
Revelation 13 PART 5 

 (Rev 13:11-18) 

(DISCUSSED)  1. Preliminary Considerations  2. Support for the identity of the Beasts 

CHAPTER 13 DEPICTS THE WRATH OF SATAN AGAINST CHRISTIANS IN THE 3 ½ YEARS OF EMPIRE WIDE 

PERSECUTION (July 64 – June 68) INSTIGATED BY THE JEWISH PRIESTHOOD (THE BEAST OF THE LAND) 

AND ENACTED BY ROME AND NERO (THE BEAST OF THE SEA). 

3.  Contextual Interpretation 

(11) = The Jewish Priesthood, a represented by their sacrificial animal and work, “a lamb” and their 

presence in “the earth”—lit. “the Land”—meaning the land of Israel (or “Palestine”)—which is its 

common use in the NT and the book of Revelation (e.g. Rev 1:7).  Further supporting this, is the mention 

of “two horns” which as discussed in the past as well, is a common scriptural way of denoting kingdoms, 

nations, provinces or states.  Since the time of Solomon Israel (or “Palestine”) was divided into two 

which at the time Revelation was written were:  Judea and Samaria. 

(12) “It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence” = lit. “it exercises…on its behalf”; 

“and makes the earth (lit. land-Israel) and its inhabitants worship the first beast (Rome and Nero) whose 

mortal wound (Christ’s and the gospel’s victory-Col 1:5-6) was healed (Christianity and the gospel’s 

current demise through persecution)” = The Jewish priesthood were at the time of the Neronic 

persecution (and no doubt as a token of their gratitude) making daily sacrifices for Nero on behalf of the 

nation.  As discussed in previous studies, this was considered an acceptable alternative to the emperor 

worship normally required of every individual within the Roman Empire.  In this way then, the 

priesthood (“beast of the land”) was exercising the authority of Rome and making the land and its 

inhabitants worship the beast.    

(13, 15) = Both of these verses refer to essentially the same thing: the Jewish priesthood’s involvement 

in Rome (or Nero’s) persecution and killing (“fire come down”, “slain”) of Christians (“those who would 

not worship the image of the beast”).  Through their suggestion to Nero of blaming the fires of Rome on 

the Christians, it (as symbolized by the beast of the land) “was allowed to give breath to the image of 

the beast, so that the image of the beast might even speak and might cause those who would not 

worship the image of the beast to be slain” (see Rev 14:9-13—remember v10; also Rev 20:4) .  “Image” 

(lit. –eivko,na “icon”) refers simply to the face of Rome (her public image or spokesperson) Nero 

(the beast individually).  The fact that John depicts the persecution of Christians as “fire” coming down 

from heaven is also important indicator as to how such events were being communicated to and 

perceived by the Jewish people.  The phrase itself is a direct allusion to the prophet Elijah and his work 

of casting fiery judgment/death on God’s enemies (1Ki18:38; 2Ki 1:10, 12)—an allusion which resonated 

with apostate Jewish anticipation (i.e. a forerunner before restoration of the kingdom was not John the 

Baptist and therefore was yet to come) and the contemporary prophecy of the time (Dan 2:44-45 will 

soon be fulfilled).      



(14) = The “signs” of authority and influence exercised by the Jewish priesthood “in the presence of the 

beast” (Rome/Nero) in getting them to fulfill her bidding for total annihilation of Christianity was (as 

discussed above) a powerful weapon in their arsenal of deceit among the Jewish people (“it deceives 

those who dwell on the land”).  It is also helps to garner support for Nero (the “image” or “icon” of the 

corporate beast-Rome) and the use of the Temple sacrifices on his behalf (a political move by the 

priesthood—yet one that needed the support of the more conservative among the nation). The phrase 

“telling them to make an image FOR the beast” seems to communicate this very thing.  Notice it does 

not say “OF the beast”, but again, “FOR the beast”.   In other words, the people were encouraged to 

“make” Nero who they thought of when considering Rome (the “beast”)—since he was the “champion” 

of the Jewish peoples’ cause against Christianity (which was now seen as a religious campaign – Joh 

16:2). 

(16-17) = These verses demonstrate once again the amount of influence (and culpability – Rev 18:20, 

19:1-2) the Jews had in relation to Nero’s decision to persecute Christians. As part of the consequences 

to Christianity being declared a “religio illicita”, was the declaration also of “commercium illcita” (illegal 

to buy or sell).  Hence, any Christian (“small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave”) not 

willing to renounce their faith and (in turn) declare their allegiance to Rome (“to be marked on the right 

hand or the forehead” w/the “name of the beast or the number of its name”) would suffer not only as a 

hunted fugitive, but also as a starving one.  This no doubt is why Tertullian records many as falling away 

in apostasy during this time (Jesus also seems to have predicted as much – Luk 18:8). In further 

consideration of the “mark”: in the Bible this is a symbolic way of referring to the loyalty of a person in 

relation to another—they bear his “mark”.  This therefore is not in reference to microchips under the 

skin or bar code tattoos (see Rev 7:3, 9:4). 

(18) = Nero’s Greek name (Neron Caesar) transliterated into Hebrew equates to “666” according to the 

numerical values given to letters in the Hebrew alphabet (13:18).  Even the variant rendering of “616” 

finds a solution in the person of Nero when valued according to its Latin rendering (Nero Caesar). 

“A great number of biblical scholars recognize this name as the solution to the problem.  Is it not 

remarkable that this most relevant emperor has a name that fits precisely the required sum?  He is the 

only contemporary historical figure that can possibly fulfill all the requirements.”—Kenneth Gentry 

         

 


