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THE GOOD NEWS OF ABUNDANT LIFE IN JESUS CHRIST IF WE SUBMIT TO 
HIM AS LORD BEFORE SAVIOR IN THE RELATIONSHIP OF COVENANT 
 
That, as I continue to tell you week after week, month after month, is what I believe to be 
the sound summary statement of the gospel as we find it in the pages of Scripture from 
Genesis to Revelation. And what I mean when I say from Genesis to Revelation is that 
the Bible knows only one gospel message, meaning that the message and basic construct 
for salvation is the same from beginning to end throughout the Bible throughout 
redemptive history, something Don Garlington confirms when he says, “There is an 
overall consistency of divine activity in salvation history. God’s acts in the Old 
Testament set in motion a rhythmic pattern which is brought to a climax in the New 
Testament.” R.T. France expresses it well. “The New Testament is essentially the tracing 
of the constant principles of God’s working in history revealing a recurring rhythm in 
past history which is taken up more fully and perfectly in gospel events. Scripture thus 
largely consists of parallel persons and events that culminate in the Christ event.” 
 
So one message, one gospel message – that is it – a message that is made up of three 
main building blocks. And those building blocks are Abundant Life, Lord before Savior, 
and Covenant. And we have been studying that message here in this church now for some 
time, which is why where we are currently in that study is on this third and final piece, 
Covenant.  
 
III. Covenant 
 
The gospel is once more THE GOOD NEWS OF ABUNDANT LIFE IN JESUS 
CHRIST IF WE SUBMIT TO HIM AS LORD BEFORE SAVIOR IN THE 
RELATIONSHIP OF COVENANT. 
 
And those are Jesus’ words Himself in establishing the Lord’s Table, Matthew 26:28. 
“This is my blood of the covenant which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 
sins.” This means, beloved, that what Jesus did in going to the cross and dying there, He 
did not only to pay for our sins but also to establish a covenant, which means also that if 
we are going to rightly understand the gospel as it is taught and preached in the pages of 



Scripture, then we need to understand this piece, as well. Understanding Covenant is 
critical to understanding the gospel and, therefore, also, to receiving the benefits and the 
blessings that go with that gospel message.  
 
And, as I told you last week, there are essentially three words that describe or delineate or 
define this third building block of Covenant, and those words are “contract,” 
“commitment,” and “community.” And last week we began our discussion of the first of 
these, contract, with  
 
A. A covenant is a contract between us and God. 
 
And that is essentially what that word “covenant” means. It means a contract. And if 
you’re not sure what that term “contract” means, then think binding agreement, since that 
is the definition of a contract. So, a covenant is a contract, a binding agreement between 
us and God. So the next time you think about the gospel and the relationship that we have 
with Jesus Christ, this is what you should be thinking of, that we who have Jesus as 
Savior and Lord have entered into a contract, into a binding agreement with God. 
 
What else, however, we should be thinking about when we think about a covenant or a 
contract between us and God are those things that we discussed last week which revealed 
to us the unique nature of this particular covenant or all covenants that God makes with 
man. The first of these we saw was this: 
 
1. It is the only way God has a saving or intimate or close relationship with human 
beings. 
 
In other words, God doesn’t have relationship with human beings, at least not close, 
intimate, saving relationships with human beings, outside of a contract or a covenant. 
And that was true, as we saw last week, in the Old Testament, and it’s still true today. 
The only way that God will have a saving relationship with anyone is if we make 
covenant with Him through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
And we looked at John 13:1-8 last week to support that, there where Jesus on the night of 
the Passover is washing the disciples feet, and He gets to Peter, and Peter says, “Oh, no, 
Lord, you’re not touching my feet! There’s no way you’re washing my feet.” And Jesus 
says, “If I don’t wash you, then you have no part in (or with) Me.” And that takes place at 
the same time or on the same night that Jesus establishes the Lord’s Table, on the same 
night that He establishes the New Covenant in His blood. Which means that what Jesus is 
talking about, as I said last week, when He says, “If I don’t wash you,” or what He’s 
doing there in washing their feet has nothing to do with stinky feet. Rather, that is the 
imagery that Jesus uses to make this point: “if you don’t make covenant with Me, then 
you don’t get the washing from Me,” since where the washing takes place, and what 
Jesus in that imagery of the washing of the feet is pointing to is ultimately His blood 
washing, his sin washing away sacrifice on the cross, which Jesus establishes in His 
covenant, the New Covenant. This means, if we want forgiveness, then we need to enter 
into covenant, because forgiveness of sins is only available in covenant.  



 
That means, as I stated, the same is true today. God will still not have an intimate or close 
or saving relationship with anyone not willing to enter into covenant with Him, in this 
case the New Covenant established in the blood of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. “No 
wash, no part in Me. No part in Me, no wash.”  
 
