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THE GOOD NEWS OF ABUNDANT LIFE IN JESUS CHRIST IF WE SUBMIT TO 

HIM AS LORD BEFORE SAVIOR IN THE RELATIONSHIP OF COVENANT. 

 

By now I would assume that most of you are probably familiar enough with that 

particular gospel summary statement that if you had to repeat it with somebody outside 

this particular context, you would be able to do so. The question is: do you believe it? 

 

Do you believe that this is, indeed, the gospel as we see it in page after page of text from 

Genesis to Revelation? Well, hopefully, you would respond back to me, if I was asking 

you personally this particular question, yes, you do believe it. Not because I desire that to 

be the case, but because of all the time that we have spent in the Scripture supporting this 

particular statement. 

 

By the way, we have been in this particular study now for four months, which means that 

we have covered a lot of ground. And since that is the case, before we jump into where I 

left off last week, I want to remind you again of something I said at the beginning of this 

particular series, something related to this first building block of abundant life. And that 

something is this: the chief end or goal of man is abundant life, in other words, living a 

life which is filled with God’s blessing, which is purpose and productivity, provision and 

protection, and paradise later. That is the chief goal of every human being whether they 

know it or not. 

 

This is in direct contrast to how many of us were taught or trained in the past. Most of us 

heard something to this effect: the chief end or goal of men is to glorify God and enjoy 

Him forever. Nonetheless, what I’ve told you just now is the correct or sound or Biblical 

answer to that question. The means to accomplishing that is, indeed, the glorification of 

God and our enjoyment of Him, which is a big part of everything we have been talking 

about as it relates to faithfulness and obedience and submission to Christ and, again, the 

things that we are going to speak of today. 

 

But, once more, it is the means, not the end or the goal. It is, in other words, not the 

motivation. Our motivation is not the glory of God. According to the Bible, our 

motivation for living this way, in a way that brings God glory, that faithfully obeys Him, 



and submits to Christ in all things is because when we do that, God gives to us abundant 

life. So that is the goal, the motivation, the chief end or goal of man or of the Christian. 

We obey because we want abundant life. And, once more, this is correct. It is sound and 

it is Biblical. 

 

On that note, then, consider with me the words of 1 Peter 2:1-3. “So put away all malice 

and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 
2 

Like newborn infants, long for the 

pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation— 
3 

if indeed you have 

tasted that the Lord is good.” Do you know what he’s just told you there? That the 

motivation for growing up in your salvation and putting away those things which are 

sinful in your speech and in your actions and in your attitude, envy and deceit and 

hypocrisy and malice and slander, the motivation for putting away those things and 

continuing along the straight and narrow is that you have already experienced, if you’re a 

Christian, that the Lord is good, and there’s more of that to come if you do so. 

 

Why do I say that? Well, because what Peter quotes here, “If you have tasted that the 

Lord is good,” is actually an allusion back to Psalm 34, where we see these exact words 

in relation to the Lord blessing His people. You have tasted that the Lord is good. The 

faithful taste that the Lord is good in His provision. “The lions,” he says, “suffer want but 

those who follow the Lord,” those who fear Him, “lack no good thing.” And then he says, 

“You have tasted that the Lord is good.” And so Peter plugs that in here as the motivation 

for growing up in your salvation and putting aside all of these sinful things. He says do it 

– why? – because if, indeed, you have tasted that the Lord is good, if you know already 

that the Lord blesses those who are obedient to Him, then continue to be obedient to Him, 

and even more so the motivation being that the Lord is good to those kinds of people. 

 

So Peter uses this as the chief end of man. Why we do what we do in obedience and 

throwing off sin is we know that the Lord is good and we want more of it. 

Skip over to chapter 3, a text we’ve looked at before, verses 8-11. Again, the motivation 

for doing what we do is abundant life, the blessings of God. “Finally, all of you, have 

unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind.” Humble, 

obedient, receiving the things of God – that’s what that term in Scripture means. You’re 

to be all of these things and “not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the 

contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing.” Notice the 

condition there or the motivation. The reason Peter says, in other words, you want to do 

all these things and be obedient and have a humble mind that receives in obedience and 

submission to God what He says and putting off evil, is so that you can obtain a blessing. 

Then he goes on, verse 10. “
 
For he who desires to love life and to see good days, let him 

keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit; 
11 

let him turn away from evil 

and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it.” Be obedient. Be faithful. Why? Verse 12, 

“For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His ears are open to their prayer. But 

the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 



So you want abundant life? The motivation for being obedient is abundant life. Be 

obedient! You get abundant life! Be obedient and you will taste again that the Lord is 

good. 

The same thing in chapter 4, verse 7. “The end of all things is at hand; therefore be 

self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers.” Self-control – Paul uses 

that as a summary way of saying “be obedient to God in all things,” when speaking to 

Festus. He says, “When you think about the Christian life, here’s what it essentially boils 

down to: righteousness, judgment and self-control.” Righteousness, which we gain only 

from Christ. What we do in the meantime to maintain it – self-control. Why? Because 

there is a coming judgment. Self-control. And so here he says you are to be obedient. 

That’s what he means to be self-controlled. Why? So that when you pray, God will hear 

your prayers. Why is that important? Verse 7 of chapter 3 says, “so that your prayers may 

not be hindered.” Why are they hindered? Because of disobedience. And so, in chapter 4, 

verse 7, he says, “The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-

minded for the sake of your prayers. Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since 

love covers a multitude of sins. Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 
10 

As 

each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied 

grace: 
11 

whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who 

serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be 

glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. 

