) to occupy (2Ti 2:15; 2Ti 1:6; 1Ti 
3:1-6, 4:14; Tit 1:5-9). 

2.2. Unless it can be proven from Scripture that the pastor stands in a position of error or sin (1Ti 5:19), 
happy submission, trusting obedience and the respect of God’s people is to be given to the pastor in the 
following 4 areas: 

2.2.1. Declaration/Determining of right doctrine (15) – “Declare these things” (Mat 16:19, 18:18-
20; Act 15:1-21; 1Ti 1:3, 4:11-16; 2Ti 1:14, 4:1-7 – these verses in Timothy are impossible to do 
unless right doctrine has first been determined. Consider also: 2Ti 2:15 [ovrqotomou/nta] = to 
determine the straight path) (“Any appeal to Scripture is an appeal to the interpretation of 
Scripture. The only question is, whose interpretation?” –Keith Mathison, The Shape of Sola 
Scriptura, p.246). 

*The authority to determine right doctrine does not imply infallibility (Gal 2:11-14; Act 15, 
17:11). 

2.2.2. Discipleship of God’s people (15) – “exhort” (1Co 1:10 – notice discipleship/exhorting 
includes making sure we all think the same; 2Th 3:12 – notice the connection between exhort 
and command; Mat 28:18-20; 2Ti 2:2; 3:16; Eph 4:11-16; Col 1:28-29; 2Co 11:28-29; @ times 
this means saying the hard things which are unpleasant – Heb 12:11 = it produces and proves 
godliness and maturity in those who receive it – Pro 12:1, 13:18, 15:32, 19:20, 23:12; Psa 141:5). 

2.2.3. Defense of right doctrine and God’s people (15) – “rebuke” (Tit 1:9-10; Act 20:28-29; 2Ti 
1:14, 4:2; Jud 3-4 the book of Galatians). 

2.2.4. Discipline of God’s people (15) – “let no one disregard (lit. ignore) you” (i.e. your authority 
to determine, disciple and defend) (Rom 1:5, 16:25-27 = the pastor is to “bring about the 
obedience of faith”; Mat 16:19, 18:18-20; Joh 20:23; 2Co 10:5-6; 1Ti 1:20; 2Ti 2:24-26 = don’t 
continue to fight w/them trying to convince them. We are not to be “quarrelsome” (i.e. 
tolerating their heresy -2:14). Instead put them out by declaring them to be “help captive by the 
devil to do his will” - i.e. “bound in their sin”. In other words, hand them over to the one they 
are currently serving for “the destruction of their flesh” – 1Ti 1:20; 1Co 5:5 –since through this 
act “God may perhaps bring them to their senses” – an allusion no doubt to Dan 4:24-27) (the 
challenge of “righteous discipline” & trustworthy shepherds -- 1Ti 5:21, 24 w/Deu 19:15).  

 2.3. These 4 areas represent the parameters of the pastor’s authority.  He is therefore in abuse of such 
authority only when he steps outside their jurisdiction – or fails to assimilate into his own life, the truths 
they produce (1Pe 5:3): 

 2.3.1. This was the Pharisees (Mat 23:3). 

2.3.2. This is why pastors must also be men “above reproach” in their behavior/character (1Ti 
3:1-6). 

2.4. The reason pastors will experience rebellion to their authority is the same reason Moses 
experienced it from Korah & co. (Num 16; Jam 3:13-18). 