And that led us, then, into our second sub-point. 
 
2. It now requires blood (a blood washing, we might say) and a mediator. 
 
This, too, is important to understanding this contract or binding agreement that we make 
with God. Because of sin, what God requires if He’s going to make covenant with us, or 
with anyone, for that matter, is first of all blood. Blood for the purpose of what we just 
talked about, for the purpose of cleansing or washing away sin, and secondly, a mediator, 
someone who can intercede or appease God with that blood on our behalf. And this, too, 
is not just something that is part of the Old Testament but doesn’t apply to us now under 
the New Testament or under the New Covenant. The same is true today.  
 
That is why, then, Jesus had to shed His blood. That is why, then, Hebrews talks about 
not only Jesus shedding His blood but also that He became our mediator, our High Priest 
before God, because this is still true today. This is why in Hebrews 10, the writer 
prefaces his invitation to draw near to God, meaning to have relationship with God. He 
prefaces that invitation with these words, verse 19: “Therefore, brothers, since we have 
confidence to enter the holy places by the blood,” the blood of Jesus, “by the new and 
living way that He opened up for us through the curtain, that is through His flesh, and 
since we have a great high priest” – a mediator – “over the house of God.” 
 
The reason the writer of Hebrews says those things are, as I said, prefaces his invitation 
to come to God with those words is because he knew that these two things are what his 
Hebrew or Jewish readers needed to be convinced of. They needed to know that the blood 
and the mediator that God required had been provided. In other words, they needed to 
know that this New Covenant was legit. And that, again, was the issue, if you remember 
in prior discussions where we’ve talked about the context of the book of Hebrews. They 
were really struggling with this very thing. Was this a legitimate covenant or do I need to 
go back to the Old? I know the blood and the mediators are there, but what about this 
New Covenant? Well, they’re there, too, in superior form, in fulfillment form, the blood 
and the mediator. Access to God under this New Covenant was, for those two reasons, 
truly available.  
 
In other words, approaching God for the purpose of receiving His blessing and having a 
relationship with Him wouldn’t end in death, and that was always the fear. This is why 
when the high priest even would go into the Holy of Holies to make sacrifice to God as 
the mediator for the people on their behalf, he would go in with a rope tied around his 
waist and bells hanging from the bottom of his garment just in case God didn’t accept 
what he brought and he died. Because the people said, “We’re not going in there.” And 
so if he died, the bells would ring, and they would pull that rope, and they would drag 



him out. They understood. Listen, no blood, no mediator – you’ve got no business going 
before God. 
 
These things have, indeed, been provided, which means that now when we approach 
God, as the writer of Hebrews again says, we can approach with confidence. It won’t end 
in death because that was and still is the outcome for all of those who attempt to approach 
God outside of His appointed blood sacrifice and mediator, which now is and only is the 
Lord Jesus Christ. All attempts to negotiate or appease or make peace or friends or 
whatever else you want to call it with God outside of the blood and the mediation of His 
own Son will end in eternal, painful death.  
 
I once heard the story of a guy who put in his will that he wanted to be buried with 
$30,000. I don’t know where he came up with that number. Maybe that’s all the money 
he had. But $30,000, and the reason – true story, supposedly – was so that when he got to 
heaven, he was going to pay God off. He was going to appease Him. “I’ll give Him the 
30 Gs and He’ll be good with it,” right? That isn’t the way it works. Somebody forgot to 
tell that guy about the blood and the mediator.  
 
And there’s only one type of blood and one mediator that He’ll now accept, and that 
again is the blood and the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. The good news is, however, 
that if we come to God with Christ, we can be assured of just the opposite. God will not 
kill us, but He will receive us in the same way that He receives Christ’s sacrifice and His 
intercession on our behalf. That means that, like Christ, we, too, will not experience 
eternal death but resurrection to paradise.  
 
This is why we’re resurrected, for the same reason that Jesus rose again from the grave as 
proof that God had indeed accepted what He did. And so, we rise again for that very 
reason, to prove that God has, indeed, accepted us and what it is we bring to Him by way 
of blood and by way of a mediator. 
 
That being said, though, that doesn’t mean it’s easy or that coming to God with Christ as 
our sacrifice and our mediator is all there is to it, and that because, as we learned last 
time, as well, 
 
3. It is always bilateral. 
 
What I mean when I use that term “bilateral” is that there are obligations on both sides in 
this covenant or contract or binding agreement. God has obligations, and we have 
obligations that we must fulfill if the covenant and the blessings therein are to be realized. 
Those obligations must be fulfilled.  
 