Amen.” 

Notice, God’s glory is what happens when we are faithful. He tells us that. Do all of these 

things “in order that in everything God may be glorified.” Notice, however, it is not the 

end of all things. They are two very different things. It is the means. When I’m obedient, 

again, I glorify God. But that’s not the end. The end or the goal is the end of all things. 

Going back up to verse 7, “the end of all things is at hand; therefore” do these things. 

What is he speaking about when he says “the end of all things is near”? Christ’s return. 

The opportunity for us to go and to be with Him in paradise, and so, again, the motivation 

for being faithful now in the world with one another, in our service to one another, is this 

coming abundant life. Again the chief end of man is abundant life. It should be why we 

do what we do. 

And this is true even for the elders in the church. Skip over to chapter 5, verses 2-6. 

“Shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight,
 
not under 

compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you;
 
not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 

3
not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. 

4 
And when 

the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.” Notice that. 

The reason you’re to do it, to be faithful and not domineering, being an example to the 

flock, and not under compulsion but willingly, eagerly, is so when Jesus appears you get 

a crown of glory. Motivation? Abundant life. I do it because of the gain that He gives to 

me in it.  



And the same is true for all of us, beloved. This is, again, the chief end of all men. It was 

for Peter. It is for us and what Peter writes to us. Abundant life as the goal and motivation 

for continued faithfulness and obedience in the life of the Christian is the life of the 

Christian. 

And as I keep intimating here, now let me just say it very explicitly. This, again, is the 

motivation and the goal of every creature on planet Earth. Everything seeks out and 

follows in the direction that they believe will grant to them abundant life. Everything!  

I’ve told you about the trees that you see around the power lines and how they realize 

they can’t go through the power line. They need to get to the sun. The sun for them is 

their abundant life, and so they make a way to grow around that and to reach out to that 

which is abundant life for them. And everything in creation functions that way, including 

human beings, which is why the gospel, then, is relevant to every single human being. 

Because we all seek for purpose and productivity and provision and protection, and what 

human doesn’t want paradise later? What human doesn’t want paradise now? We’re all 

striving for abundant life, and we as Christians have the exclusive answer to that 

question, to that problem. The answer is again by submitting our lives to Jesus Christ as 

Lord before Savior in relationship of covenant.  

And that brings us full circle right back to where we left off last week. We have been 

looking together at this last piece on Covenant, doing our best to understand exactly what 

the Bible teaches about it. And now, if you didn’t before, now you know why. Because, 

without this, there is no abundant life. This, too, is a part or a condition of the gospel, the 

relationship of covenant. This, too, is what must be a part of our lives if we are truly to 

possess the sound gospel and the blessings of abundant life that God offers through it, 

and that includes, then, being a part of a Biblical church community. 

And the reason I say that is because of what we began discussing last week together 

under this third and final building block of the sound gospel which is this: 

C. A covenant exists now only within the church community. 

Remember, I gave you three words to really define and delineate and describe this term 

“covenant,” contract, commitment, and now we are on the third and final piece, 

community.  

A covenant exists now only within the church community. Meaning, as I stated last time, 

there were times when this wasn’t the case. Adam, Abraham, Noah, David, all of them 

had covenants with God that did not require the existence of some form of community. 

However, the New Covenant, which Jesus established with His blood, like the Old 

Covenant, is a covenant which exists only within community, and that community is the 

church.  

And since this is the only covenant that we can enter into with God today, if we want a 

saving relationship with Him, that means that this, too, is mandatory. In other words, we 



must be a part of a church community to be in covenant with God and, therefore, 

possessing Christ as our Savior and Lord.  

Several texts make this clear, and we spoke of then last week, but I want to revisit them 

quickly today.  

Let me tell you why I review so much in this church. So that when you speak this to other 

people, you don’t say, “Well, I know that our pastor talked about that at one time.” 

Because that’s not the answer you want to give. I need you – you need you – to go to the 

text itself and say “because God says.” Because, frankly, who cares what I said? It’s what 

God says, which we talk about all the time, as well, and the only way to get something 

down, beloved, is to go over it again and again and again and again. 

Matthew 18:15-17 give to us here in this particular text really the road map or the 

procedure for discipline within the church, and as part of that, in verse 17, the last step or 

phase, we have these words: “If he (this person who is in unrepentant sin) refuses to 

listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him 

be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.” Again, as I talked about in Sunday school this 

morning, a Gentile as well as tax collector are words that are used throughout the New 

Testament to speak of the unbeliever. And so what Jesus is saying here is essentially this: 

for the person who is in the church currently but will not repent of their sin, whatever 

particular sin it is, you are to put them out of the church and you are to consider them 

from that point forward until they repent as an unbeliever, i.e., they are no longer a 

Christian. This means this: that your identity as a Christian is very much tied to the 

church. They’re the ones that determine it. Look at the very next verse. 

“Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever 

you loose on earth shall be loosed
 
in heaven.” Or shall have already been loosed is 

literally what it says. God has declared it. We seek it out in Scripture in the signs that He 

gives to us through the Scripture as to what we’re to look for. We assess it in the life of 

the person and say, “Yeah, that person’s been loosed. As far as we can tell, they’re 

loosed.” And when they won’t repent of their sins, the Bible tells us they’re bound. So we 

declare them bound. We say, “You’re bound,” which means what? You’re not a Christian 

because Christians aren’t bound in their sin. This is what Jesus came to set us free from. 

