
Revelation 14 PART 4 

 

(Rev 14:1-20) 1. Preliminary Considerations (DISCUSSED) 

CHAPTER 14 DEPICTS THE RESCUE AND WRATH OF THE LAMB DURING THE JEWISH WAR. 

2.  Contextual Interpretation 

(6-11) (DISCUSSED) = Three angels each representing a different prophetic message and/or its fulfillment.  

(6-7) (DISCUSSED) = The fulfillment of Jesus’ prophetic words regarding world evangelism and therefore also 

Jerusalem’s end (Mat 24:14). 

(8) = The destruction of the city of Jerusalem and subsequently the nation of Israel.  “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the 

great” = Israel/Jerusalem are identified as the pagan nation/city of Babylon whom God destroyed in judgment for 

her persecution of His people in the 6
th

 century B.C.  Hence, another picture of life’s irony:  the victim has now 

become the perpetrator (Isa 21:9; Jer 51:6-11, 49; Rev 18:2-3, 19-20; 1Pe 5:13). “she who made all nations drink 

the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality.” = Jerusalem’s utter apostasy against God in her wrathful hatred 

of both Christ and His Church, a position which she convinced Rome to adopt as well as demonstrated by her prior 

persecution of the Christians throughout the empire (“passion” = lit. wrath; Rev 16:1 –those receiving the “wrath” 

are the “they” of 5-6 who are =  17:5-6 – “drunk” w/ 18:1-3 - “drunk” =blood of the saints is what the nations drank 

along w/Israel, the one who enticed them to such “immorality).  How we can be certain that both the city and 

nation are in focus (Where the destruction – “wrath” –takes place is in “the land” – “outside the city”--14-20, as 

well as IN the “great city” – 18:9-10, 16-17). 

(9 -11) = The eternal consequences associated with the Jews’ initial collusion w/Nero and Rome against Christians.  

Before the Jewish War, the Jews were both making daily sacrifices for Nero at the Temple and supporting (even 

instigating) the violent persecution of Christians within the empire.  In this way they became guilty of worshipping 

“the beast (Rome) and it’s image (Nero)”, as well as receiving its “mark…” As discussed, this is a symbolic way of 

communicating one’s loyalty to another.  Israel was initially loyal to Nero (Joh 19:15), especially when he took their 

advice against the Christians!  “he will also drink of God’s wrath, poured full strength…tormented with fire and 

sulfur…the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever…no rest, day or night” = the REALITY of HELL (the next 

life for all those NOT loyal to Christ – def. verse 12) (Isa 34:8-10 – the “special company” of Hell;  those who 

persecute His “Zion”.). 

(12-13) = Most believe these verses reflect an interruption in the unfolding drama regarding Babylon (i.e. 

Jerusalem) to once again encourage to perseverance the group found in 13:10b (i.e. those martyred under the 

persecution of Nero/ “the Beast” including John’s original readers: the seven churches) since the first portion is the 

same (“Here is a call for the endurance of the saints…”): 

“The patient confidence, hope, expectation, and faith of God’s people is in the justice of his continual government 

over the earth and the certainty of his coming judgment (13:10)…St. John’s readers knew that keeping the faith 

could well mean their death.” –David Chilton 



“There seems to be no middle way; one either adores the beast and is doomed or one accepts with patient 

endurance the persecution of the beast, obeys God’s commandments, dies in Him, and receives reward for one’s 

good works.” –J. Massyngberde Ford 

“The trials and suffering which are the lot of the faithful as a result of the enforcement of emperor 

worship…faithfulness to Christ issues in martyrdom.” –Robert Mounce 

“Now an exhortation is given to true saints to persevere through temporary suffering inflicted on them because of 

their loyalty to Christ…included also in the idea that if wisdom is exercised, it will prevent divine judgment, which 

would entail worse suffering than Christians experience in persecution.” –GK Beale  

“The apparently unlimited power of the beast and his steady victory the saints of God would tend to be utterly 

discouraging to them.  The beatitude asserts that they will be compensated by rest and reward.  It is intended to 

encourage those under persecution.” –Merrill Tenney 

 The problem w/ this interpretation: 

1.  It betrays the focus and flow of the immediate context (which is concerned w/ the judgment of 

Jerusalem) (6-11—8: “Fallen, fallen is Babylon”….14-20—20: “the winepress was trodden outside the 

city”). 

2. It betrays (also) the focus of the previous context (1-5: the Jerusalem church). 

3. It betrays one of the most important rules of interpretation:  “context always determines meaning and 

scope”. 

4. The entire chapter is devoted to a timeframe after the Neronic persecution (70 AD versus 64-68 AD). 

A better interpretation: 

1. These verses refer to the “death-bed” conversions of those Jews who: heard the words of the gospel (as 

preached faithfully by the Jerusalem church –most esp. Peter and James who had stayed behind when the 

Jerusalem church escaped to Pella and warned them of the coming wrath-- 11:3-4),witnessed the 

martyrdom of James and Peter and their miraculous resurrections and ascensions (11:7-12) and just 

before their death at the time of the initial siege and slaughter in the city, turned to Christ (11:13; 14:7).   

2.   Jews who turned to Christ in this final hour would (like the Jerusalem church) also now be considered 

“the saints, those who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus”.  They would also be 

considered those heeding the “call for endurance” since what must be endured is suffering unto death 

(the same is true in 13:10). 

3. John’s words (here) would have given the Jerusalem church (most esp. Peter and James) a message of 

hope for those still in the city and a reason to stay behind (versus leaving with the rest of the church). 

4. These verses do not communicate martyrdom.  It is not to those “Blessed are the dead who die FOR the 

Lord” but “IN the Lord”.  Though a slight difference in prepositions, it communicates something entirely 

different (death of a Christian v. martyrdom of a Christian) (see 20:4). 

5. This interpretation best fits the focus and flow of the chapter. 

6. The words “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.  Blessed indeed, says the Spirit, that 

they may rest from their labors” is a far more relevant message to the Jews given the fact that they are 

who verse (9) are concerned with (the apostate Jews in Jerusalem who had shown loyalty to/taken the 

“mark” of Nero/ “the Beast” in the persecution of Christians) and the consequences associated with such 

actions (“tormented w/fire and sulfur” and “no rest day or night” --10-11). 

7.  The encouragement that “their deeds follow them” into the next life (as a means of both removing their 

prior condemnation and approving them before God) is also far more relevant and powerful when 

considered in light of verses 6-21’s context and focus (the wrath of the Lamb). Could this be what Paul is 

talking about in Rom 11:25-25? (Compare w/Luk 21:20-24).   


