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THE GOOD NEWS OF ABUNDANT LIFE IN JESUS CHRIST IF WE SUBMIT TO 

HIM AS LORD BEFORE SAVIOR IN THE RELATIONSHIP OF COVENANT. 

 

That, as we’ve been discussing now for several months, is what I, and hopefully you, 

have embraced as the Sound Gospel message and that because its truths are 

communicated all throughout the Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, either explicitly or 

implicitly. This is the Bible’s unifying message, the one to which all others point, 

prophesy about, function under, support, pertain to, elucidate on, unpack, or explain. It is 

all about we as human beings, as image bearers of God, can receive from God the 

blessings of abundant life, which as the Bible defines are the following: purpose, 

productivity, provision, protection in this life, and paradise in the life to come.  

 

All of that is promised to us by God, the One who created us, and the One who has the 

power, then, to give all of those things to us, all things that were lost in our fall into sin 

and rebellion against Him. Yet because of His incredible mercy and His amazing grace, 

He is willing to give it back to us if we are willing to submit our entire lives in faithful 

obedience to His divine Son, Jesus Christ, as our Supreme Master or Lord in all things.  

 

And the reason it is so very important to do that very thing, to submit our lives 

completely to Him in obedience, to give Him that kind of comprehensive control or 

authority over our lives is that if we don’t, then God won’t give us any of those abundant 

life blessings. As a matter of fact, the Bible says He will continue instead to stand against 

us in this life. Or as John 3:36 says so very clearly, His wrath will continue to abide upon 

us. And that’s just a precursor for what awaits us in the next life which is hell itself, since 

refusing to submit to Christ means refusing to receive why God sent Him to the earth 

2000 years ago as a man in the first place. That was to pay the penalty for our sin and 

rebellion, the very things that caused God to be wrathful against us in the first place. And 

Jesus did just that when He went to the cross and He died as our perfect sacrifice. He paid 

the penalty against us and thereby secured forgiveness, the very thing we need if we are 

to be in a right relationship with God, one that affords to us those blessings I just spoke 

of. We need the guilt of our sin against God forgiven and removed. And that, again, is 

why God so graciously, then, sent His Son to earth and what it is, then, that Jesus has 



accomplished for us. He became humanity’s Savior and, therefore, the means by which 

abundant life can be restored to us.  

 

But, if we’re not willing to submit to Him as Lord, we can’t have it. The Bible is pretty 

clear that Jesus refuses and will refuse to be our Savior in that way if we refuse to submit 

our lives to Him in faithful obedience, and why, then the Sound Gospel message is, 

indeed, Lord before Savior. We must submit to Him as Lord if we want the benefits of 

Him as Savior and, therefore, also the blessings of abundant life.  

 

The really, really good news, though, in all of that is that when we do that, we gain from 

our Savior not only forgiveness and peace and a righteous standing with God but also the 

power to keep obeying, to keep being faithful to Him. Romans chapters 6-8 teach that we 

are given Holy Spirit-generated resurrection power, power to be the people that God calls 

us to be, power to live the kinds of lives that are pleasing to Him, power to fulfill His law, 

which is exactly what Romans 8:4 says. We, it says, by this new Spirit-generated 

resurrection power become those who fulfill “the righteous requirements of the law.”  

 

Which leads us directly to what I want to talk with you about this morning, and that is 

this third and final building block in our Sound Gospel message or series, the building 

block of Covenant.  

 

III. Covenant 

 

The Gospel is, once more, the Good News of Abundant Life in Jesus Christ if we submit 

to Him as Lord before Savior in the relationship of Covenant. Matthew 26:28, Jesus says, 

“This is my blood of the
 
covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins.” So what Jesus did, then, in going to the cross and dying, He did not only to pay for 

our sins but also to establish a covenant, which means that if we are to understand the 

Sound Gospel message from the Biblical text itself, we need to understand this piece, as 

well, this piece related to the issue of covenant. 

 

Understanding covenant, then, is critical to understanding the Gospel and, therefore, also 

receiving the benefits and the blessings that we just discussed. And there are three words 

which essentially define and describe and delineate this very important third building 

block. Those three words are contract, commitment, and community. In other words, 

when you think about covenant, these are the three words you need to be thinking about: 

contract, commitment, and community. And we are going to spend the next several 

weeks unpacking each of these. 

 

Let’s look at the first one of these, which is the one related, then, to Romans 8:4 and why 

I said that this particular verse leads us into the discussion of covenant. 

 

A. A covenant is a contract between us and God.  

 

At least that’s what it is when talking about salvation or having a saving relationship 

through Jesus Christ. When we talk about covenant in that way, we’re talking about a 



contract between us and God, and if we were to further drill that down in meaning, then 

we would say it is a binding agreement, since that is what defines this word, “contract.” It 

is a binding agreement. 

 

With that in mind, then, think with me about what Romans 8:4 says regarding the 

fulfillment of the law. It again calls those laws requirements. Let me just read that text for 

you. I’m going to start in verse 3. “For God has done what the law, weakened by the 

flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin,
 
he 

condemned sin in the flesh, 
4 

in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be 

fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh” – in other words, we are the ones 

doing this fulfilling of the righteous requirement of the law – “who walk not according to 

the flesh but according to the Spirit.”  

