
Revelation 14 PART 2 

 

(Rev 14:1-20) 

1. Preliminary Considerations (DISCUSSED) 

CHAPTER 14 DEPICTS THE RESCUE AND WRATH OF THE LAMB DURING THE JEWISH WAR. 

2.  Contextual Interpretation 

(1) = As an allusion to chapter 7, this verse communicates the fact that the true 12 tribes of Israel (i.e. 

the re-constituted Israel, see 7:5-8), as symbolically represented by the Jerusalem church, were rescued 

from the city of Jerusalem (“Mt. Zion”) before its destruction by Titus and Romans.  This was the result 

of Jesus’ own warning (Luk 21:20-24) and His miraculous moving of Titus’ heart to pity before the siege.  

Hence this is what is meant by possessing “his name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads”.  

It is the mark of protection (see 7:1-4, also 3:12 w/3:10).  What however this does not 

communicate/mean is that all those Jewish Christians in Jerusalem (or part of the Jerusalem Church) 

were spared from the Neronic persecution (see 13:15).  This is in reference only to those still alive after 

the persecution and during the war. 

"The whole body, however, of the church at Jerusalem, having been commanded by a divine revelation, 

given to men of approved piety there before the war, removed from the city, and dwelt at a certain town 

beyond the Jordan, called Pella. Here those that believed in Christ, having removed from Jerusalem, as if 

holy men had entirely abandoned the royal city itself, and the whole land of Judea; the divine justice, for 

their crimes against Christ and his apostles finally overtook them, totally destroying the whole 

generation of these evildoers form the earth. (Eusebius, History 3:5.) 

"Now this sect of Nazarenes exists in Beroea in Coele-Syria, and in Decapolis in the district of Pella, and in 

Kochaba of Basanitis-- called Kohoraba in Hebrew. For thence it originated after the migration from 

Jerusalem of all the disciples who resided at Pella, Christ having instructed them to leave Jerusalem and 

retire from it on account of the impending siege. It was owing to this counsel that they went away, as I 

have said, to reside for a while at Pella" (Eusibius, Haer 29:7). 

"For when the city was about to be captured and sacked by the Romans, all the disciples were warned 

beforehand by an angel to remove from the city, doomed as it was to utter destruction. On migrating 

from it they settled at Pella, the town already indicated, across the Jordan. It is said to belong to 

Decapolis " (Epiphanius, On Weights and Measures 15). 

“Titus let a great number of them go away into the country, whither they pleased…” –Josephus (Wars, 

5.10.1)  

(2) “voice” = literally “sound” (Joh 3:8; 1Co 14:7; Rev 4:5, 9:9).  This sound proves to be the singing of the 

Jerusalem church (see v3) 



(3) “new song” = this is a common phrase in the OT referring to the response of righteous to God’s work 

in delivering them (e.g. Psa 33:3ff, 40:3ff, 96:1ff, 98:1, 144:9-11, 149:1-4; Rev 5:8-10).  In this case, it is 

the deliverance of the Jerusalem church before the impending destruction.  The reason John says that 

“no one could learn that song except the 144,000…” is to stress the fact that the Jerusalem church and 

her members (and not the city itself or the apostate Jews within her walls) were the only ones who 

would escape.  The picture of them performing “before the throne and before the four living creatures 

and before the elders (of the church in heaven)” also communicates an important contextual truth.  

Though the former “heavenly place” of God’s praise on earth will be destroyed, there is already a new 

one to replace it (Consider – Psa 9:11, 22:3, 92:2-9, 135:21—also Eph 2:6 w/Heb 12:22-23—Notice the 

church on earth is joined/before the church in heaven).   

“Later Jewish sources foresaw that God would be praised by harps and a ‘new song’ in the messianic 

days…This end-time praise on Zion was (also) prophesied in the OT (Isa 35:10)” –G.K. Beale 

(4-5) = A description of the Jerusalem church and her members.  They are spiritually pure in the sense of 

doctrinally sound and not given to idolatry or false teaching (“not defile themselves with women, they 

are virgins” – compare w/8—the “sexual immorality” is clearly spiritual in nature strongly implying the 

same is true here as well.  “Virgin” was a term used for OT Israel - Jer 14:13-18, 18:13-15; Lam 2:13-14.  

The church is also called a “virgin”- 2Co 11:1-2.  All carry the idea of being separate from pagan idolatry 

and the false doctrine of the world), fully obedient (“follow the Lamb wherever he goes” – another way 

of expressing full obedience – Mar 8:34; Joh 10:27, 12:26, 21:15-22 w/ 14:15), holy/set apart to God 

(“redeemed from mankind as firstfruits for God and the Lamb” – Jer 2:3; Rom 11:16), 

blameless/faithful/persevering in righteousness/obedience (“in their mouth no lie was found, for they 

are blameless” – characterized by a pattern of righteous living though tested by trials – Ph 2:12-15; 1Ti 

3:10; see also Zep 3:9-13—this is the kind of people predicted to serve God under the NC---faithful 

versus apostate people – Jer 31:31-34). In contrast to many of the churches in Asia Minor, those in the 

Jerusalem church were model Christians—those who met the description of a saint—which according to 

verse 12 is more than just forgiven – (see v12).  

(6) = The fulfillment of Jesus’ prophetic words regarding world evangelism (“to those who dwell on/in 

the land-Israel, to every nation and tribe and language and people” –Act 1:8) and therefore also 

Jerusalem’s end are symbolically indicated by “another angel flying directly overhead with an eternal 

gospel to proclaim” (Mat 24:14; Rom 1:8, 10:18; Col 1:5-6, 23).  Angels are used throughout the book to 

symbolically represent the fulfillment of events which God has planned (e.g. Rev 8:3-12 = the events 

surrounding the final five month siege of Jerusalem by the Romans).  This is true (also) for the angels 

associated with each church.  Identified as the senior pastors, it is their duty to see that what God (or 

Jesus) has proclaimed for each congregation comes to pass (i.e. that it is fulfilled).  This is additionally 

the idea behind the portion of the Lord’s Prayer which states, “Your will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven” (Mat 6:9-10).  Like the angels who are always fulfilling God’s commands, we as Christians are be 

fulfilling His commands as well.   

 

 


