
Revelation 16 Part 1 

 

1.  Preliminary Considerations 

1.1. The location of the angel’s activity is no longer heaven but places on or near the earth (1-2 = “the 

earth/land”; 3-4 = “sea, rivers” w/5-6 –whatever these things represent, they are the place/persons 

most responsible for the death of the saints which again implies somewhere on earth; 8 = “sun”; 10 = 

“throne of the beast”; 12 = “great river Euphrates”; 19 = “the great city was split into three parts”; 21 = 

“great hailstones fell from heaven on people”). 

1.2. Because the visions in this chapter represent events which will take place on earth, its contents do 

not communicate the experience of Hell (e.g. 8-11). 

1.3.   Those experiencing the painful plagues and wrath of God seem to be limited only to those who are 

bearing the “mark of the beast”(1) , in the “kingdom” of the beast (10) and /or cursing God in 

unrepentant sin (9, 11, 21). 

1.4. This is additionally supported by the fact that these events are specifically called “judgments” (7) 

versus “trials” (Rev 3:10; 2Pe 2:9; Jam 1:2). 

1.5. The Christian martyrs in heaven rejoice over the suffering that God is causing to be on earth/land, 

seeing it as an act of vengeance for their death (5-7). 

1.6. Since previous studies have already determined the “seven angels” to represent the final five month 

siege against Jerusalem (APR/70 AD – SEPT/70 AD) then those suffering under the “bowls of wrath”  and 

“cursing God” and “not repenting of their deeds” must be the apostate Jews in the city of Jerusalem. 

1.7. This is additionally supported by the fact that previous studies have already confirmed the “great 

city” and “Babylon the great” to be Jerusalem (19, 11:8, 18:10).  Previous studies have also 

demonstrated her culpability in the death of Christians (17:5-6). 

1.8. Based on the prior two considerations, the battle of “Armageddon” (16) is most likely not a battle 

involving pagan nations against God but rather pagan nations w/God against the apostate Jewish nation. 

1.9. This is additionally supported by what follows immediately after verse 16 as the focal point of this 

battle (17-21); as well as what precedes it in verse 15—a clear allusion to Mat 24:43-44. 

1.10 Because the visions described in this chapter do not represent peoples’ experiences after being 

placed in Hell, the battle of “Armageddon” is different than the battle found in Rev 19:1-20.  

 

 

  