 

Calling something a requirement, especially in that particular context, communicates that 

there was something binding between us and God, does it not? We are bound or required 

to obey the law. That’s what Paul’s words in that verse are implying. We are required to 

obey the law, which means also then that some form of binding agreement or contract or 

covenant must be in place between us and God. Because how else could it be considered 

a requirement? Requirements imply some form of agreement or contract between us and 

the one setting those particular requirements. And so, by the mention of a requirement as 

it relates to the law, we have also this idea of covenant in place, which is absolutely the 

case for all those in this text who are told to walk according to the Spirit, since according 

to verse 1 of that particular chapter, it is only possible for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

That verse says this: “There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,” 

i.e., in covenant with Christ Jesus, in binding agreement, in contract with Christ Jesus in 

the New Covenant.  

 

So, then, that is what we first need to know about a covenant if we’re to understand it and 

ultimately the gospel. The relationship that we have with God through Jesus Christ is a 

relationship bound by covenant or contract or binding agreement.  

 

However, it is a very special kind of covenant. And what makes it special or unique is 

something that we need to know, as well, the first of which is this: 

 

1. It is the only way that God has intimate or close relationship with human beings. 

 

And you could add to that also the word “saving,” because that’s really what we are 

talking about here. The only way that God has an intimate or close or saving relationship 

with human beings is through covenant. In other words, never do we find God in the 

Bible having relationship with people without there also being established at some point a 

covenant or a contract with that particular person or those people. And I want to show 

you that from the examples that we have in the Biblical text, starting first of all with 

Adam, the first human being.  



God made covenant with Adam, and where we find support for that is ironically enough 

not in the book of Genesis but in the book of Hosea. And so I would invite you to turn to 

Hosea. It is Hosea who reveals to us that God did, indeed, have a covenant with Adam. 

 Notice with me there, starting in chapter 6, verse 4, God speaking to Israel, her two 

parts: the 10 tribes in the north which is oftentimes referred to as Ephraim and then those 

lower tribes, the remaining tribes of Judah. He says this: “What shall I do with you, O 

Ephraim? What shall I do with you, O Judah? Your love is like a morning cloud, like the 

dew that goes early away. 
5 

Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; I have slain 

them by the words of my mouth, and my judgment goes forth as the light. 
6 
For I desire 

steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings, but 

like Adam they transgressed the covenant.” Like Adam they (Israel – Judah and Ephraim) 

transgressed the covenant. 

Think about it. Hardly could God use Adam as an example of transgressing the covenant 

unless there had been a covenant with Adam like the covenant made with Israel. Like 

Adam, in the same way that he transgressed My covenant, the covenant that I made with 

him, you also have transgressed the covenant. And so we see by the words here of the 

prophet Hosea that there was, indeed, a covenant with Adam, which is why God walked 

with him in the garden. He had relationship with Adam, but only by means of covenant. 

This was true also with Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the people of Israel. All 

had relationship with God only through covenant. 

Turning now to the book of Genesis, turn over to Genesis chapter 6. Maybe you’re here 

today, and you’re like me as far as the kinds of churches you grew up in. The kinds of 

churches I grew up in never said anything about this word “covenant.” Never was there 

ever any conversation or discussion about this, and yet what we see is that it’s all over the 

Bible. It is, again, a part of every saving relationship that God has with men. 

Chapter 6, as it relates to Noah, is another example of this. Noah obviously had a saving 

relationship with God. He had a close or intimate relationship with God. God was his 

friend. Notice what we’re told, then, in verses 12-18. “And God saw the earth, and 

behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth. 
13 

And God said 

to Noah, ‘I have determined to make an end of all flesh,
 
for the earth is filled with 

violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 
14 

Make yourself an 

ark of gopher wood.
 
Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out with pitch. 

15 
This 

is how you are to make it: the length of the ark 300 cubits, its breadth 50 cubits, and its 

height 30 cubits. 
16 

Make a roof for the ark, and finish it to a cubit above, and set the door 

of the ark in its side. Make it with lower, second, and third decks. 
17 

For behold, I will 

bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life 

under heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die. 
18 

But I will establish my covenant 

with you, and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons' 

wives with you.’” 



And, so, the reason for building this whole thing is so God can save him. Why? Because 

God is going to make covenant with him. He’s entering into, in other words, a saving 

relationship with Noah and his family. 

As it relates to Abraham, skip over to Genesis chapter 17, verse 4. Speaking here to 

Abraham, or Abram, as his name was originally. You see that in verse 1. “When Abram 

was 99 years old…” Verse 4, then: “Behold, my covenant is with you.” God had close or 

an intimate or a saving relationship with this man, Abraham, and that relationship was 

bound in covenant or contract with God. 

As it relates to Isaac, skip over to verse 19. “God said, ‘No, but Sarah your wife shall 

bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac. I will establish my covenant with 

him.’” And so God makes covenant with Isaac. Verse 21: “I will establish my covenant 

with Isaac.” I will come into intimate, close, saving relationship with this one called 

Isaac.  

Jacob, Exodus chapter 2, verse 24. This is why God carries out what he does in bringing 

the children of Israel out of Egypt in the Exodus. “God heard their groaning, and God 

remembered his covenant” – notice the word there – “with Abraham” – we’ve already 

seen that – “Isaac” – and now we’re told also – “with Jacob.” God made covenant with 

Jacob. God had an intimate, close, saving relationship with Jacob. 

As it relates to the people of Israel, turn over to Exodus 24:8. “And Moses took the blood 

and threw it on the people” – the people of Israel – “and said, ‘Behold the blood of the 

covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.’” And 

then skipping over, finally, to Exodus 34:27-28, “And the LORD said to Moses, ‘Write 

these words, for in accordance with these words I have made a covenant with you and 

with Israel.’ 
28 

So he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights. He neither ate 

bread nor drank water. And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten 

Commandments.
” 
And so again God having intimate or close or saving relationship here 

with people – plural – Israel, in this case, through contract or covenant.  

