
Revelation 14 PART 3 

 

(Rev 14:1-20) 1. Preliminary Considerations (DISCUSSED) 

CHAPTER 14 DEPICTS THE RESCUE AND WRATH OF THE LAMB DURING THE JEWISH WAR. 

2.  Contextual Interpretation 

 (4-5) = A description of the Jerusalem church and her members.  They are spiritually pure in the sense 

of doctrinally sound and not given to idolatry or false teaching (“not defile themselves with women, they 

are virgins” – compare w/8—the “sexual immorality” is clearly spiritual in nature strongly implying the 

same is true here as well.  “Virgin” was a term used for OT Israel - Jer 14:13-18, 18:13-15; Lam 2:13-14.  

The church is also called a “virgin”- 2Co 11:1-2.  All carry the idea of being separate from pagan idolatry 

and the false doctrine of the world), fully obedient (“follow the Lamb wherever he goes” – another way 

of expressing full obedience – Mar 8:34; Joh 10:27, 12:26, 21:15-22 w/ 14:15), holy/set apart to God 

(“redeemed from mankind as firstfruits for God and the Lamb” – Jer 2:3; Rom 11:16), 

blameless/faithful/persevering in righteousness/obedience (“in their mouth no lie was found, for they 

are blameless” – characterized by a pattern of righteous living though tested by trials – Ph 2:12-15; 1Ti 

3:10; see also Zep 3:9-13—this is the kind of people predicted to serve God under the NC---faithful 

versus apostate people – Jer 31:31-34). In contrast to many of the churches in Asia Minor, those in the 

Jerusalem church were model Christians—those who met the description of a saint—which according to 

verse 12 is more than just forgiven – (see v12).  

(6-11) = Three angels each representing a different prophetic message and/or its fulfillment. Angels are 

used throughout the book to symbolically represent the fulfillment of events which God has planned 

(e.g. Rev 8:3-12 = the events surrounding the final five month siege of Jerusalem by the Romans).  This is 

true (also) for the angels associated with each church.  Identified as the senior pastors, it is their duty to 

see that what God (or Jesus) has proclaimed for each congregation comes to pass (i.e. that it is fulfilled).  

This is additionally the idea behind the portion of the Lord’s Prayer which states, “Your will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven” (Mat 6:9-10).  Like the angels who are always fulfilling God’s commands, we as 

Christians are be fulfilling His commands as well.   

(6-7) = The fulfillment of Jesus’ prophetic words regarding world evangelism (“to those who dwell on/in 

the land-Israel, to every nation and tribe and language and people” –Act 1:8) and therefore also 

Jerusalem’s end are symbolically indicated by “another angel flying directly overhead with an eternal 

gospel to proclaim” (Mat 24:14; Rom 1:8, 10:18; Col 1:5-6, 23). The fact that the gospel being 

proclaimed to the whole world also signals the end for Jerusalem is further supported by what the angel 

is specifically proclaiming: words of coming judgment (“Fear God and give him glory, because the hour 

of his judgment has come”).  The Bible reveals that this is indeed a part of the gospel message (e.g. Act 

24:24-25).  The call to “worship him who made the heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water” is 

also an important part of the gospel since this is a common way in Scripture to identify God as the true 

and only One worthy of our adoration, loyalty and service (2Ki 19:15; 2Ch 2:12; Psa 115:15, 121:2, 124:8, 



134:3, 135:6, 146:6; Isa 37:16, 45:5-14; Rev 10:6).  Important interpretive note:  “earth becomes the 

proper translation of (th.n gh/n) when in coupled with “heaven” as it is here (to.n 

ouvrano.n kai. th.n gh/n) versus understanding according to its most common meaning in 

the book “the land” as in the land of Israel (Luk 16:17; Act 4:24, 14:15; Jam 5:12; Rev 10:6).  Seeing these 

words of judgment as directed primarily at Jerusalem points also to the Jews as ones who are to 

“fear…give glory and worship God” before the impending doom of their destruction by the Romans and 

identifies this portion of Rev 14 as another allusion to prior visions in the book:  the beginning of Rev 

11:13 and the “second woe” (see 11:13-14).   Further support for proposing that these called to 

“fear…give glory and worship God” are indeed Jews who repented before their subsequent slaughter by 

the Romans is provided by (12-13).   

“Revelation 11:13 refers to the major breach in the inner walls of the city which happen immediately 

following the miraculous ascension of James and Peter (to heaven) and which spell it and the Temple’s 

soon devastation.  This breach also exposes a large number (‘seven thousand’) of Jews to the marauding 

forces and sword of the Romans.  Among the Jews who witness this event (and are temporarily still safe) 

are those who realize its connection to the prior miracles.  As a result, they repent and turn to Christ.  In 

this both fruit for the witness of James and Peter is born and prophetic fulfillment regarding the ‘coming 

of Christ’ in relation to ‘the first century Jews’ is realized (Rev 1:7; Zech 12:10-13:1; Mat 24:29-34; ‘tenth 

of the city’ represents that last vestige of Jerusalem –including her Temple—which is not yet occupied by 

the Romans). This represents the ‘second woe’ (verse 14): the destruction or removing of the kingdom 

from the Jews (which is what has now taken place).”  –R. Scott Jarrett 

“… ‘glory’ is given to God in the Apocalypse only by beings who are a part of God’s spiritual community 

(12 times).” –GK Beale 

 (8) = The destruction of the city of Jerusalem and subsequently the nation of Israel.  “Fallen, fallen is 

Babylon the great” = Israel/Jerusalem are identified as the pagan nation/city of Babylon whom God 

destroyed in judgment for her persecution of His people in the 6
th

 century B.C.  Hence, another picture 

of life’s irony:  the victim has now become the perpetrator (Isa 21:9; Jer 51:6-11, 49; Rev 18:2-3, 19-20; 

1Pe 5:13). “she who made all nations drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality.” = 

Jerusalem’s utter apostasy against God in her wrathful hatred of both Christ and His Church, a position 

which she convinced Rome to adopt as well as demonstrated by her prior persecution of the Christians 

throughout the empire (“passion” = lit. wrath; Rev 16:1 –those receiving the “wrath” are the “they” of 5-

6 who are =  17:5-6 – “drunk” w/ 18:1-3 - “drunk” =blood of the saints is what the nations drank along 

w/Israel, the one who enticed them to such “immorality).  How we can be certain that both the city and 

nation are in focus (Where the destruction – “wrath” –takes place is in “the land” – “outside the city”--

14-20, as well as IN the “great city” – 18:9-10, 16-17). 

(9 -11) = The eternal consequences associated with the Jews’ initial collusion w/Nero and Rome against 

Christians.  Before the Jewish War, the Jews were both making daily sacrifices for Nero at the Temple 

and supporting (even instigating) the violent persecution of Christians within the empire.  In this way 

they became guilty of worshipping “the beast (Rome) and it’s image (Nero)”, as well as receiving its 

“mark…” As discussed, this is a symbolic way of communicating one’s loyalty to another.  Israel was 

initially loyal to Nero (Joh 19:15), especially when he took their advice against the Christians!  “he will 

also drink of God’s wrath, poured full strength…tormented with fire and sulfur…the smoke of their 

torment goes up forever and ever…no rest, day or night” = the REALITY of HELL (the next life for all those 



NOT loyal to Christ – def. verse 12) (Isa 34:8-10 – the “special company” of Hell;  those who persecute 

His “Zion”.). 