So our identity as Christians is very much tied to the church, which means this: we can’t 

be in covenant with God outside of the church. There is no covenant outside of that 

community because there is no Christian outside of that community. 

Hebrews 10, another text that speaks to this, verses 24 and following: “And let us 

consider how to stir up one another to love and good deeds, 
25 

not neglecting to meet 

together (or to assemble together, meaning as the church or the body of Christ. Don’t 

neglect that) as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you 

see the Day drawing near.” Does that mean that we don’t ever have time which we 

designate to go on vacation or other things come up? No, it doesn’t mean that at all. 

Those are good things. We’re using them to refuel the tanks, to get us back into that 



assembly so that we’re better and more rested to serve the body of Christ. We rejoice 

when people do that. This is the type of person, though, that says, “I don’t need the 

body,” and so they neglect the body. 

Notice, he says, “Don’t do that.” We’re not to be those kinds of people. Why? “
 
For if we 

go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth.” What knowledge 

of the truth is the question. Well, the knowledge he just gave you. “Don’t neglect the 

assembling of yourselves together.” If we go on sinning willfully after that, “there no 

longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 
27 

but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of 

fire that will consume the adversaries.” You’re going to hell when you die, right? That’s 

what it’s talking about there. Fearful expectation of judgment. It’s not going to go well 

for you. “And a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. Anyone who has set aside 

the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 
29 

How 

much worse punishment, do you think,” he says, “will be deserved by the one who has 

spurned the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was 

sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace?” Notice the whole context there is 

surrounding the covenant and the covenant community. I’ve left the covenant 

community. I’m neglecting the covenant community, and, therefore, I am spurning the 

Son of God and I’m profaning the blood of the covenant. 

Again, you can’t have covenant without the covenant community. You throw out the 

covenant community, you’ve spurned the Son of God, and you have profaned the blood 

of the covenant by which you said that you were cleansed, and now you’re treating it as 

an unclean thing. Which is why, as I said last week, it was unthinkable for any of the 

writers of the New Testament or Jesus Himself or any of the apostles to think in the way 

that so many that call themselves Christians today think. “I can be a Christian, and I’ll 

have my little Jesus, and I don’t need the church. I’ll go off and do it in my little corner.” 

We talked about that in Sunday school this morning. It’s “bring your own god to church 

day.” That’s what it is. “I’ll have my own little god and he’ll be my little precious, and 

we’ll talk and we’ll walk, and we’ll be friends, and I’ll do it my way, and I don’t need the 

church, and so if the church boots me out, it don’t matter. I still follow Jesus cuz that’s 

what I want to do. I’m still following God. It doesn’t matter what they think.”  

You know, I bet that’s exactly what the people felt like in John 6 when they walked away 

from Jesus. I guarantee you there was not one of those people who said, “I’m walking 

away from God.” They all said, “We don’t need you, Jesus. We don’t like that you make 

it too tough. But we’ve got God. We’re not leaving God. We just don’t like you.” 

The Bible says, “You reject the Son; you reject the Father.” And the Bible also teaches, 

beloved, you reject the church community, the body of Christ, and you reject Christ. 

You’re not in covenant with God outside of His covenant community. 

Acts 20, the final text for consideration, verse 28. Paul, in speaking with the elders from 

Ephesus says to them, “Shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own 

blood.” So who did Jesus shed His blood for? The church. Which means, if you’re not 

part of the church, then Jesus didn’t shed His blood for you. Very simple. We need the 



covenant community. This is where the covenant exists, and it doesn’t exist outside of 

that. 

In light of this truth, then, there were several accompanying truths which we began 

looking at together, the first of which was this: 

1. The church community is portrayed in Scripture as our new family. 

That is why we’re commanded all over the Scripture to use familial terms or family 

terms. I call you brother and sister. Those are family terms. Which is why also we call 

God Father because God wants us to think about the church as our family, as our new 

family. And as we saw from the research of Joseph Hellerman in his book When the 

Church Was a Family, there’s a very good reason for God commanding these kinds of 

titles, and that because the family in the New Testament world, when the Bible was 

written, in other words, was considered to be the most important group within what he 

calls a strong group society, meaning this: the group or the family always took 

precedence or priority over the individual within the family. The group was always more 

important than the individual. 

And, since for the Christian, that now represents the church, the church is my family. It is 

the church community which we are to see not only as our truest family but as our 

greatest priority. We are to think of this group and its good as more important than our 

own individual selves. 

There are plenty of texts that speak to this, and we’re going to see some of them here in 

just a moment. But before I do that, let me just read something from Hellerman’s book. 

In his own words, he says this: “What this means is first of all that a person perceives 

himself or herself to be a member of a church and responsible to the church for his or her 

actions, destiny, career, development, and life in general. The individual person is 

embedded in the life of the church and is free to do whatever he or she feels right and 

necessary only if in accord with the church family’s norms, and only if the action is in the 

church’s best interests. The church has priority over the individual.” 

And as I mentioned last week, as well, he goes on to say, “Now, how many of you would 

sign a church membership statement that had that in it?” With the American individualist 

mindset, the rebel mindset, many of us would balk at that. But this is what the Bible 

teaches us all over the place. 

And based on what else we saw, the family of the church is to be considered, as I said 

just a moment ago, even more important than our blood or physical families. And so, it 

includes even that group. Or as our second point states, 

2. The sibling relationship within the church community is considered the strongest by 

God. 