And again it’s the only way that we ever see God in the Bible having this kind of 

relationship with people. It only happens by way of covenant or a contract. And this is 

true even today. The only way that God will have an intimate or a close or a saving 

relationship with another person is if they enter into a saving relationship with His Son 

Jesus Christ. Yet to do that we have to be first willing to enter into covenant with Him. 

Why do I say that? Well, turn over now to the New Testament to John 13. Having 

established from the Old Testament that this is the only way that God had relationship 

with people in a saving way, and when we talk about God being intimate or close to 

people, what we’re speaking of is a saving relationship. God is their friend. He’s not 

against them. He’s for them. John 13:1-8: “Now before the Feast of the Passover, when 

Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved 

his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
2 

During supper, when the devil 

had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, 
3 
Jesus, 



knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from 

God and was going back to God, 
4 

rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and 

taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 
5 

Then he poured water into a basin and began to 

wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 
6 

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, do you wash my feet?’ 
7 
Jesus answered 

him, ‘What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward you will understand.’ 
8 

Peter said to him, ‘You shall never wash my feet.’ Jesus answered him, ‘If I do not wash 

you, you have no share with me.’” 

Let me first of all tell you what this is not teaching. It’s not teaching or talking about 

stinky feet and what to with them. That’s not the point of why Jesus is washing their feet. 

Rather, this is the illustration or the example that Jesus uses as a metaphor to speak of His 

own washing through His sacrificial death.  

Notice this event takes place during Passover. Verse 1: “Now before the Feast of 

Passover when Jesus knew his hour had come…during supper.” The supper, the time in 

which He establishes the Lord’s Table, the time in which He establishes the New 

Covenant in His blood. The point, then, that Jesus is making here so very clearly – the 

point that Peter misses at first, but Jesus promises in verse 7, “No, later, when I institute 

the table, you’ll make the connection; you’ll understand” – the point is this, “Hey, if you 

don’t enter into covenant with Me, then you don’t get my washing. You have no part in 

Me since it’s only in the covenant that the washing is offered.” Again, Jesus’ words in 

Matthew 26:28. “For this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for 

the forgiveness of sins.” And that’s the point. Forgiveness happens only in covenant. So 

Jesus says to Peter, “Listen. If I do not wash you, you have no share in Me. And the only 

place that you get washed with Me is if you enter into covenant with Me. 

Covenant. It’s all about covenant. Which means again, as I’ve stated, the same, beloved, 

is true today. God will still not have an intimate or a close or a saving relationship with 

anyone refusing to enter into covenant with Him, in this case the New Covenant 

established by the blood of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, which leads me directly to our 

second sub-point. 

2. It now requires blood and a mediator. 

And the reason I say “now” is that there was a time when this wasn’t the case, and that 

was before the fall of the first human beings into sin, Adam and Eve. Before that, no 

blood or mediator was needed. However, due to sin, both are now needed. Blood to 

cleanse away the sin and a mediator, someone who can on behalf of the guilty – in this 

case us – appease or satisfy the wrath of the offended party – in this case God – since that 

is what our sin has done. It has offended and made God wrathful against us. And so blood 

and a mediator; it’s the only way God will make covenant with people now, which means 

after the fall in Genesis 3, this is what we see in Scripture over and over and over again, a 

lot of blood and a lot of mediators. 



Support for this from the Scripture itself in relation to blood. Going back to the Old 

Covenant, turn back to that text in Exodus 24. We read verse 8 together. I want to start 

now in verse 1 and read through verse 8. Notice what takes place as a part of this 

covenant-making process or ceremony with God. “Then he said to Moses, ‘Come up to 

the LORD, you and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, and 

worship from afar. 
2 

Moses alone shall come near to the LORD, but the others shall not 

come near, and the people shall not come up with him.’ 
3 

Moses came and told the people 

all the words of the LORD and all the rules.
 
And all the people answered with one voice 

and said, ‘All the words that the LORD has spoken we will do.’ 
4 

And Moses wrote down 

all the words of the LORD. He rose early in the morning and built an altar at the foot of 

the mountain, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 
5 

And he sent 

young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace 

offerings of oxen to the LORD. 
6 

And Moses took half of the blood” – blood from where? 

The sacrifice – “and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar. 
7 

Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. And they 

said, ‘All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.’ 
8 

And Moses 

took the blood and threw it on the people and said, ‘Behold the blood of the covenant that 

the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.’” 

And so we see from that first covenant, as it’s called in Hebrews, from that Old 

Covenant, the Mosaic Covenant, the Law Covenant, it included or required blood. The 

same is true as it relates to the New Covenant. Again, Matthew 26:28. “This is my blood 

of the covenant,” the New Covenant. You can’t have covenant without blood. 

This is explained more fully to us in the book of Hebrews. I would invite you to turn over 

there. Hebrews 9:18-26: “Therefore not even the first covenant” – referring again to the 

Mosaic Covenant or the Law Covenant as it is sometimes called in Scripture – “not even 

the first covenant was inaugurated without” – notice – “blood.” In other words, blood was 

required. “For when every commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all 

the people” – we just saw that in Exodus 24 – “he took the blood of calves and goats, 

with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the 

people, 
20 

saying, ‘This is the blood of the covenant that God commanded for you.’” And 

he’s quoting from that very text. “And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood both 

the tent and all the vessels used in worship. 
22 

Indeed, under the law almost everything is 

purified” – or cleansed – “with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no 

forgiveness of sins. 
23 

Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be 

purified with these rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than 

these. 
24 

For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands” – those on earth – 

“which are copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence 

of God on our behalf. 
25 

Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters 

the holy places” – meaning on earth – “every year with blood not his own, 
26 

for then he 

would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has 

appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice” – by his 

blood, in other words – “of himself.” 