God’s obligations are to deliver, then, on those blessings, those abundant life blessings 
that we have talked about so many times before: purpose, productivity, provision, 
protection, and paradise later. That’s God’s obligation or responsibility, the things that 
He promises to us in His Word, promises which Jesus Himself came to give, as well, 
John 10:10. “I came to give them not only life but abundant life.” Promises which Paul 



also says in 2 Corinthians 1:20 are ours to possess if we are in Christ Jesus. All the 
promises of God, he says, are yes in Christ Jesus. 
 
And as it relates to our obligations, they are to remain faithful in obedience to all that 
God commands us to do in the particular covenant that we are a part of, which today 
would be the New Covenant. We are, in other words, to faithfully obey all those 
commands given to us either explicitly or implicitly in the New Testament, which 
literally means New Covenant. Many of you didn’t know that, but that word “testament” 
literally means “covenant.”  
 
So your Bible is really separated between two covenants, Old Covenant and New 
Covenant. And since we are under the New Covenant, then we follow the laws of the 
New Testament, and those commands include repenting every time we find ourselves in 
rebellion or failing to be obedient and immediately recommitting ourselves to God’s 
commands again, because when we do that, as 1 John 1:9 states, He – meaning Jesus 
Christ – is faithful not only to forgive us of our sins, which allows for the covenant to 
remain intact, but also – I love this – to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Do you now why that’s important? Because of what I just told you in relation to the 
blood and the mediator. Without the cleansing of blood, there can be no contract. And so 
Christ is again faithful to cleanse us so that contract will remain intact, so that the 
contract that we have with God is not placed into default. He not only forgives us, but He 
cleanses us. The cleansing continues so the covenant, the contract, the binding agreement 
between us and God may remain intact. 
 
This, too, therefore, is a part of what it means to faithfully obey and fulfill our 
obligations. It means when we fail to obey, we turn in confession and repentance back to 
God in submission to His commands. And as we do all of that and as we persevere in all 
of that, we receive God’s obligations, His promises of abundant life.  
 
So, then, if we want to live a blessed life, it’s real easy, isn’t it? Easy at least to 
understand, easy intellectually so. You want a blessed life? You want a fruitful life? You 
say, “Yes, that’s the kind of life that I’m looking for both now as well as later.” Then just 
do what He says. Live a life that strives to be obedient to Him in all things, because this 
is the key to maintaining the covenant. 
 
This means that initial faith may be where our relationship with God begins, but it’s not 
where it ends. Initial faith or trust in the Lord Jesus Christ may be where the relationship 
begins – and it is – but it’s clearly not where it ends. 
 
As the Reformers used to say, “We are saved by faith alone, but faith is never alone.” 
And that because there are these obligations to faithful obedience if we are to receive and 
to realize the forgiveness and the blessings we came to Christ for in the first place. 
 
Simple, isn’t it? At least, I think it’s pretty simple. Just obey. Do what He says. 
 



And though we looked at this in text after text last week, allow me to share with you, 
beloved, a few more of the verses that we find in the Biblical text that make this so clear 
and so very practical. 
 
The first set of verses comes from Proverbs 10. Look with me starting in verse 3. “The 
LORD does not let the righteous go hungry.” Who are the righteous? Who are they? Those 
practicing righteousness, right? 1 John 3. Those obeying what God says, his righteous 
commands, and notice what it says: “The LORD does not let the righteous go hungry.” 
What does He do? He fulfills His obligation of provision to the righteous, those 
practicing what He says, those obeying what He says. “But he thwarts the craving of the 
wicked.”  
 
That’s why it also says in the Proverbs that the way of the sinner is hard. It’s tough living 
that way.  
 
Look at verse 6. “Blessings are on the head of the righteous.” Blessings are on the head 
of the righteous! Verse 24: “What the wicked dreads will come upon him.” Practically 
speaking, it’s no fun being the wicked. Contrary to what the world says, it’s no fun in 
being the wicked. Why? Because what the wicked man dreads will come upon him. The 
man who chooses to disobey God, in other words, that’s the wicked. Notice what it says 
in the next line. “But the desire of the righteous will be granted.” You say, “I have certain 
desires that I want to see fulfilled.” The text says if you’re righteous and you’re obedient, 
which means then that the desires you have will also be righteous, they’ll be granted. The 
desires of the righteous will be granted. Verse 30: “The righteous will never be 
removed,” speaking here in the context of the land. However, “The wicked will not dwell 
in the land.”  
 
Chapter 11, verse 21: “Be assured, an evil person will not go unpunished, but the 
offspring of the righteous will be delivered.”  
 