In other words, the relationship between brothers and sisters in the church. So I call you 

my brother. God says that’s the strongest bond, the one that you have between those you 

call brothers and sisters. And this, too, we discovered from the research of Joseph 

Hellerman in his book. The New Testament world saw brothers and sisters, that 

relationship within the family, as the place where the strongest loyalties existed. In other 

words, a person was more committed to that relationship, the sibling relationship, than 

they were to the relationship they had with their mother, with their father, with their 

spouse, or even their children. I read one example of this to you last week just to drive 

that home.  

The sibling relationship trumped all in the New Testament world, which as we also saw 

means essentially two things for us. First of all, it means that this is the lens through 

which we are to look when attempting to understand the New Testament and its use of 

these terms. That’s the historical context of what is being written. So when they read this 

stuff in the New Testament times in the 1st Century, they knew this. This is the world 

they lived in. They knew that a brother and sister relationship was the strongest in the 

society. That’s the way they were raised. This is the mindset that they came into the 

Scriptures with, so when the Bible is using those terms, they knew darn well what was 

being said. They understood that that loyalty had now been transferred over to a different 

family, a different group, and that the relationship that now was the strongest was the one 

that existed between my brothers and sisters in the body of Christ. 

That means, the second thing that we saw that was the worst thing that a person could do 

in that time – and again this is how the Scripture is using these terms – the worst thing 

that I could do is be disloyal to my brothers and sisters in Christ or to abandon them. That 

was the worst of all crimes in the New Testament world, and this is again the language 

that we see in Scripture. And we’re going to see this here in just a second. 

So again this is the reason then for God choosing these kinds of words, brother and sister, 

as the titles that we would call each other in the church, this place which has also now 

taken a very important title from this time period, and that is the term “family,” because 

this is the place, beloved, and these are the people God wants us to put first, to make the 

priority as one of the ways that we make Christ our priority.  

And I talked about this, as well, last week. People say all the time. “Jesus is #1 in my life. 

He’s my #1.” Which really begs the question, “How do you demonstrate that?” You say 

by that, “Oh, Jesus is #1 in my life. That means I serve Jesus above all else. I serve no 

man. I serve Jesus.” That’s all well and fine, but what exactly does that look like? He’s in 

heaven last I checked. So exactly how do you serve Jesus? Well, again, the Scripture – I 

love it – it’s so sufficient. Matthew 25, we looked at this together last week, as well, 

where Jesus talks about Judgment Day, and on Judgment Day, it says in verse 31, “When 

the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his 

glorious throne. 
32

Before him will be gathered all the nations and he will separate people 

one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.” That’s it, two groups 

of people at the end of the day – sheep and goats. The sheep go to heaven; the goats go to 

hell. And they’re separated based on this thing right here that is included among the other 



things. “
34

Then the King will say to those on his right,” the sheep going to the right, the 

goats going to the left, “‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 
35 

For I was hungry and you gave me 

food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 
36 

I 

was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you 

came to me.’ 
37 

Then the righteous (the sheep) will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did 

we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 
38 

And when did we see 

you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 
39 

And when did we see you 

sick or in prison and visit you?’ 
40 

And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as 

you did it” – notice, in proportion, as you did it – “to one of the least of these” – I love 

this – “my brothers,
 
you did it unto me.’” 

That solves it right there. Jesus says it Himself. Don’t miss that! Don’t leave here today 

and go back to whatever form of Christianity that you brought in here today if you 

brought in something different and you brought in your own god and you say, “It’s fine 

and well just the way it stands.” Listen to what Jesus Himself says. On Judgment Day, 

it’s going to be real simple. You either served Him or you didn’t. It won’t matter what 

you think about your service or how much you gave. It will be assessed on the facts. And 

one of those facts will be this: how much time you spent serving and how much you gave 

serving those called brothers and sisters. Where do you find those kinds of people? In the 

church community. How are you doing on that? It can be the little things, but how are 

you doing? 

I’m not asking you because I’m thinking of anybody right now. I’m just asking the 

question that you need to ask yourself. How are you doing? If you were to die today, 

what would be the assessment of your so-called Christian life? A bunch of time or the 

majority over here because Jesus says, “That’s serving Me.” Did you serve Christ or did 

you serve self? As we’re going to see here in a little bit, if you did not serve Christ by 

serving His brothers and sisters, it means you served the world. You loved the world. 

How would you do? Can you say right now that if you died, the way that I would preach 

your funeral would be that that brother or sister knew what it meant to serve the body of 

Christ? They loved Christ’s body. It was family. It didn’t matter what happened to them. 

It didn’t matter what took place in the body of Christ, how tough it got. They loved 

Christ’s body, so I know they’re with their Savior, with Christ. 

Joseph Hellerman writes on this very issue. “In the New Testament era, a person was not 

saved to solely enjoy a personal relationship with Jesus. It is not by accident that that 

phrase ‘personal relationship with Jesus’ is conspicuously absent from the pages of 

Scripture.” In other words, you won’t find that language. Why? “According to the New 

Testament, we are saved not to individualism but to community. Salvation involves 

adoption into the family of God. Indeed, salvation is becoming a member of God’s 

family, a family that includes both a new Father and a new set of brothers and sisters. 

This Biblical salvation is a community-creating event. Therefore, the family of God is the 

place where I lose my life to gain it.” I love it. That’s it. 



Jesus says you lose your life. How do you do that? What does it look like? You lose it by 

loving this body. I lost it here, man, with you, in serving you. All I know is you. You’ve 

become my identity. That’s what he means. “There’s no room in Biblical Christianity for 

an un-churched Christian.” 