This is why then in Isaiah 42:6 as well as in 49:8, God makes this promise, speaking of 

Christ, the Christ to come, that “I will give you as a covenant to the people.” Jesus is not 

only her mediator but He is the covenant itself. You know why? Because it’s His blood 

that was shed to ratify or to inaugurate that covenant. 

As it relates, then, to this requirement of a mediator, turn over to Galatians 3. There are 

several things that I want to show you here, but Galatians, chapter 3, tells us among other 

things that in the Old Testament what was required for that covenant to be in effect or to 

be ratified was mediators, blood as well as mediators. Starting in verse 15, Paul writes, 

“To give a human example, brothers:
 
even with a man-made covenant, no one annuls it or 

adds to it once it has been ratified. 
16 

Now the promises were made to Abraham” – God 

made a covenant, we saw that, with Abraham; that’s his point – “and to his offspring. It 

does not say, ‘And to offsprings,’ referring to many, but referring to one, ‘And to your 

offspring,’” – singular – “who is Christ. 
17 

This is what I mean: the law, which came 

430 years afterward, does not annul a covenant previously ratified by God” – meaning 

the Abrahamic covenant – “so as to make the promise void. 
18 

For if the inheritance 

comes by the law, it no longer comes by promise; but God gave it to Abraham by a 

promise.” Notice there it says “but God gave it to Abraham.” We’re going to come back 

to that here in just a second. Verse 19: “Why then the law? It was added because of 

transgressions, until the offspring should come to whom the promise had been made, and 

it was put in place through angels by an intermediary.” Or a mediator, or mediators, 

plural. Now that’s clearly singular, and it’s singular in the Greek, as well, the original 

language. The reason I say plural, however, is because of what we’re told in verse 20. 

“Now an intermediary implies more than one, but God is one.”  

What is he speaking about there? Well, he’s speaking about all the different mediators 

that were given under the Law Covenant. “Why,” he says, “then the law?” meaning the 

Law Covenant. Why did it come into play if the Abrahamic Covenant was good enough? 

And this relates to the superiority, which is what he’s arguing for here, the superiority of 

the New Covenant over the Old Covenant, and those who wanted to go back under it. 

And so that’s where he’s driving all of this. But the point is: why does that come into 

play? And what he tells us is that, though it did come into play because of sin, it didn’t 

come into play as a means to fulfillment.  

In other words, it wasn’t there as a means to bringing about the promises, those very 

promises that he talks about in verse 16, which he tells us are not plural but singular. The 

promise to Christ. It wasn’t a covenant. It was meant to bring those promises or that 

promise to fulfillment. Why? Because it was never a permanent covenant like the 

Abrahamic Covenant. It was a temporary covenant. And the reason we know it was a 

temporary covenant is because of what he tells us there at the end of verse 19 and 20. It 

was put in place through angels by an intermediary. Now an intermediary or mediator 

implies more than one. Moses, Joshua, the judges, the priests. They all died. And he says 

because they were mere mortals and because of their sin, they died like all mere mortals. 

He says we know that just like the mediators, the covenant itself was temporary, which 

means that covenant was never a covenant intended to bring about the promise. Because 



the only kind of covenant that can do that is a covenant whose mediator is permanent like 

God. 

Going back to what I told you to just make a note of there in verse 18. God gave it to 

Abraham. What he’s telling you there, beloved, is that God was the mediator in that 

covenant. And what he’s telling us now here in these verses is that the New Covenant is 

that kind of a covenant, a covenant that’s a permanent covenant because its mediator is a 

permanent mediator. Its mediator is Christ, the God-man.  

So we see both temporary mediators in a temporary covenant, nonetheless necessary for 

God to be in covenant, and that’s really the point of this sub-point. However, we see also 

Christ as the permanent, forever mediator, as well.  

And that’s made more explicit in what we see in Hebrews chapter 7. The book of 

Hebrews is really all about this, the superiority of the New Covenant over the Old 

Covenant, and what Paul is really arguing against there in Galatians is why would you 

want to go back to that, then, if it’s the inferior covenant. Rather, come into the covenant 

that is superior by the fact that it is a permanent covenant, and it is the fulfillment of 

everything that was part of that first covenant, the Abrahamic Covenant, where God 

made those wonderful promises to him. 

In verses 22 and following, we see that as it relates to the person of Christ and this 

superior or better covenant or New Covenant. “This makes,” he says, “Jesus the 

guarantor of a better covenant. 
23 

The former priests were many in number, because they 

were prevented by death from continuing in office, 
24 

but he holds his priesthood 

permanently, because he continues forever. 
25 

Consequently, he is able to save to the 

uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make 

intercession for them.” 

Romans 8:34 says the same thing. He sits at the right hand of God, permanently making 

intercession for us.  

So the minor point, we might say, in all of this is again that mediators are needed just as 

blood is needed for God to make covenant. The major point, the piece that you don’t 

want to leave out of the mix, is that Jesus Christ, based on everything that we see here, is 

now just as good as the blood sacrifice that He makes on the altar. When it comes to 

being that mediator on our behalf, this is why, beloved, Acts 2:42 can say, “There is one 

name given under heaven by which men must be saved, the Lord Jesus Christ.” You 

know why? Because not only is His blood the only blood that ultimately cleanses away 

sin, He’s the only one who can intercede on our behalf effectually forever before the 

throne of God. He’s the only one who can do that, the only one. He is that mediator for 

us. 