Chapter 13, verse 6: “Righteousness guards him whose way is blameless, but sin 
overthrows the wicked.” That’s why you don’t want to be in cahoots with sin and 
practicing sin because it will get you nowhere. At the end, it eventually not only catches 
up with you, but it overthrows you. It’s better to just say, “You know what? I’m going to 
do everything that God says because if I do what God says, He’ll provide; He’ll protect; 
He’ll give me purpose; He’ll give me productivity.” Verse 13: “Whoever despises the 
word brings destruction on himself.” The person who says, “I hear what God says, but 
I’m not going to do it because I’ve got better things to do with my time.” He brings 
destruction on himself. “But he who reveres the commandment will be rewarded.”  
 
I’ve told you many times in this church that everything that these verses are talking about 
right now I have seen in the 10+ years that I’ve been doing this. Those who are willing to 
do what God says, things are good. Those who are always bucking the system – “I don’t 
want to do that” – and excuse after excuse after excuse after excuse; they’re always the 
ones that are hitting the “sucky button” on a regular basis. That’s why the Bible can say, 



“You see the faith of those who are being obedient? Imitate that and it’ll be good.” It 
works. It’s easy. 
 
Verses 18 and 19: “Poverty and disgrace come to him who ignores instruction.” Just raise 
your hand if that’s what you’ve been longing for, because then it would be a little 
confusing. Your desire is that God would make you poor and disgraceful. Anybody? 
Well, if you don’t want that, then don’t ignore instruction. “But whoever heeds reproof is 
honored. 19 A desire fulfilled is sweet to the soul,” and this is, by the way, the context for 
what is said here in verse 19. “A desire fulfilled is sweet to the soul, but to turn away 
from evil is an abomination to fools.” They don’t care! They don’t want their desires 
fulfilled obviously because they won’t turn away from evil, and that’s the key to getting 
it. Obedience, again, is the key to getting it. 
 
Chapter 15, verses 8 and 9: “The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD, 
but the prayer of the upright is acceptable to him. 9 The way of the wicked is an 
abomination to the LORD, but he loves him who pursues righteousness.” I want to know 
that God loves me. I want to know that God is my friend and that He looks down from 
heaven and He has a smile on His face when He looks at Scott Jarrett. Well, here it tells 
me exactly what I need to do if I want that to be the case. I need to pursue righteousness. 
Pursue it! 
 
Notice verse 29. “The LORD is far from the wicked, but he hears the prayer of the 
righteous.” It’s similar to what’s said there in verse 8, that the prayer of the righteous man 
is acceptable to Him. He hears their prayers. That means He answers their prayers. Have 
you said, “I pray to God all the time, and He doesn’t answer my prayers.” How are you 
living our life? Here it says God answers the prayers of the righteous. You say, “Well, 
that’s Old Testament stuff. In the Old Testament it was that way. It was tit for tat. You’re 
a good boy today; God will give you something tomorrow. But it’s not that way anymore. 
It just doesn’t work that way.” Really? 
 
We’re going to come back to the Old Testament, but turn with me to 1 Peter 3:7. In 
relation to husbands and Peter giving instruction as it relates to husbands and their wives, 
what righteous behavior in the husband looks like in relation to his wife: “Likewise, 
husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as 
the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life.” But, notice what he 
says. Here’s why you need to do it. Here’s the motivation. “So that your prayers may not 
be hindered.” See that? Where do you suppose Peter got that from? Maybe Proverbs 15. 
Psalm 66, David says, “I know that if I practice wickedness in my heart that you will not 
hear my prayer.” I don’t want my prayers to be hindered. It’s real simple. I want God to 
provide. I want God to bless me in this life. I want a fruitful life. I want to live a blessed 
life in the land. That’s what it means to be in the land is to live a blessed life. I want that! 
The Bible says it’s easy. Here’s how you get it. Do what He says. Submit! Do what He 
says. It’s easy, right? Your prayers aren’t hindered. 

Psalm 24:3: “Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? And who shall stand in his holy 
place?” Here’s the person who can do that: “He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 



who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully. He will 
receive” – what does it say? – “blessing from the Lord and righteousness from the God of 
his salvation.” I didn’t make that up. That’s what it says. He will receive blessing. Do you 
believe that everything in this book is from God and it’s true? Amen! There it is. He will 
receive blessing from the Lord.  

“Well, being good and having a pure heart, again, it’s not that way anymore. You see, 
that’s Old Testament stuff.” Really? Well, if you want, you can put your finger in here 
and then turn back to 1 Peter 3, just below those verses I read a moment ago. Verse 10: 
“Whoever desires to love life and see good days.” I’d say that’s blessing. Whoever would 
desire to see a blessing from the Lord, right? Whoever desires that “let him keep his 
tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit; let him turn away from evil and do 
good; let him seek peace and pursue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 
and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those who do 
evil.” It’s true in the New Covenant, too. Same thing, right? 