Understanding all of this, consider now some additional Biblical examples and support, 

things that we didn’t talk about last week.  

Thinking again in this New Testament, 1st Century historical perspective, consider what 

Paul says to the Thessalonians in 1 Thessalonians 4, verse 9. “Now concerning brotherly 

love you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by 

God to love one another for that indeed is what you are doing to all the brothers 

throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers, to do this more and more.”  

Of all the things that he could have told them to excel in, this is one of the few things that 

he picks. Why? Because he understood the very things that we’re talking about right now. 

He understood how important this was to being a Christian and loving and serving Jesus 

Christ. He knew what Jesus said in the sheep and the goats, and he knew that when you 

serve your brothers and sisters and you’re committed to them and you love them, he 

knew that excelling in that meant excelling in serving and loving Jesus.  

1 John, which is probably the best on this, chapter 2, verse 9 – notice what he says. 

“Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in darkness.” Notice that. 

“
10

Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in him
 
there is no cause for 

stumbling.” Wow! Just by loving your brother, no cause for stumbling with that guy. 

“
11

But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does 

not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.” And then you 

have these verses, 12-14, where he tells you that the things that he’s writing he’s writing 

to all age groups. Just like there isn’t one Bible for the little guys, and there’s a Bible for 

the middle-aged people, and then there’s the Bible for the older folk. It’s all one book. He 

says, “What I’m writing to you about loving your brothers is true for everyone who 

names the name of Christ, whether you’re young little children, or you’re fathers, you’re 

older in the faith, or you’re young men. It’s true for all of you.” 

And in antithesis or contrast to this, you have verses 15-17. “Do not love the world or the 

things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
16 

For 

all that is in the world— the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of 

possessions—is not from the Father but is from the world. 
17 

And the world is passing 

away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.” How do 

you do the will of God? By loving the brethren. Why do you need to love the brethren? 

Because, as he tells us in chapter 4, you cannot love God if you do not love the brethren 

because you cannot love God whom you have not seen if you don’t love your brother 

whom you have seen.  



So the contrast, the antithesis, to not loving your brother, is loving the world, and here the 

rest of the Scripture bleeds this out. Loving the brethren is more than just an affectionate 

feeling. It’s commitment.  

When it gets tough, this is why the Bible says that we’re to be longsuffering and 

forgiving as God has forgiven us. One of the worst crimes, beloved, that the body of 

Christ can commit in relation to one another is not loving each other. One of the worst 

crimes, period, because, when you do that, you don’t love Christ. You love the world.  

So all the guesswork that goes into “What does it mean to love the world?” he’s told you. 

To not commit yourself to loving the body of Christ means you love the world. And if 

you think about it, it works out practically. I don’t focus on spending my time with you, 

and so I’ve got all this extra time so I can be out in the world, and I’ve got goods and I’ve 

got all this stuff, and I buy it for me, even though the rest of the body of Christ may need 

those things. I’m not thinking of them. They don’t even factor into my thinking. It’s all 

me, me, me, me, me. I’m living for the world.  

If you’re not living for your brothers and sisters, you’re living for the world. If you’re not 

living for your brothers and sisters, you’re not living for Christ.  

Continuing on, chapter 3, just to show you how important this was to John. “By this it is 

evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does 

not practice righteousness is not of God” – so we have to be obedient – “nor is the one 

who does not love his brother.” Notice that. I mean, that’s one of the commands, but it’s 

so important, he pulls it out of all the other commands and says, “I want to make sure you 

don’t miss this one. Obey what God says and, oh, by the way, obey this: man, you love 

the brethren.”  

Verse 11: “For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we 

should love one another. We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and 

murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and 

his brother's righteous.” Well, that happens, right? We get mad and angry at the brethren 

in the body of Christ because they confront us at times with our sin, and we don’t like 

them all of a sudden. We chafe under that, and we won’t keep loving them, and he says, 

“Don’t be like that. Don’t be that kind of a brother to your brothers.”  

Verse 14: “We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the 

brothers.” Look at that! Biblical assurance. Someone says to you, “How do you know 

that you’re saved?” I say, “One of the reasons I know I’m saved is that I love the 

brothers.” How many of you can say that? You should be able to say that. I have 

assurance of salvation. I have passed out of death into life because I love the brethren. 

“Whoever does not love abides in death. 
15 

Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, 

and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.” Wow! You don’t love 

him, you’re a murderer. “By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we 

ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.” There’s really defining again what it means. 



It’s more than just a little affection that you have. You’re willing to lay down your life for 

your brothers and your sisters.  

You know, we say, “Well, we can’t pick our physical family.” In many respects, you 

don’t pick your spiritual family either. I mean, you pick a Biblical church, don’t get me 

wrong there. But you don’t get to control who God saves and brings into it. And so, as a 

result of that, there are always going to be problems and people that smell a little weird or 

look a little weird or eat kind of funky food or whatever it is, and you don’t really match 

up. You know, my wife and I were talking about this. If it weren’t for Christ, I wouldn’t 

have anything in common with any of you, probably, because I’m weird. But because of 

Christ, I can’t imagine living without you.  And we have that kind of love which says, 

“I’ll lay down my life for them.”  

Verse 17, he continues on as to what this means, “
 
But if anyone has the world's goods 

and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide 

in him?” There are needs, and you don’t even care? You don’t even know what they are? 