That brings me, then, to the third sub-point as it relates to this first point in relation to 

covenants or contracts between us and God. 



3. It is always bilateral. 

In other words, every covenant that God makes with people for the purpose of having this 

close, intimate, saving relationship with them always contains two sides or two sets of 

obligations, one for God and one for us. God’s obligation to us is what we’ve already 

talked about. It’s the promises of abundant life that He makes to us, which again were all 

those things that I mentioned: purpose and productivity and provision and protection and 

paradise later. 

As it relates to us, our obligation to God is to faithfully obey all that He commands us to 

do in that particular covenant. So abundant life, those are the promises related to that, 

those are God’s obligations, and faithful obedience to all that He has commanded under 

that particular covenant is our obligation under this binding agreement or contract or 

covenant that we enter into with God. And like all bilateral agreements or contracts or 

covenants, if there is a refusal to comply by one of the parties, then it is broken, and the 

other party does not have to comply either. In other words, if you don’t fulfill your end of 

the deal, then He doesn’t have to fulfill His end of the deal. 

Additionally, like all bilateral agreements or contracts or covenants, there are 

consequences for noncompliance. God will, in other words, not only not deliver on the 

promises of abundant life if we refuse to be faithful but also punish us. And when I say 

punish, I’m not speaking about just the punishment that all people who continue to live 

their lives as rebels against God will receive, but something worse than that. The Bible, 

beloved, essentially teaches that it will be far worse for those who enter into this 

agreement or contract or New Covenant with Christ and God and then renege.  

And I want to show you this. There are at least two places that speak to this in the New 

Testament. The first is in Jesus’ own teaching, Luke chapter 12. Jesus, here speaking 

about the master/slave relationship, the kurios/doulos relationship, as I have referred to it 

many times before, here uses the parable of the master who goes away and during that 

time the slave begins beating the other slaves and eating and drinking and getting drunk. 

Verse 45 says this, “But if that servant says to himself, ‘My master is delayed in coming,’ 

and begins to beat the male and female servants, and to eat and drink and get drunk, 
46 

the 

master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he 

does not know, and will cut him in pieces and put him with the unfaithful.” And that 

place where he goes, we know from other texts, is hell itself, and that is, indeed, the place 

of the unfaithful. But in that place, we know because of what he tells us in the remaining 

verses, his punishment will actually be worse, which is why it’s true to say that there are 

degrees of punishment in hell, some receiving worse than others.  

Who are the ones who receive the worst punishment? Well, it’s not Hitler or Mussolini or 

somebody else that we think was such a bad person in this world or this life. Rather it’s 

those who knew the Master’s will, who were in covenant with him, and yet reneged on it. 

Notice what He says in verse 47. “And that servant who knew his master's will but did 

not get ready or act according to his will” – he knew it but didn’t act according to it; he 

reneged on it – “will receive a severe beating. 
48 

But the one who did not know, and did 



what deserved a beating, will receive a light beating. Everyone to whom much was given, 

of him much will be required, and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will 

demand the more.” 

This is why, then, the other text that I would have you consider is 2 Peter 2. This is why 

Peter writes what he does there as it relates to people who do this very thing. Verse 20: 

“For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome.” They 

came into covenant with God; they escaped the defilements of this world. How? They 

were given that privilege of resurrection power that we talked about that happens when I 

come into that justified state with God by faith. They have power; they escape, but then 

they go back. They go back to those things. Notice what the rest of the verse says. “The 

last state has become worse for them than the first.” What was the first state? They were 

unsaved. They were already under God’s wrath. God was against them. Their future was 

hell. And he says something is worse, now, worse than that. What could be worse? Well, 

a place in hell that’s worse than all the others, because you knew – you knew – but you 

didn’t do. 

You came in and you played the games. Maybe you got baptized into the church. 

Baptism is the entrance into covenant with God by faith. We’re appealing to God for a 

clear conscience. We’re asking for that blood of forgiveness. We want a right or 

righteous standing with God. We want to be justified in His presence, and that comes 

with all the accoutrements and all of the blessings. But we didn’t maintain that state. We 

knew, but instead we rejected it for the defilements, for the toilet water of this world.  

God comes and gives us the pure water of His word and a relationship with Him, and He 

brings us into that and all the blessings and the promises, and we say, “Thanks, but no 

thanks. I like drinking out of the toilet.” You say, well, why are you making that kind of 

analogy? Well, that’s always what I think of because of what it says in verse 22. “What 

the true proverb says has happened to them: ‘The dog returns to its own vomit, and the 

sow, after washing herself, returns to wallow in the mud.’” Now, I know it says here that 

the dog is eating its own vomit, but let me tell you something else my dogs like to do. 

Drink out of the toilet. I know what you said, God, I know all the blessings. But thanks, 

but no thanks. I love the toilet water of the world. For a person to come into covenant 

with God and then to leave that state, again, verse 20, “the last state has become worse 

for them than the first.” Or Jesus, in Luke 12, “They will receive a severe beating on that 

day.”  

There are obligations. If we come into that covenant relationship with God and we make 

that kind of binding agreement, then we better fulfill those obligations, especially if we 

want Him to fulfill His obligations to us. 