Psalm 25:10: “All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who 
keep his covenant and his testimonies.” Isn’t that good? I want his steadfast love. I want 
His faithfulness to me. Well, who is it for? It’s for those who keep His covenant, who 
uphold His covenant and His testimonies, who keep it, who do what He says. Verse 14, I 
love this, “The friendship of the Lord.” Again, I want to know that the Lord is my friend. 
“The friendship of the Lord is for those who fear Him and He makes known to them His 
covenant.” He says, “I will make covenant with you,” in other words, “the one who is 
willing to be obedient to Me.” Again, New Testament, Acts 10. Peter, going to Cornelius’ 
house, says this. Listen to these words. “So Peter opened his mouth and said: ‘Truly I 
understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and 
does what is right is acceptable to him.’” In other words, He’ll make covenant with that 
kind of a guy. And so the same is true in the New Covenant. You’re willing to fear Him. 
You say, “Yeah, I will do what you say.” God says, “Well, then, I’ll make covenant with 
you, and things will be good.” 

Psalm 18: Imagine praying like this, and by the way, these prayers are here as models for 
us as Christians today. Look at how David prays here. He says, “The LORD dealt with me 
according to my righteousness; according to the cleanness of my hands he rewarded me. 
21 For I have kept the ways of the LORD, and have not wickedly departed from my God. 
22 For all his rules were before me, and his statutes I did not put away from me. 23 I was 
blameless before him, and I kept myself from my guilt. 24 So the LORD has rewarded me 
according to my righteousness, according to the cleanness of my hands in his sight.” You 
say, “That’s arrogant.” No, it’s not. The difference between arrogance and humility: 
arrogance is I don’t do what God says. Humility, the humble person – humble, that term 
in Scripture, always refers to someone who’s obedient. David’s a humble guy. He’s just 
telling it like it is. And this whole psalm, by the way, is David praying for God’s 
deliverance. “I love you, O LORD, my strength. 2 The LORD is my rock and my fortress 
and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the horn of 
my salvation, my stronghold.” I want God to be my deliverer, is what he’s saying, from 
Saul. This is actually written against Saul when Saul was pursuing and trying to kill him. 



And David says, “I know God’s going to deliver me,” and by the way, people say that all 
the time. They say, “Oh, God’s my rock and my fortress.” You don’t get to just choose 
that. Just because you say that, He doesn’t just become your refuge and your fortress. He 
is that on condition that you can say as David does, “According to the cleanness of my 
hands,” He has become that. God says, “Yeah, you’re going to do what I say, I’ll protect 
you. You’re going to be obedient to me; are you going to make sure that ‘your statutes 
you do not put away me’? Can you say you’re blameless?” In the New Testament, all 
over the place, it tells us that we’re to be blameless before the Lord. As a matter of fact, 
the only ones that Jesus is going to take to heaven with Him are those who are found 
blameless, 2 Thessalonians says, on that day.   

You say again, “Well, I know how you’re trying to make the connections here, but I 
really don’t think this is true. David’s doing something here that’s a ‘tit for tat’ type of 
thing. I was a good boy and so you rewarded me, and I know that you’re going to deliver 
me because I have been good. But, again, that doesn’t fly under the New Covenant.” 
Really? One final text, 1 John 3. Look what verse 22 says. “And whatever we ask we 
receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him.” Isn’t 
that cool? There’s Psalm 18 right there. We have whatever we ask from Him because we 
keep His commandments and do what is pleasing to Him. This is just echoing what David 
says. “I know that you’re going to deliver me. I know that you’re going to provide for 
me. I know that you’re going to protect me. I know that you’re going to bless me.” Why? 
“Because I do what you say.”  

And under the New Covenant, it’s the same thing. I know that if I’m pleasing to Him, if 
I’m doing what He says, if I’m keeping His commandments, I know that I have whatever 
I ask from Him. 

This really echoes the words of Jesus in John 15:1-11, where Jesus says, “I am the true 
vine, and you are the branches.” And He says, “It is My Father’s will that you bear much 
fruit.” That hearkens back to a lot of texts in the Old Testament, most especially 
Isaiah 55-59 where it talks about being fruitful in the land, and that term “fruitful” more 
times than not speaks to blessedness. Here Jesus says, “This is the Father’s will. If you 
abide in Me.” If – again – there’s that conditionality, that if you obey Me, you will bear 
much fruit. And that’s the Father’s will. The Father wants you to live a blessed, fruitful 
life, and then He says – it’s so wonderful! – in verse 7, “whatever you ask you will 
receive because this is what my Father wants to do. He wants to bless you if you’re 
willing to obey and do what He says.” So simple. 