“
 
Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. By this we shall 

know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him.” Biblical assurance. I 

love that. Isn’t that great? You will know that you’re of Him, and you will be able to 

reassure your heart, “whenever our heart condemns us.”  When your heart gives you that 

feeling that you’re not saved, you’ll say, “I know I am because of my commitment to 

loving my brothers and sisters.” You are my family. And that’s what we should believe 

about each other. God has made us a family, and we’re to be committed, as we would to 

our own flesh and blood families.  

This is the thing that blows me away. People will take all kinds of abuse, physical abuse 

from their physical families, and they’ll keep going back – and for good reason. They’ll 

go back, and they’ll say, “I want to reach them with the gospel, and I want to still be 

family.” But one minor offense – and I’ve seen this far too many times to even count 

even in this church – one minor offense – even a major one – with a brother or sister, and 

they’re ready to pack it up and leave the church altogether.  

Listen to me when I say this. If that is what you have ever done, then you know where 

your loyalties still lie, and it’s not with the church. If you can be that committed to your 

blood family who, especially if they’re not saved, will treat you far worse than what the 

body of Christ will ever treat you, and you can say your loyalties are there, but you’re 

ready to pack it up any time there’s an offense in the Body of Christ, your loyalties are 

not with Christ. I’m just telling you because I love you.  

Moving on, John continues in chapter 4, verse 7. “Beloved, let us love one another, for 

love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.” Again, 

there it is, there is one of the signs. One of the signs that I know I’m saved is that I love 

others. “
11 

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
12 

No one has 

ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.” 

Verses 20-21: “
20 

If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he 

who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot
 
love God whom he has not seen. 



21 
And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his 

brother.” It’s a command. 

Notice verse 2 of chapter 5. “By this we know that we love the children of God, when we 

love God and obey his commandments. 
3 

For this is the love of God, that we keep his 

commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome.” And so, he says the way 

that you love your brothers is that you be obedient to God. Which means, what? You’re 

going to confront them in their sin, and you’re going to be faithful. You’re going to be a 

faithful brother or sister. You’re not going to let them stay in their sin if you know sin is 

in your life. And, yet, that’s the thing that oftentimes causes tension in a relationship. Sin, 

right?  

And so commitment to loving one another is a part of what makes us Christian. Without 

it, we can’t be, according to John. After reading this or just the things that we read there, 

is there any question in your mind that John would have believed that anyone could be a 

Christian who rejected love for the Body of Christ or their brothers and sisters and said, 

“The reason we left that church or this church or I don’t like those people that I’m not 

talking to is because of this, this, this, or this”? Any at all? There’s no question in my 

mind that John understood that it was a commitment. Kind of like a marriage. I think we 

talked something about that, didn’t we? You don’t give up on your wife because things 

get touch. I don’t know about you. Maybe your marriages are all just perfect and you 

never have any difficulty. That’s not the way mine is.  

Jesus says in John 13:34-35, “By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if 

you have love for one another,” which means it’s got to look radically different than the 

love that others in the world have for each other. It’s more committed. And the world 

looks at that, and they say, “You’re not blood family. You’re not married, but you have 

this commitment to each other as though you were married and you are blood family.” 

And they say, “The only thing we can come up with as to why you would do this is 

because you’ve been listening to that guy called Jesus who told you to do that. So you 

must be one of His followers.” “By this the world will know.” 

Mark 3:31-35, you know the account, Jesus’ family, they don’t have a place for this. 

They don’t have the box in the brain for it. They’re trying to figure out why Jesus is 

spending so much time with all these people who are not blood relatives. So we’re told in 

Mark’s account that they thought Jesus had lost his mind. And so Mom sends brother and 

sister to go talk to Jesus about what He’s doing with all these strangers in His house, and 

they go to His house, and the word gets to Jesus, who’s in the middle of the group, and 

they say, “Hey, your mother and your brothers want to talk to you.” And Jesus says, 

“Who are my mother and brothers? Those who do the will of God. You are my mother 

and brothers.” You think that caused a little offense with His family? Isn’t that the 

offense that Jesus is talking about in Matthew 10 when He says, “I came to bring a sword 

between physical families”? Beloved, it does no good if the new family that you’ve 

joined to, you have zero commitment to that or less commitment than you had even to the 

physical family. Just because you’ve made a rift there doesn’t mean that what you’re 



doing here is right. Unless you’re committed, you’ll stand there on that day and hear 

those words, “Away from Me. I never knew you,” unless we’re faithful. 

Joseph Hellerman, speaking of Jesus, says, “Jesus exhibited a loyalty to his new surrogate 

family that exceeds any ongoing loyalty toward his natural family, and he expected his 

followers to do the same.” One text for the sake of time, Luke 14, verse 26, “If anyone 

comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and 

brothers and sisters, yes, even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.” If anyone does not 

hate – we’ve talked about that before here in this church, and for years I took that as just 

a comparison to what he says as it relates to loving Him that we find in Matthew 10, but 

Hellerman speaks about this in his book, as well, that this term “hate” literally means to 

sever one’s loyalty. In his words, he says it this way: “Luke 14:26 is a particularly hard 

saying of Jesus. The understandable tendency to want to domesticate Jesus at this point 

has led some to try to conform the language to the idea of loving less. However, recent 

scholarship more sensitive to 1st Century background rejects such as interpretation of 

Jesus’ hatred terminology. The Greek word translated ‘hate’ means neither hate nor love 

less. Instead it means to leave aside or abandon, which in this context refers to severing 

one’s loyalty with blood family.” That’s what Jesus is talking about.  