The support, then, for this, and I want to again move through the Biblical text and show 

this to you, so very quickly, going back to Genesis, we see exactly the same thing with 

Abraham. Genesis 17, I read to you verse 4, “Behold my covenant is with you, and you 

shall be the father of a multitude of nations.” Notice what is said in verses 1 and 2 just 



before that. “When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and 

said to him, ‘I am God Almighty;
 
walk before me, and be blameless, 

2 
that I may make 

my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.’” I love it in the ESV 

because they don’t take out that conditional, because it’s there in the original. Now 

you’ve heard me many times say, I love the NAS, but the NAS takes this out. There is a 

condition here. God says, “You walk before me and you be blameless.” By the way, isn’t 

that the same thing that we’re told all over the New Testament? That we are to be found 

blameless before Him on that day? We are to be walking blameless before him? 

Philippians 1, 2 Peter 3. It’s all over the place! And He says the same thing to him here, 

now. Be faithful in obedience before Me. Walk before Me and be blameless, that I may 

make my covenant and may multiply you.” Here’s My end of the deal, God says, 

abundant life. I’ll multiply you if you keep your obligations in this covenant relationship 

that I’m making with you now.  

Now, the objection to this is, of course, Genesis 15:1-18. If you turn back there – and I 

need to bring this up for those of you who may be familiar with this – we have what some 

believe to be a covenant before this covenant, a covenant that they would say is a 

unilateral covenant, meaning this: there are no obligations that are placed upon Abraham. 

God places only the obligations upon Himself. And here’s where they’re getting this. 

“After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: ‘Fear not, Abram, I 

am your shield; your reward shall be very great.’ 
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But Abram said, ‘O Lord GOD, what 

will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 

Damascus?’ 
3 

And Abram said, ‘Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member 

of my household will be my heir.’ 
4 

And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: 

‘This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.’ 
5 

And he brought 

him outside and said, ‘Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to 

number them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall your offspring be.’ 
6 

And he believed the 

LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness. 
7 

And he said to him, ‘I am the LORD 

who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to possess.’ 
8 

But he 

said, ‘O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall possess it?’ 
9 
He said to him, ‘Bring me 

a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, 

and a young pigeon.’ 
10 

And he brought him all these, cut them in half, and laid each half 

over against the other. But he did not cut the birds in half. 
11 

And when birds of prey 

came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 
12 

As the sun was going down, a 

deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great darkness fell upon him. 
13 

Then 

the LORD said to Abram, ‘Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a 

land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four 

hundred years. 
14 

But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward 

they shall come out with great possessions. 
15 

As for you, you shall go to your fathers in 

peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. 
16 

And they shall come back here in the 

fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.’ 
17 

When the sun 

had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed 

between these pieces. 
18 

On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, ‘To 

your offspring I give
 
this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river 

Euphrates.’” 
 



This, beloved, is not speaking about God making a prior covenant with Abraham or 

Abram. Rather what it is speaking about is God making atonement so that He can make 

covenant with Abraham. Remember what we’ve already learned? For God to make 

covenant with any person or people, it requires blood and a mediator. We already saw 

from Galatians chapter 3 that God was the mediator between Himself and Abraham. But 

what we didn’t see is that God also brought blood into play. And so it is here. We don’t 

find it in chapter 17 when God says, “I’m going to make covenant,” because it’s already 

been established for us in Genesis chapter 15. This is why darkness comes over Abram 

when he lies down. Why? Because this is the ceremony of atonement. What is he doing? 

What does darkness refer to many times in Scripture? Guilt. It’s the guilt of Abraham 

under his sins. God is the one passing through the pieces. Why? Because God is the only 

one who can make atonement for His people. God lays out the sacrifices, these different 

animals, the heifer and the goat, and these things, even the idea that you don’t cut the 

birds in half, all of that is a part of what we find in the law covenant as the instructions 

for atonement or sacrifice. And so it is here. 

Abraham believes, we’re told that first. He puts faith in God. And what happens when we 

put faith in God, beloved? God justifies us. It’s a gift by faith, right, so that no man can 

boast. What happens at justification? We receive the blood sacrifice of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. Abram believes God, and we’re told here it’s counted as righteousness. But God 

can’t just say to people, “You’re righteous,” without there being a blood sacrifice, the 

sacrifices which represented or pointed to the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which ultimately 

makes people righteous or in a righteous standing with God. 

And so it is here. He is with God. God says, “This is what I’m going to do. I’m going to 

multiply all these things to you, or I’m going to multiply your descendants.” He makes 

the very same promise that we see at the beginning of Genesis chapter 17. “I will make 

you a father of many.” God makes the promise and God does what God has to do if He’s 

to make covenant with any man. He brings the blood sacrifice. You say, “Then, why does 

it say, ‘God made a covenant with Abram on that day.’”? Well, the context, I believe, 

tells us that what He’s really saying here is that on that day, God made a covenant 

promise with Abram. 

Why do I say that’s the context? Look at the rest of what chapter 18 says. “To your 

offspring I give
 
this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.” 

That’s not covenant. If He makes a covenant, then you don’t say that. That’s the promise 

of the covenant. He makes the promise of the covenant with him, and then He actually 

makes covenant with him in chapter 17. 

So, it’s my wife and I. I go to my wife and I say, “Baby, I love you. You are the most 

beautiful woman on planet earth.” And she says, “If you say those kinds of words, you 

can put a ring on my finger.” And so I put a ring on her finger, and I promise her that one 

day I’m going to marry her, right? That’s what that ring symbolizes. So I make the 

promise of what’s yet to come. She’s going to marry the most wonderful man on planet 

Earth. And then that day comes, right? And she finds out different! That day comes, and 

we get married. We do what? We make covenant. So there’s a promise unto covenant, 



and all the things that need to take place so that can take place, and then there’s covenant. 