In the words of Don Garlington, again, “Each Biblical covenant is conditional in the 
sense that the human partner is obliged to maintain faithfulness to the God of the 
covenant.” 

And that brings us, then, to the beginning of our new material for today, which is our 
fourth and final sub-point under this first truth regarding Covenant, and that is: 

4. It is always amazing in grace. 



I don’t know about you, but I grew up hearing that what makes the New Covenant 
different from the Old Covenant is that the Old Covenant was law-based, whereas the 
New Covenant was grace-based. How many of you heard that? And that, too, is what you 
were told is what made it better, right? The Old Covenant was all about a bunch of rules. 
Someone said to me one time, “It’s not about a bunch of rules. It’s just all grace now. It’s 
just about grace.” And when you phrase it that way, then grace kind of becomes whatever 
you need it to be, right? It’s all grace, man, we don’t have to worry about nothin’, right? 
We’re not under those rules anymore. And those who said that kind of stuff would even 
quote sometimes what they believed to be verses which supported this kind of thinking, 
right? The get-out-of-jail-free kind of thing. Verses like John 1:17. “For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” Hallelujah! We’re not 
with Moses anymore. All those rules!  

But, beloved, is that really the distinction that John is making there? Is that really what 
it’s about? Is he attempting to teach us that what makes the New Covenant better than the 
Old Covenant is the fact that it’s all about grace, where the Old Covenant was just all 
about a bunch of stupid rules. If so, then based on what else that verse states, then the Old 
Covenant did not contain truth since that, too, is stated as coming through Jesus Christ. 
For the law was given through Moses. Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. Are we 
really willing to believe that there was no truth through Moses? Really? At the very least, 
beloved, that ought to tell us that that verse isn’t making those kinds of distinctions at all, 
and that because grace has been a part of all the covenants that God has made with men 
throughout history. In other words, they all started with God doing something for man 
that one, he didn’t deserve, and two, that he could not do for himself. And what that 
something is, is something that we’ve already talked about to some degree under blood 
and mediator, and that is the provision of salvation.  

Man doesn’t deserve it nor can he give to God what will appease Him and His wrath. 
God, however, graciously has always made the way each time and in each covenant and 
brought people into covenant with Him based on that provision and – get this – before 
any obligations were expected. In other words, the grace always precedes the obligations. 

In every covenant it’s that way, which means that every covenant in Scripture is a 
gracious, gracious covenant, whether it be the covenant that God made with Abraham or 
the covenant that God made with the Israelites or the covenant that God makes with us 
now. They are all amazing in grace.  

And since what He gave to us to secure our salvation in grace was His own Son, the 
worst thing that we could ever do is treat the obligations that He places on us after that as 
somehow unfair or too much. Beloved, if anybody is getting the short end of the stick in 
this covenant relationship deal, it’s God, not us. It’s completely God. He has been so 
amazingly gracious to us, sinners who don’t deserve a relationship with Him at all, and 
this, again, has always, always, always been the case. 

In support of that, I want you to consider first of all that text in John 1. I want to show 
you what it is saying or what it is speaking to, and it is speaking to this issue of grace and 



God’s grace in all of His covenants. Let me give you a little of the context here of 
John 1-4, those four chapters. If I wanted to do a series on grace, and I wanted to be 
strictly expositional through one text, I would preach John 1-4 because those chapters are 
all about grace or more specifically the scope of God’s grace.  

In chapter 4, we see that in relation to those that he calls to Himself as true worshippers. 
Who will those people be? It will all be determined by His grace. In chapter 3, those that 
God will extend His love to in that grace. In chapter 2, those who will be invited as 
wedding guests to the marriage supper of the Lamb. And in chapter 1, those by His grace 
who will be called the children of God. 

And that takes us, then, into these verses. Look at verse 12. “But to those who did receive 
him” – this word which came into the world, verse 10, “He was in the world and the 
world was made through Him.” And all those, then, verse 12 – “who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.” So who’s the 
who there? Is it Jews only? No, the whole point is that the scope of this grace is much 
bigger now than just the Jew. “To anyone who has believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become the children of God, who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man but of God.” In other words, the whole Jewish thing of being born 
a Jew or a blood thing, the bloodline thing, or the foreskin thing – all of those go away. 
It’s not based on those things anymore.  

Verse 14: “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about 
him, and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks before 
me, because he was before me.”’) For of his fullness,’” John, the writer of this gospel, 
says, “‘of his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.’” Grace, in other words, in 
addition to the grace that was already there.  