It doesn’t mean that Mom’s not still Mom or that my blood brothers are not still my 

brothers, but it means my loyalty has changed as it relates to those people. That loyalty 

has now been given to those who are my spiritual brothers and sisters.  

It makes sense when you understand it. This is why the church was willing to be so 

sacrificial to others in the Body of Christ. It’s because they saw them as family. When we 

think of physical family, it doesn’t even cross our minds to reject any need that they 

might have. A physical brother or sister comes to you and they say, “I need this. I’m 

really in financial distress, and I need help,” and we say, “What do you need? Whatever it 

is, you’re my brother.” Well, the same should be true in the Body of Christ, and it was in 

the 1st Century. 

This is why Acts 2:44-45 says that they were selling their property, selling their real 

estate, thousands of dollars, to see that those in the body who had moved there, who had 

become part of the church, who had left their jobs and everything behind because there 

was only one church on planet Earth at that time, and they said, “We’ve got to be part of 

the church. We can’t be in covenant with God unless we’re a part of the Church.” They 

moved to Jerusalem, hundreds of miles away. They didn’t have jobs. They needed 

support. And these people who were the natives there in Jerusalem who were Christians 

said, “We’ll support you. Until you get a job, we’ll sell our property. We’ll do whatever it 

takes.” They were without need. 

P434, the program here at this church, took its title from Acts 4:34, which, again, says 

there was no one in need. And I love it because two chapters later, we’re told that it 

continued. It wasn’t just a flash-in-the-pan type of thing. They were always caring for 

each other’s needs. You know why? Because they saw the body as their true family. 

Really family. 



If you can get this, beloved, and you start working in this particular vein, it changes 

everything. It really does. This is the reason Paul says what he does in 1 Corinthians 7 

regarding marriage. If you’re not familiar with that text, he says some things that have 

tripped people up as it relates to marriage because it seems as if Paul is getting down on 

marriage. Verses 1 and 2, “Now concerning the things about which you wrote: ‘It is good 

for a man not to have sexual relations with a woman.’ 
2 

But because of the temptation to 

sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife and each woman her own 

husband.” So, he wants to deal with this issue of marriage.  

Verses 6-9, “Now as a concession I give this command.” It’s a concession. I’m letting 

you do this. “I wish that all were as I myself am.” That’s what he wants that they would 

remain single, “But each has his own gift from God, one of one kind and one of another. 

To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is good for them to remain single as I am. 
9 

But if they cannot exercise self-control, they should marry. For it is better to marry than 

to burn with passion.”  

Notice verses 25-27. “Now concerning
 
the betrothed, I have no command from the Lord, 

but I give my judgment as one who by the Lord's mercy is trustworthy. 
26 

I think that in 

view of the present
 
distress it is good for a person to remain as he is. 

27 
Are you bound to 

a wife? Do not seek to be free. Are you free from a wife? Do not seek a wife. 
28

But if you 

do marry, you have not sinned,” – he’s saying, “I’m not going that far,” – “and if a 

betrothed woman marries, she has not sinned. Yet those who marry will have worldly 

troubles, and I would spare you that.” 

 Notice what he says in verse 29, then. “This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time 

has grown very short. From now on, let those who have wives live as though they had 

none, 
30 

and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice 

as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, 
31 

and 

those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present 

form of this world is passing away. I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried 

man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord. 
33 

But the married 

man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife.”  

There’s the point. Verse 34 says “his interests are divided.” Paul’s whole point is not that 

marriage is bad, but he says the priority is the Body of Christ. When a person gets 

married, it adds some things to the mix. You have children and it gets even more 

complicated. And he says, “I don’t want those things to get in the way of what the 

priority is.” And many times it does. Paul says it’s not sinful to marry, but the point is, 

it’s a concession. It’s much harder to stay true to the Lord and focus on caring for and 

serving our most important family, the church family, when we now have the 

responsibility of caring for these other people.  

You say, “That’s shocking! It’s a paradigm shift.” It is, but it’s in the Bible. I didn’t make 

that up. If you had your Bible open and you were following, those were Paul’s words. 

Those are God’s words. 



Joseph Hellerman, commenting on these verses, writes, “I spent the first 10 years of 

vocational ministry as a pastor and of a singles group in a large metropolitan church. I 

taught these verses as if they were written to encourage singles to be spiritually fruitful 

during their years before marriage. Notice my focus was still on marriage, what to do 

until you are married. I think I mishandled the text. Paul’s concern in 1 Corinthians 7 was 

not how singleness fits into God’s kingdom plan. Instead Paul was addressing how 

marriage fits into God’s kingdom plan. Single people, you see, are already with the 

program. They are concerned about the things of the Lord. Married people are the ones 

who need help sorting out their priorities. Where marriage is concerned, then, I think we 

can fairly summarize the contents of 1 Corinthians 7 with the observation that for Paul 

the things of the Lord are to take priority over marriage. To conclude otherwise is to 

unfairly import our own priorities into the text. Additionally, we cannot separate the 

things of the Lord from the Lord’s group, the church, the surrogate family of God. Again 

for Paul, God’s group takes priority over all other claims of loyalty, even our physical 

families.”  

In conclusion, he says this, “For both Jesus and Paul, commitment to God was 

commitment to God’s group. Such an outlook generates a different list of priorities, one 

that more accurately reflects the strong group perspective of the early Christians. First 

God’s family, then second my blood family, then third, others.”  