Well, that’s what we see here in Genesis 15. All the things that need to take place so the 

covenant can be made, and in the midst of that, the promise of what’s going to happen 

when Abraham makes covenant with God. Motivation for making covenant is really 

there. That’s why God says, “You want to make covenant with Me,” the same way that 

God says, “Now, listen, you want to make covenant with Me. You want to submit your 

life to my Son. You know why? Because everything that your heart desires is in that.” 

What human being doesn’t desire abundant life? He says, “Well, the answer is in My Son 

Jesus Christ.” That’s why Jesus says in John 10:10, “I came to give them not only life but 

abundant life.” Right? Same exactly.  

 

Exodus 24, just doing the diligence here to show you that this was true as it related to the 

Law Covenant or the Mosaic Covenant. Exodus 24:7-8, you see that it’s bilateral. There 

are two parts. Verses 7-8: “Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the 

hearing of the people. And they said” – this is before he throws the blood on them – “‘All 

that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.’” Notice that. He took the 

Book of the Covenant. He read it. He read the law. We saw that in chapter 34. The Book 

of the Covenant is the place where we find the Ten Commandments, the words, we’re 

told there, of the Covenant. He reads that in their hearing, and all the people said, “Yes, 

what He’s spoken we will do. We will be obedient.” When they agreed to the obligations 

of that covenant, Moses says, “Okay!” He takes the blood and he throws it on the people, 

and he says, “‘Behold the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in 

accordance with all these words.’” 

 

There are plenty of other texts that we could go to in the Old Testament, but I think that 

one suffices. Hopefully it does. Turn over with me, then, to the New Covenant. By the 

way, you know that word “testament” just means covenant, don’t you? So, you have your 

Bible split up between Old Testament and New Testament. Testament just means 

covenant. Old Covenant and New Covenant. 

 

Look with me at 1 Peter chapter 1. You say, “Okay, well, you’ve convinced me that in 

the Old Covenant, even in the Abrahamic Covenant, it was bilateral. There were 

obligations both for God and for people, and if we renege on ours, then God reneges on 

His. But I don’t know as it relates to the New Covenant if that’s true.” Well, notice how 

Peter begins his letter.  

“Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in 

Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 
2 

according to the foreknowledge of 

God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for 

sprinkling with his blood.” Where do you suppose he got those words from? He says, 

“I’m writing to you, the elect of God, the elect exiles.” Christians. Those under the New 

Covenant. And he says, “Here’s what I’m writing about. All these happened for 

sanctification and for obedience to Jesus Christ.” Our obligation, so that we might be 

sprinkled with his blood. Beloved, if that doesn’t teach Lord before Savior, I don’t know 

what does. Jesus says, “You want Me to be your Savior. That’s going to mean you come 

into covenant with Me. And understand, if you come into covenant with Me, there are 



obligations. I have obligations, and you have obligations. My obligation is that I’ll be 

your Savior. Your obligation is that you will submit your entire life for the rest of your 

life, no matter what, to Me in faithful obedience.” And here it is. “For obedience to Jesus 

Christ and for sprinkling with his blood.” Isn’t it beautiful the continuity between the two 

covenants? Exact same language.  

This is why in Hebrews, chapter 5, verse 9, it says that Jesus Christ will become the 

eternal source of salvation for all who obey Him. Bilateral. I have an obligation. I need to 

carry out my end of the deal just like He carries out His end of the deal, and is He ever 

not faithful to carry out His end of the deal for those who are faithful to Him? No.  

This is why we have the sobering words in Hebrews, chapter 10, verses 19-30. After 

speaking about the sacrifice of Christ and Him as our superior High Priest and Mediator 

before God, he says this: “Therefore, brothers,
 
since we have confidence to enter the holy 

places by the blood of Jesus, 
20 

by the new and living way that he opened for us through 

the curtain, that is, through his flesh” – in other words, we have confidence to make 

covenant with God through this blood because God won’t make covenant, again, without 

the blood – “
 
and since we have a great priest” – we also have the other piece; we have a 

mediator – “over the house of God.” In light of those things, “let us draw near with a true 

heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts” – and here it is again – “sprinkled clean” 

by that blood “from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.” 

So the first obligation is faith. We need to have faith in Christ. Secondly, verse 23, “Let 

us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is 

faithful.” In other words, you don’t need to worry about Him carrying out His 

obligations. What you need to be concerned about is you carrying out your obligations. 

He is faithful. You’re the one that’s in question. “Let us hold fast without wavering.” The 

idea there: faithfulness. Obligation: faith. Verse 23: faithfulness. Verse 24: “And let us 

consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 
25 

not neglecting to meet 

together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see 

the Day drawing near.” Community. Assembling in the body of Christ.  

This is why in Ephesians, chapter 1, verses 22-23, there, it says that in the church, God 

fills His people. He fills all in all in this place. There is an empowerment that comes from 

being in this place and being with God’s people and the encouragement and sitting under 

the teaching of the word of God. Why? Because of the deceitfulness of sin that tricks us, 

Hebrews 3, into believing we are better than we really are.  

And so the third requirement, notice that, go to church! People say, “I don’t have to go to 

church today. There’s nowhere in the Bible that talks about that.” Really? “Let us 

consider how to stir one another up to love and good deeds, not neglecting the assembling 

of ourselves together.” Can I tell you that that’s talking about the church? We need each 

other. It’s not just me and my Bible in some corner somewhere drinking my coffee and 

figuring it out for myself. That’s not how it works. 