Any guesses as to the grace that He’s speaking of first there, that this new grace has been 
laid on top of, this grace that is now open to the entire world? Which is why, in John 
3:16, He says now God loves the whole world, not just the Jews. Any guesses as to what 
that first grace is? The Old Covenant. Grace upon grace. He’s added grace to that. He’s 
extended the scope, in other words, of His grace, and on that understanding, then, we 
have these words in verse 17: “For,” because, this is an explanation of what I just said to 
you, and that’s how you are to understand it. You have to go back to verse 16 and say, 
“Well, what is he talking about? An explanation of what?” This statement: grace upon 
grace. “For the law was given through Moses.” It was given to whom, the question is. To 
the Jews and the Jews only, which means there was a time when it was grace to only one 
people and one people only. “For the law.” The law is seen here as gracious. We’re not to 
turn away and say, “Well, the law is something different or antithetical to it.” The Law 
Covenant was a gracious covenant. That’s understood. It’s the first grace. “The law was 
given to Moses.” But now upon that, “grace and truth,” additional grace, additional truth, 
has come “through Jesus Christ.” It all makes sense. The scope of that grace, now, has 
changed to include all of mankind: Jews and Gentiles alike, all those who will believe 
upon His name. 



And so we see just from the words of John there that there was grace before the grace that 
we ourselves have entered into. Now just to make that even clearer, let’s turn back to the 
Old Testament, Genesis 15. Abraham, or Abram as his name was first called, in verses 
1-4. “After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: ‘Fear not, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.’ 2 But Abram said, ‘O Lord 
GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer 
of Damascus?’ 3 And Abram said, ‘Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a 
member of my household will be my heir.’ 4 And behold, the word of the LORD came to 
him: ‘This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.’ And he 
brought him outside and said, ‘Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able 
to number them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall your offspring be.’” 

Question: Did God make all those promises to Abram because of something that he did? 
In other words, if we go back to the prior chapters, 14, 13, 12, 11, 10, do we find that 
Abram was just a really, really good boy, and that’s why God said, “Okay, now we can 
do this.” No. It starts out with grace.  

A sinner, just like you and I. God coming to that man and extending Himself to that man 
and saying, “Look, I’m willing to do these things for you based on one thing and one 
thing only. Grace.” We don’t have that word “grace” there in the text, but nonetheless, it 
was grace. Abraham didn’t deserve it, and yet God chooses to offer this kind of 
relationship and these kinds of blessings to Abraham and his descendants. 

Notice also God then makes atonement for Abraham’s sin, the very thing needed if he 
does, indeed, make covenant with him. Verse 6: “And he believed the LORD, and he 
counted it to him as righteousness. And he said to him, ‘I am the LORD who brought you 
out from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to possess.’ 8 But he said, ‘O Lord 
GOD, how am I to know that I shall possess it?’ 9 He said to him, ‘Bring me a heifer three 
years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young 
pigeon.’” What are all those things for? Atonement. God says, “I’m going to make 
atonement for your sin.” That’s grace, is it not? The only thing that Abram adds to this 
whole equation outside of his sin is the fact that he trusts in God, the same thing we do 
today. The beginning of this thing is grace. It was for Abraham.  

The same was true with the Israelites in the Old Covenant that God makes with them. It 
was filled with grace. It began with grace. God takes them out of the land of Egypt. He 
delivers them not because of anything found in them, but because of His grace. 
Deuteronomy 7, he says, “I didn’t choose you because you were greater or better than all 
the other nations. You were actually smaller than all the other nations.” It’s because of 
His grace, and that grace preceded the giving of the law. The deliverance preceded all of 
that, the giving of the law. God’s grace was there. 

Isaiah 63, I think, depicts this best in summary form, especially as it relates to what the 
Israelites did with that grace that God extended to them. Isaiah 63:7-9. Notice what Isaiah 
writes. “I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, the praises of the LORD, according 
to all that the LORD has granted us, and the great goodness to the house of Israel that he 



has granted them according to his compassion, according to the abundance of his 
steadfast love.” Again, the word “grace” is not used there, but it’s clearly talking about 
grace. His compassion, his steadfast love, his great goodness that He’s granted to them 
based on what? Anything that they have done? No! Verse 8: “For he said, ‘Surely they 
are my people, children who will not deal falsely.’ And he became their Savior. 9 In all 
their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them; in his love and 
in his pity” – His mercy, another term for grace – “he redeemed them; he lifted them up 
and carried them all the days of old.” 

