
Revelation 14 PART 1 

 

(Rev 14:1-20) 

*Excursus: The mindset necessary to determine what Rev 14 is about = a good detective (think Monk or 

Elementary’s Sherlock Holmes, etc.): prior cases recalled and revisited; attention to details to determine 

what’s out of place; where the clues lead—how they are all connected—what the big picture reveals---

what it is all about (i.e. deductive reasoning).  

1. Preliminary Considerations 

1.1. This chapter starts (v1-5) with an allusion to the first portion of Revelation 7 (v1-8): 

 1.1.1. 144,000 redeemed/sealed with the mark of God on their forehead (7:3-4 w/14:1, 4). 

1.1.2. The 144,000 are Jewish Christians in Israel (or Jerusalem) (7:3 – “land”, 5-8 w/14:1 – 

“Mount Zion”, 3 – “land”, 4 – “follow the Lamb”). 

“The lack of the article before ‘144,000’ does not distinguish this group from the one in 7:4(ff), 

where the article does occur.  Throughout the Apocalypse images are repeated, sometimes 

without the article in later occurrences (cf. ‘son of man’ in 1:13 and 14:14; ‘mark’ in 13:16-17 

and 14:9; ‘glass sea’ in 4:6 and 15:2; ‘the whore’ in 17:1 and ‘a woman’ in 17:3; ‘beast’ in 17:3).  

An article of previous reference is not needed here, since other features in the scene point clearly 

enough back to 7:4 (ff).” –GK Beale 

1.2. Since it was concluded in previous studies that Revelation 7:1-8 is concerned with the Jerusalem 

church who, having heeded Christ’s and the apostles’ warning, were going to escape from the city just 

before the Roman siege led by Titus (in April of 70 AD), this (then) is what we are being reminded of in 

verses 1-5: 

 1.2.1. (Luk 21:20-24) 

 1.2.2. “the abomination of desolation” (Mat 24:15) (Luk 21:20; Dan 11:31) 

1.2.3. Historical support: 

“At Rome, Peter and Paul foretold that it would shortly come to pass, that God would send a king 

who would overcome the Jews and who would lay their city level with the ground.  He would 

besiege them until they so pined with hunger and thirst, that they would start eating one 

another.  Finally, they would fall into their enemies’ hands and would see their wives most 

grievously tormented in their sight and their virgins violated and prostituted.  Their sons would 

be torn asunder and their little ones dashed to pieces.  Everything would be destroyed by fire and 

sword and they would forever be banished from their own lands.  All this would happen, because 



they exalted themselves above the most loving Son of God, who was approved by God Himself.”  

--Lactantius (Divine Institutions, 4.21.7) 

(Deu 28:30, 47-58; Hos 13:12-16 w/Mat 23:32) 

“(Some of) the people had a great inclination to desert to the Romans; accordingly some of them 

sold what they had, and even the most precious things that had been laid up as treasures by 

them, for a very small matter, and swallowed down pieces of gold, that they might not be found 

by the robbers; and when they escaped to the Romans, went to stool, and had wherewithal to 

provide plentifully for themselves; for Titus let a great number of them go away into the country, 

whither they pleased…” –Josephus (Wars, 5.10.1)  

“The people of the church in Jerusalem had been commanded by a revelation, vouchsafed 

approved men there before the war, to leave the city and dwell in a certain town of Perea called 

Pella.  And when those that believed in Christ had come thither from Jerusalem, then, as if the 

royal city of the Jews and the whole land of Judea were entirely destitute of holy men, the 

judgment of God at length overtook those that had committed such outrages against Christ and 

his apostles, and totally destroyed that generation of impious men.” –Eusebius (History of the 

Church, p. 111) 

Epiphanius (Heresies 29:7) argues that Revelation was written for the purpose of warning 

Christians to flee Jerusalem before the coming destruction. 

1.3. Rev 14 is the mirror opposite of Rev 13 on several subjects: 

1.3.1. Worship 

In 14 it is the Lamb who is worshipped versus 13 where it is beast and the dragon (v4 – “they 

worshipped the dragon…they worshipped the beast”). 

1.3.2. The mark on the hand or forehead 

In 14 it is the mark of God (v1 – “who had his name and his Father’s name written on their 

foreheads”) which is received versus 13 where it is the mark of the beast (v16-17 – “to be 

marked on the right hand or forehead…he has…the mark of the beast”) 

1.3.3. Description of their main characters 

In 14 it is someone who is mighty and good (v14 – “…white cloud and seated on the white cloud 

one like the son of man, with a golden crown on his head”) versus 13 where it is the description 

of two beings who are mighty and evil (13:1-3 – “blasphemous names on its heads…to it the 

dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority”; 13:11-12 –“spoke like the dragon…it 

exercises all the authority of the first beast”). 

1.3.4. The “land” 

In 14 the “land” is mentioned 4 times as the place of divine judgment (14:15-16, 18-19) versus 

13 where the “land” is mentioned 4 times as the place of demonic worship (13:11-14). 

1.4. Though there are slight differences, the practical message of Rev 14 and 13 is the same: A call for 

the endurance and faith of the saints: 



  1.4.1. (14:12, 13:10b) 

1.4.2. Rev 13:9-10a emphasizes the inevitability of what must be endured (“if anyone is to be 

taken captive to captivity he goes…if anyone is to be slain with the sword, with the sword he 

must be slain”)  

1.4.3. Rev 14:12 emphasizes the blessing of what must be endured (v13-“blessed are the dead 

who die in the Lord…Blessed indeed…that they may rest from their labors”). 

1.5. God’s wrath is exercised against: 

 1.5.1. Those who receive the mark of the beast (9-10) 

 1.5.2. Babylon (8, 10—“he also…”) 

 1.5.3. Those in the “land” (16-19) 

1.6. The “land”: 

 1.5.1. Associated with a particular city (20) 

 1.5.1. Babylon is a “land” and a city 

1.5.2. Proximity (and similarity of judgment) dictate the “land” and “city” be associated with 

Babylon. 

15.3. Previous studies dictate the “land” and “city” be associated with Israel and Jerusalem (1:7; 

11:1-2, 8). 

1.5.4. Israel and Jerusalem are being identified as Babylon and the place of God’s wrath in 

judgment (Rev 18:10). 

1.7. Previous studies (in Rev) and ancient history reveal Israel and Jerusalem as the place of God’s wrath 

and judgment for her involvement in the death of Christ and Christians by Rome (Pilate – 1:7/Nero – 

18:20, 19:1-2 w/13:5-7). 

1.8. The person seated on the cloud “like the son of man”(14) and the “Lamb” (1) refer to the same 

person, Jesus (Rev 1:7, 5:6-13). 

1.9. The “virgins” of verse 4 refer to those who are spiritually pure (versus physical purity) based on 

comparing this term with what is said about “Babylon” in verse 8 (which is in reference to spiritual 

versus physical immorality) (See also 2Co 11:1-2). 

 

 