This, then, is to be our list of priorities going forward in the Christian life. This is – and I 

would agree, obviously, with Joseph Hellerman on this – this is the direction that my 

Christian walk is to be pointed, to my new family and brothers and sisters. Our heart 

should be the heart of David.  

Psalm 16:3 is one of my favorite verses in all the Bible. He says this: “As for the saints 

who are in the land, these are the excellent ones in whom is all my delight.” He doesn’t 

say, “As for the saints in the church, yeah, they’re there all right, but they’re the burden.” 

Is that how you feel about the Body of Christ? “Oh, I have to hang out with them again in 

the basement eating the potluck.” Or is it, “You know what? They’re the excellent ones 

in whom is all my delight”?  

Do you get excited about being with the Body of Christ? Listen, it doesn’t come 

naturally. We need to work on it. But it’s there. It can be yours. If it’s not, God promises 

that He’ll give you the blessing of that if you’ll give yourself to Him, and you’ll die in 

that community to get it. 

Again I think one of the clearest ways that you know where your loyalties lie, whether 

it’s with the church family or your blood family, is how much mistreatment you’ll take 

with your blood family versus what you’ll take within the Body of Christ. And, listen, 

we’re all sinners still. So there’s going to be mistreatment at times. It’s going to happen. 

It shouldn’t shock you. People are growing in their faith. It’s how we respond to those 

things that matters most. 

The final point as it relates to this is this: 



 

3. Brother or sister are also covenant terms, the church community our greatest gain. 

 

Being called brother or sister and becoming part of the church family not only 

communicates new loyalties and priorities but also what is taking place between God and 

me, and the reason I say that is that those terms, brother or sister, are also covenant terms. 

In other words, they speak to my saving relationship with God since I am only those 

things if God is now my father. And if God is now my father, then you are my brothers 

and my sisters, and so they are covenant terms.  

 

And to be granted that privilege, then, of being recognized as a brother or sister means 

also being recognized as in covenant with God and saved by the blood of Christ, which is 

why we don’t want to use those titles flippantly. Which is why Bill will ask, “Are they a 

believer?” Are they a brother or sister? That’s what he’s asking. And we don’t want to 

just flippantly say, “Ah, yeah, they are,” because not only does it communicate a lot 

about their commitment to Christ and his covenant community, but it should 

communicate something of our commitment to them, as well, if they’re truly a brother 

and sister in Christ. It communicates that I am one with Christ and therefore one who has 

been set apart by the Holy Spirit to gain His glory.  

 

And that, too, beloved, involves the church, and with these final verses, I would like to 

close our time this morning. The way, beloved, you and I as Christians gain the glory of 

Christ – and we’re going to see here in just a second, that’s what we’ve been called and 

saved unto, to gain the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ – the way that we do that is by 

being a part of and building a church of Christ. 

So, on that note, turn with me to two final texts. The first is 2 Thessalonians 2:14. In 

verse 13, by the way, he deals with the fact that we are firstfruits to be saved through 

sanctification and by the spirit and belief in the truth. So as believers, our salvation, “To 

this he called you through our gospel, so that” – the purpose of all those things, gaining 

the spirit, and sanctification, or being set apart by the Spirit, salvation, the reason that 

you’ve been called to all of those things through the gospel is so that “you may obtain the 

glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

We say, Amen! That’s what I want to live for. I want my life to be a life characterized by 

gaining the glory of Jesus Christ. I can’t imagine a better compliment than to hear that on 

the day of my death. I won’t hear it, but for them to say that about me. To say, “He 

gained the glory of Christ with his life.” Well, what I want to show you, beloved, is that 

the glory of Christ is actually His Church.  

This kind of stuff, when I read it, just so you know, it gives me goose bumps. It’s so 

exciting to find these things in Scripture and understand that the very thing that we’re a 

part of, the very thing that we strive and give ourselves to, is not in vain. This is actually 

what we’ve been called to as God’s people.  



Turn to this final text, then, 2 Corinthians 8, verse 23, notice how Paul refers to the 

churches, “As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker for your benefit. And as for 

our brothers” – he’s speaking now to those who are serving the churches and serving 

Corinth, who are coming there to pick up their offering to take it back to the other 

churches, and so he’s mentioning them, Titus, as well a our other brothers, “they are 

messengers
 
of the churches” – and notice what he says about the churches, “the churches, 

the glory of Christ.” So you plug that back in to what we just learned from 

2 Thessalonians 2:14 about your purpose. Your purpose, beloved, is to gain the glory of 

Christ and now you know what the glory of Christ is. It’s the church.  

That means it takes all the guesswork out of it. How incredible is that? How clear! We 

don’t have to guess what the next thing that God wants us to do after we come to Christ 

because He’s put us, again, in the very place and among the very people that He now 

wants us to focus on building and being a part of as the means to gaining the glory of our 

Savior, and that place, again, is the church.  

We serve Christ by serving one another. We’re committed to Christ by being committed 

to one another. And we gain His glory by gaining the glory of His Church, by building 

His church.  

Beloved, I hope you are as enraptured by these things as I am. They so excite me when I 

think about these things, and not only that, but this phrase, this idea, “glory of Christ” and 

that being identified as the church. What did we say that the means to gaining abundant 

life was again? Glorifying God? Well, isn’t that the same as gaining the glory of Christ? 

So what else have you been told? That the means to getting or gaining abundant life is by 

gaining the glory of Christ, gaining the glory of His Church, by serving and being 

committed to this. God says, “Those are my people. Those are my people that I’m 

pleased with, and those are the people that I bless.”  

 

 

  


