
Revelation 16 Part 4 

 

1.  Preliminary Considerations (DISCUSSED) 

2.  Contextual Interpretation 

CHAPTER 16 REPRESENTS THE EVENTS SURROUNDING THE FINAL FIVE MONTH SIEGE OF THE ROMANS LEADING 

TO HER COMPLETE DESTRUCTION IN SEPTEMBER OF 70 AD. 

Excursus: why not mention of “who is to come” in v5 (as in Rev 1:4) = chapter 16 represents the fulfillment of 

what is future in chapter 1 (Christ’s coming in judgment against the Jews in 70AD as prophesied also in Mat 24—

possibly also Mat 23:39). 

2.11. (10a) “throne of the beast” = Jerusalem.  Insult is now added to injury as this place which was once 

considered the kingdom of God is now identified as the place of personified evil (Mat 12:43-45: Jesus “cleanses the 

house” only to have it become more evil). 

(Support): 

2.11.1. Jerusalem (or “the land” of the Jews) is the geographical location (i.e. context) of all the bowls 

(16:1). 

2.11.2. The phrase itself is shorthand for “throne of the beast in the land” since this is (again) the context 

of the events taking place in chapter 16. 

2.11.3. Jerusalem was the “Jewish HQ” of the beast (Rev 13:11-17). 

2.11.4. Jerusalem as “the great prostitute” sits (i.e. is enthroned) on the beast which will later turn and 

devour her (Rev 17:1-3, 9, 16 w/18 and 18:19-20…11:8). 

2.11.5. This is congruent with its parallel in the 5
th

 trumpet (Rev 9:1-11—see also 18:2): the demon-

possessed Jewish Zealots (Simon and John) who now control the city and its people through torturous 

exploitation. 

2.11.6. Jerusalem and the nation of Israel which once represented God’s kingdom (but now has become 

the “throne of the beast”) is said to be “plunged into darkness” –i.e. placed under the torturous activity of 

Satan and his demonic forces– (Joh 8:44) as well as God’s judgment (Mat 8:12, 22:13, 25:30; Col 1:13; 2Pe 

2:17; Jud 13).  “Darkness” also signifies the fall of a kingdom to another (Rev 18:1; Mat 21:43, 23:39; 

“darkness” – Amo 8:1-9-12; Mic 3:5-6; Jer 13:13-21 w/Mat 27:45-46). 

2.12 (10b) “people gnawed their tongues in anguish (lit. in pain) =  Most likely a first century figure of speech 

referring to a state of great inward stress and consternation due to the severity of a very painful situation for 

which no relief can found.  This (then) is the  state/response of the Jews (“people” same as those in verse 8) as 

they attempt to cope with the horrific “catch 22” situation they exist in: Romans enemies on the outside, demonic 

Zealots on the inside-both terrorizing and torturing.   

“And now, as the city was engaged in a war on all sides, from these treacherous crowds of wicked men [the Jewish 

Zealots], the people of the city, between them, were like a great body torn in pieces.  The aged men and women 



were in such distress by their internal calamities, that they wished for the Romans and (now) earnestly hoped for an 

external war in order to their delivery from their domestic miseries.  The citizens [of the city] were under a terrible 

consternation and fear…their calamities came perpetually one upon another, although the deep consternation they 

were in prevented their outward wailing; but, being constrained by their fear to conceal their inward passions, they 

were inwardly tormented, without daring to open their lips in groans…[for those expressing] peace with the 

Romans…no method of torment or barbarity was omitted.  Everyone despaired of himself…expecting that they very 

soon should be destroyed.” Josephus (Wars, 5.1.5) 

2.13. (11) = As with verse 9, the sentence, “They did not repent of their deeds” is functioning to explain 

(epexegetical) what is meant by “and cursed the God of heaven for their pain and sores”.  Though the Jews were 

under immense suffering, they would not acknowledge their sin or turn in repentance.  The description of the 

Jews’ response to bowls/plagues of this chapter is very similar to that of Pharaoh during the plagues inflicted by 

God upon Egypt and may be deliberate (as an allusion)(Exo 8:15, 19, 32, 9:7, 12, 34, 10:20, 11:10).  It has already 

been established that Jerusalem (and Israel) has become the new “Egypt” (Rev 11:8). 

 2.14. (12) = As discussed under the sixth trumpet, the “great river Euphrates” is the area to the north of Israel 

commonly spoken of in the OT as the direction from which God brings judgment due to national apostasy.  Such 

judgment comes in the form of foreign kings (“the kings of the east”) (Eze 26:7, 38;6,15, 39:2; Isa 14:31; Jer 1:14-

15, 6:1, 22, 10:22, 25:9, 26).   

“The Euphrates River formed the boundary between Israel and the fearsome, pagan forces which God 

used to scourge against His rebellious people.”  --David Chilton 

“…the Euphrates was the traditional place and direction of Israel’s greatest enemies, Assyria, the captor 

of Israel…and Babylon…From the River Euphrates had come Sennacherib and Nebuchadnezzar, 

destroyers of Samaria and Jerusalem.” –Ralph Bass 

This refers to the eastern armies of the Arabians, Syrians and the Armenian king, Antiochus Epiphanes (Gaius 

Julius) who would assist Titus in the siege and destruction of Jerusalem.  This quite possibly also refers to the 

Roman 10
th

 legion who Titus summoned from across the Euphrates as support in the siege.  

“In the meantime Antiochus Epiphanes came to the city, having with him a considerable number of other armed 

men…[wondering] what made the Romans so tardy in making their attacks upon the wall…Upon this titus smiled 

and said he would share the pains of an attack with him.” – Josephus (Wars, 5.11.3) 

“The Arabians and Syrians indulge their appetites in [this] foreign war…” –Titus (Josephus, Wars, 5.13.5) 

“[After the war was over, Titus] permitted the tenth legion to stay, as a guard at Jerusalem, and did not send them 

away beyond the Euphrates, where they had been before [the war].” – Josephus (Wars, 7.1.3)  


