
MATTHEW 18 AND THE COVENANT COMMUNITY OF THE CHURCH (CCC)  

 

PART 1 

1.  The context of Matthew 18 is the CCC/ The CCC is the KoH on earth (1).  

Consider: “the kingdom of heaven” w/v17,18 - “church…bind…loose” and 16:18,19 - “kingdom of 
heaven…bind…loose”; w/6 – “little ones” and 14; w/v21 - “brother”. 

 2. The path for getting into the CCC is the same path that leads to leadership within the CCC (1-4). 

Consider: v4 - “humbles” = submits in obedience (e.g. Exo 10:3; 2Sa 22:21-28; Psa 18:20-27; Jer 44:10; Phi 2:8; Jam 
4:6,7,10).   A leader is simply a good example of what it looks like to be a person submitted in obedience to Christ 
(i.e. a true disciple 1Pe 5:1-5; Heb 13:7). The use of children in these verses is therefore not to teach truths about 
physical children, but those who “become like (a) child” –i.e. spiritual children or members of the CCC.  Likewise 
the term “little ones” is in reference to disciples/members of the CCC not small/young physical children!  

3.  Caring for/ loving those in the CCC is the same as caring for/loving Christ (5). 

Consider: (Mat 25:31-46). 

4. Those in the CCC who indirectly/directly entice others in the CCC to sin are better off dead or disciplined out 
the CCC since they put in serious jeopardy the spiritual safety of the entire CCC (6-9). 

 Consider: (1Co 12:12-27; 1Co 5:7-8, 12-13; Joh 7:1-12 w/Rev 2-3). 

5.  We are all responsible to help each member of the CCC remain in a submissive, obedient state and not led 
astray into the practice of any sin (10-12). 

Consider: v10 “See to it that you do not despise one of these little ones” = v12 “go in search of the one that went 
astray” = We are to be our brother’s keeper! (Gen 4:9 w/Mat 18:15); v11 though not found in all manuscripts 
nonetheless gives us insight into how the early church viewed the importance of this responsibility: their salvation 
is directly dependent on it! (“For the Son came to save the lost”).    

6. Discipline in the CCC must also be for the purpose/with the hope of restoring them back to the CCC (i.e. to a 
submissive, obedient state) (13-14). 

Consider: (1Ti 1:20; 1Co 5:5 w/2Th 2:10).    

7. Repentance (i.e. confessing and turning from sin) is the only criteria necessary to remain in /be restored to 
the CCC for those who sin (15). 

Consider: “listens” = to accept and act upon what is said (in this case what they accept is that they are indeed at 
“fault” and therefore act in a way that demonstrates that –i.e. they repent; “gained your brother” = brought him 
back to a submissive, obedient state so that he can remain/be restored to the CCC. Since however the criteria for 
being restored to the CCC is not the same as the criteria necessary to be restored to other relationships/positions 
that may be forfeited when there is sin, a person may be immediately restored to the CCC yet not 
immediately/ever meet the criteria for restoration for those other relationships/positions (e.g. leadership in the 
church – remember they are to be the “good example” -1Pe 5:3).  

 

 

 



PART 2 [Excursus]: The (New) CCC before Pentecost? When the CCC started: (Gen 17:10-14 w/Col 2:11-13 w/Joh 
3:22-30; Consider also: Joh 1:25 and Mat 13:31-32—this is why Luk 17:20-21).  

8.  We are to view the CCC as the initial “courts” we use when seeking 
restitution/restoration/reconciliation/repentance/resolution with/from those in sin/opposing us in the CCC (15-
17). 

Consider: The stress, slander and spiritual abuse that is avoided by what is mandated after verse 15; As it re: to 
seeing the church as a form of “court”: 1Co 6:1-8; This does not exclude use of the world’s courts (Rom 13:1-7).  If 
it is a sin issue which needs to be resolved, we must be faithful to plead w/them in this way (Remember v10-14). 
All types of unresolved issues (sin or otherwise) between members of the CCC should be taken to the CCC (e.g. Act 
15:1-3).  

9. We are to view our identity as Christians and our justification (right standing w/God) as dependent upon our 
connection to the CCC (17). 

Consider: “Gentile, tax collector” = both terms used to identify the unclean and unbelieving (e.g. Gal 2:15; Eph 
2:11; Mat 6:7, 32; Mat 5:46, 11:19, 21:31) “he who does not have the church as his mother cannot have God as his 
father”; no-one baptizes themselves (Act 8:36). 

10. We are to view the CCC as the distribution center of God’s power (in punishment and pardon, precepts and 
promises) and dwelling place of His presence (18-20). 

Consider: Regarding His power (Eph 1:23): in punishment and pardon (18; Mat 16:18-19; Joh 20:23), precepts and 
promises (19; Act 15:28); regarding His presence (20; Mat 28:20; 1Ti 3:15); All of these things are what also identify 
the CCC as the NC kingdom of God (on earth) since these are the attributes of the OC kingdom of Israel (Exo 19:5; 
1Ch 28:5): 

9.1. covenant community of God’s people (Lev 26:12; “ekklesia” – Psa 21:26, 34:18, 39:10, 88:6, 107:32, 149:1). 

9.2. dwelling place of God’s presence (Lev 26:11; Exo 29:45; the temple). 

9.3. distribution center of God’s power (Psa 68:35): punishment and pardon (Deu 19:17-19); precepts and 
promises (Deu 17:9-13 w/29:19-20, see also 17:18 – “approved by the Levitical priests”—the leaders of the cov. 
comm).  

11. Full and persevering forgiveness must be exercised with all people, but most especially those within the CCC 
(21-35).  

Consider: “from your heart” = fully (Isa 59:13; Hos 7:14; Rom 6:17; Eph 6:6); (Col 3:13); According to Jesus’ words, 
we cannot fully forgive unless it is also persevering (v22 - “seventy times seven”); Forgiveness is always 
unconditional toward others (Mar 11:25; Luk 17:1-10 – another way we can cause others in the CCC to stumble is 
by our unwillingness to fully forgive w/o repentance.); God will not fully forgive us if we do not fully forgive others 
(Mat 6:12-15); Forgiveness is just “loving our enemies” (Mat 5:43-48); Forgiveness is not the same as restoration 
(which does require repentance and is sometimes communicated as “forgiveness” – e.g. 2Co 2:3-11); Forgiveness 
means seeking the good of that person in relation to all people (1Th 5:15); Forgiveness never (therefore) negates 
justice (since justice is for the good of all people).   