Notice, however, what is said right after that. “For if we go on sinning deliberately after 

receiving the knowledge of the truth.” So we say, “You know what? I’m not going to 

have the faith that I’m called to have, the faithfulness I’m called to have. I’m not going to 

assemble myself.” “If we go on sinning deliberately in those ways,” that’s the context. “If 

we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer 

remains a sacrifice for sins, 
27 

but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that 

will consume the adversaries. 
28 

Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses,” the 

people’s obligation under the Old Covenant, “died without mercy on the evidence of two 

or three witnesses. 
29 

How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the 

one who has trampled underfoot the Son of God,” His instructions, the obligations that 

He gives to us, the obligations that we just received, “and has profaned the blood of the 

covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace? 
30 

For we 

know him who said, ‘Vengeance is mine; I will repay.’ And again, ‘The Lord will judge 

his people.’” 

Obligations. We got a bilateral covenant. It’s there. It’s part of the New Covenant. This is 

why in 2 Timothy, chapter 2, one of the most mutilated texts by Christians. You’ll see 

this on all the little monument signs out in front of churches. And I’m sure if I walked in 

and talked to the pastor, he would tell me that what he thinks it’s saying is something 

other than what it’s really saying, because if he knew what it was really saying, he 

probably wouldn’t put it on the sign. Paul, in speaking to Timothy about remaining 

faithful there at Ephesus in the midst of all that he was going through there with false 

teachers and all kinds of trouble, he gives to him this charge. He says to him, “The saying 

is trustworthy, for: If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 
12 

if we endure, 

we will also reign with him.” That’s a couplet. Two positives. You die; you’re willing to 

suffer with Him; you’ll live with him. If you endure, you’ll reign with him. And then he 

gives to us two negatives. “If we deny him, he also will deny us.” Noncompliance by one 

of the parties equals noncompliance by the other party. You deny Him; He’s going to 

deny you. Which is exactly, then, what he means in verse 13: “If we are faithless,” 

unfaithful, “he remains faithful – ” What? To give you what He promised He’d give you 

only if you were faithful? No. Meaning He’ll be faithful to do exactly what He said He 

would do if you were unfaithful, which is everything we just saw in Hebrews, chapter 10. 

That passage is meant to scare not to encourage. It’s meant to say, “You need to be sober 

about these things. Don’t you dare think about reneging!” “If my righteous one shrinks 

back, my soul will have no pleasure in him.” God is going to be faithful to do just what 

He said on both accounts. If we’re faithful to Him, he’ll be faithful to give us the 

promises. If we’re unfaithful to Him, He will be faithful to make sure that we are 

punished for being unfaithful, for noncompliance. 

There are plenty of other texts that we could look at here this morning. The last one I’m 

going to have you turn to – I was actually going to have us go through the whole book of 

1 Peter, because I can show you in verse 13 of chapter 1 God’s promise to us, and then in 

the remaining verses, and I just picked through it all the way to the end, you see our 

obligation back to God – but the one I’m going to have us turn to as our final verse of 

consideration is back to that text in Romans 8. Remember there, we looked in verse 4 



about the fact that we now, walking according to the Spirit, fulfill the righteous 

requirements of the law. These are our obligations, meaning Christ’s law under the New 

Covenant. Notice what is said, then, in the following verses in light of this, verses 12 and 

13. “So then, brothers, we are” – and I like the NAS better in this particular case – “under 

obligation.” In the ESV, it says that we are “debtors.” We are under obligation. We have 

obligations “not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 
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For if you live according to 

the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will 

live.” 

Right there, what are these people thinking who say, “I can live according to the flesh. I 

say a little prayer and I’ll go up front and I’ll cry a little bit, and I’ll love Jesus with all 

my little itty bitty heart, and I’ll believe He died on the cross for my sins, but I won’t live 

for Him. I’ll live for the flesh.” And they think they’re going to live! I don’t know about 

you, but when I read that there, “For if you live according to the flesh, you will d-i-e.” 

Die, I think is what it says. God will be faithful to do just what He said He would do if 

we’re noncompliant.  

So we see again that the Bible is very clear. It’s very sobering to the point that God will 

be faithful, and He expects us to be faithful. It is bilateral. It has always been bilateral, 

and putting together what we’ve seen, then, in the last two points with what we see now 

explains why so many who thought that they were following Christ and going to heaven 

will find out otherwise come Judgment Day. Matthew 7. Because they would not make 

covenant with Christ. They would not submit to the obligations of obedience required of 

us as part of the bilateral New Covenant. But, instead, they thought they could just use 

Jesus for His blood. “All I want is your blood. I don’t want to submit.” Well, what the 

Bible teaches is it’s a package deal and a package deal only. To get the blood, you need 

to make covenant. To get washed, you need to be willing to submit. Otherwise, as Jesus 

warned Peter, “You have no part in me.” 

Lord before Savior. Here is yet another text teaching this incredible truth. If you’re not 

willing to submit to Him as Lord in covenant relationship, then you can forget having His 

cleansing blood to save you from your sins.  

And we’re going to stop there for today. I want to go on, but we need to stop. We’re out 

of time. So next time, we’ll pick up where we left off and keep plowing through. In the 

meantime, however, meditate on what has been taught here today, beloved, and ask 

yourself this question:  

How serious do you take the obligations God requires of you in the New Covenant? Can I 

tell you the answer to that will be determined by how serious you take knowing His 

Word, since the only way to know what those obligations are is by knowing His word. 

Think about that, meditate on that this week. 