God’s grace was there. What did they do? Verse 10: “But they rebelled and grieved his 
Holy Spirit; therefore he turned to be their enemy, and himself fought against them. Then 
he remembered the days of old, of Moses and his people. Where is he who brought them 
up out of the sea with the shepherds of his flock? Where is he who put in the midst of 
them his Holy Spirit, 12 who caused his glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moses, 
who divided the waters before them to make for himself an everlasting name, 13 who led 
them through the depths? Like a horse in the desert, they did not stumble. 14 Like 
livestock that go down into the valley, the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. So you led 
your people, to make for yourself a glorious name.”  

Again, even though they rebelled, Isaiah says He still led them, loved them, and showed 
His grace to them. And this continued, and for the sake of time, I’m not going to have us 
turn to the book of Exodus, but I’m going to encourage you to read Exodus 33:12-23, and 
then read 34:1, 10, and 27, because you’ll get the picture. Early on in that covenant 
relationship, one of the things that the Israelites did in this rebellion was to make this 
awful molten image of a calf. They committed idolatry. Moses was so mad when he saw 
it, he broke the tablets of stone on which were written the commands of the covenant. In 
other words, he shattered the covenant agreement. And according to those verses, God 
again shows his grace to the people. He says, “They’re my people. I’ll make covenant 
with them again.” And He has Moses write a whole new set of commands and take it to 
the people. God’s covenant with Israel, beloved, was filled with amazing grace, yet they 
received it in vain. In other words, the problem wasn’t with God. It was with the people. 

The covenant was gracious, but they continued to despise Him and their obligations, 
which is why the covenant was ultimately broken for good and the promised blessings 
given to those under a New Covenant. That’s what Jesus says there, walking on the earth, 
and He says, “Look, you despised Me, and that’s it. It’s the last straw. God’s going to 
take the kingdom and all the promises” – because that’s what He’s communicating there, 
the kingdom – “all the promises of God to you, He’s going to take that and He’s now 
going to give it to another, those who will be faithful and produce the fruit of it.” 

And, beloved, we face the same danger today. 2 Corinthians 6:1, the Corinthians are 
being disobedient again, and they’ve got false teachers, and they’re listening to false 
things, and they’re letting sin take the place of the throne in their minds and their 
thinking, and they’re being selective about their obedience, and Paul writes to them, and 
he says, “Do not receive the grace of God in vain.”  



You know how often that happens today? People who hear God’s word, and they come in 
and they’ve got joy. Jesus talks about it in the parable of four soils. Two of those soils, 
they receive it at first, and they’ve got joy. Oh, it’s all good, and everything’s great until 
persecution or the pressures of this world, pressures that they placed upon themselves 
because of their own sinful flesh. They say, “You know what? I can’t cut it anymore.” 
Like I told you last week or the week before, what happens is nobody is ever bold enough 
to say, “I’m walking away from God.” So what they do, instead of saying that, they just 
change the gospel to be more accommodating to them. That’s what Jesus calls the broad 
road, the accommodating way. And they leave the grace of God behind, because that’s 
what happens when they do that. They despise God’s grace. God gives it to them; they 
come into that relationship; they come into that covenant, that gracious covenant, and yet 
they despise it. And this is why Paul writes what he does in 1 Corinthians 10 about the 
Israelites when he says all of that was written down for our instruction of what not to do. 
Why? Because the same thing that happened to them will happen to us if we despise this 
amazing grace.  

So amazing grace has been a part of all the covenants that God has made with man 
throughout history and never should we think otherwise or that we’re the only ones who 
have experienced God’s grace, or that because we have that it will continue to be shown 
to use even though we despise it over and over again. Romans 6:1, “Shall we continue in 
sin that the grace of God may abound?” What does Paul say? “May it never be!”  

In summary of this point, then, E.P. Sanders says in his book, Judaism: Practice and 

Belief, “The general Jewish understanding of religion has as its center the prior grace of 
God, what Christian theologians used to call prevenient grace, and then only after that the 
subsequent commands of obedience were given. That being said, discussion of New 
Testament theology has often contrasted Christian theology with Jewish theology; that is, 
where Christianity says, ‘God loves you, therefore love one another,’ Judaism is believed 
to say, ‘Love one another and thereby earn God’s love.’ Christianity is therefore seen as a 
religion of grace, Judaism a religion of works righteousness in which people must strive 
to purchase God’s favor and in which there is always an anxiousness about whether they 
have done enough to earn it. Historically, however, that is not so. It is, of course, true that 
many of those who found God through Jesus saw Him as the one and only Mediator of 
God’s grace, but as a matter of historical record, pre-Christian and non-Christian Jewish 
theologians held and have always held that God’s grace underlay all of life, that God 
chose and redeemed Israel from bondage before requiring obedience to the law. In 
summary, it has always been about grace.” So amazing grace, it, too, has always been a 
part of God’s covenant, His contracts with man. 

 


