
Revelation 17 

 

1.  Preliminary Considerations  

1.1. “The great prostitute” (17:1) is “the great city” (17:18) identified previously in the book as Jerusalem (11:8). 

1.2. Jerusalem (therefore) is also being identified as the new “Babylon” (17:5, see also 14:8). 

1.3. Jerusalem (“the woman”) is connected to a “beast” with “blasphemous names” and “seven heads and ten 

horns” (17:3) identified previously as Nero and Rome (17:9-10, 13:1 –“ten horns”: ten main provinces (and “kings”) 

under the rule of the Roman Empire: Italy, Syria, Spain, Gaul, Germany, Achaia, Asia, Africa, Egypt, Britain; 13:18).  

1.4. Jerusalem (“the woman”) is connected to “the blood of the martyrs of Jesus” (17:6) identified previously with 

the Neronic/Roman persecution (13:7). 

1.5. Chapter 17 seems to be the point where John realizes the Jews’ culpability in the death of the saints (17:6 – 

“When I saw her, I marveled greatly”). This also seems to be the point at which his own understanding of prior 

visions becomes fuller (e.g. 6:10 – probably did not make the connection between the Jews and the 

Neronic/Roman persecution here). 

1.6. The “Lamb” and “Lord of Lords and king of kings” of (17:14) is clearly Jesus (5:5-13, 7:9-17; 1:5). The “chosen 

and faithful…with Him”(17:14) are clearly Christians (12:17, 14:1, 5, 12). 

1.7. The persecution of Christians is supported by the entire Roman Empire (17:12-14 – “one mind”; 13:7 – 

“authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and nation”; consider Act 9:1-5). 

1.8. The destruction of Jerusalem is supported by the entire Roman Empire (17:16-17 –“one mind”). 

1.9. The “many waters” where Jerusalem (“the great prostitute”) is “seated” is the entire Roman Empire (compare 

17:1 w/3 w/15).  

1.10. Based on what the “many waters” represent in (17:1), “the kings of…[and] dwellers on… earth” (th/j 

gh/j) in (17:2) is much larger in scope than just the land of the Jews (i.e. Israel). It too refers to the entire Roman 

Empire (same as the “horns” of 17:3). 

1.11. Given the prior conclusions (1.8., 1.9., 1.3.), “dominion” in (17:18) is most likely what is meant by “seated” in 

(17:1) and refers to Jerusalem’s success in starting Christian persecution in the entire Roman Empire (Consider 

17:2 – “kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality with her and with the wine of whose sexual 

immorality the dwellers of the earth have become drunk””.  This (sex, drunkenness) is how the “great 

prostitute”/Jerusalem has “seated” herself and has “dominion” which when compared w/ (17:6 –“drunk”) clearly 

refers to persecution ).  

 

 

 


