
Revelation 12 PART 2 

 

 

(REV 12:1-17) 

I.  Preliminary Considerations 

1.  These verses are concerned with a woman and her offspring who are tormented by a dragon (4, 13, 

17). 

2.  The woman in verses 1-6 is the same woman in verses 7-17 (compare v5 w/ v13). 

3.  The woman and her first child are able to escape the harm intended by the dragon.  The same 

however is not true regarding the rest of her offspring. The woman is therefore distinct from her first 

child or her offspring (v4-6, 14-16,17). 

4.  These verses depict three wars—two in heaven, one on earth (v4, 7, 17; Consider also: the events of 

verse 4 must take place historically before the events of verses 7-9.   This is seen most clrly by comparing 

what takes place after the dragon is cast to earth in v4 w/ what takes place in v10-11).  

5.  The war in heaven between Michael and the dragon (v7-8) takes place immediately following the 

child of the woman being “caught up to God and His throne” (compare v4-6 w/ v13-14). 

6.  Sensing the “window of victory” closing quickly, the dragon’s wrath against the woman and her 

offspring is intensified (v12). 

7.  Though John receives the vision of the woman in heaven (v1), she resides on earth (v16) and her 

offspring are Christians (v17, also 13:7). 

8.  The dragon is Satan (v9), the male child is Christ (compare v5 w/19:15). 

9.  The woman’s time in exile is the same duration as Satan’s war against the Christians (compare v6, 14 

w/ 13:5). 



“THE DRAGON, THE WITCH AND THE WARZONE” 

CHAPTER 12 REVEALS THE ORIGIN OF ISRAEL’S APOSTASY AND ITS CONNECTION TO SATAN, MESSIAH 

AND THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 

II.  Contextual Interpretation 

(7-11) = This represents the second war in the chapter between God (or His angels) and Satan.  The first 

took place before the Fall of Man as a result of Satan’s attempt to take the throne of God (v4; Eze 28; Isa 

14); the second as a result of Christ’s coming to earth (the kingdom of Satan -1Jo 5:19) and establishing 

his own rival kingdom which has also emancipated people from Satan’s power and condemning 

accusations before God.  Unlike the first war, the second was started by God—(or His archangel 

“Michael”-Jud 1:9) and reveals to us the “angelic territorial element” to the ministry and victory of Christ 

and His Kingdom (“defeated” =Rev 20:1ff; “there was no longer any place for them in heaven…the 

accuser of our brothers has been thrown down…they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb” = 

Satan can no longer go before God and make his accusations against the saints as he did before since 

their sins had truly been paid for --rather than just passed over--Job 1-2; Zec 3:1-2 w/Rom 3:25, 8:31-34; 

Luk 4:18; 2Ti 2:24-26; Heb 2:14; Rev 12:10; Dan 10:12-21; Luk 10:18-19; Mat 12:28-29; Joh 12:31).  Since 

Christ’s 1st coming and His victory the apex of power (and Kingdom control) has been progressively 

shifting away from Satan to the church (Mat 16:18; 13:31-33).  This however will eventually decline and 

the territorial battle will shift again signaling Christ’s second coming (Rev 20:7-9; 2Pe 3:1-10). 

(12) = This verse is not implying that Satan was not on the earth before and is very unhappy about his 

new residence (Job 1:7; Mat 4:5-6).  Rather it is communicating that with his most recent heavenly loss, 

he realizes that ultimate victory against God is quickly fleeting making his efforts against His people all 

the more focused and intense (ex.  The battles fought between D-Day and V-Day in WWII were some of 

the most intense and fierce b/c Hitler knew that his “time was short” for still pulling off a victory and so 

(in desperation) ramped things up). 

  (13-14) “woman…given birth to the male child…wilderness” = Apostate Israel (Rev 17:3; Exo 16:23);  

“he (the Dragon) pursued the woman…(she) was given two wings of the great eagle so that she might fly 

from the serpent into the wilderness =This language is all very reminiscent of Israel’s exodus from Egypt 

and speaks to the Jewish revolt which began at almost the same time Nero enacted his edict against 

Christians (AD 64) and caused the Romans to begin “pursuing” the Jews in their land through military 

means.  This is what ultimately led to the Jewish War (AD 67)—a full scale military campaign on the part 



of the Romans due to the success of the Jews during the revolt (re: the Exodus = the Jews “revolted” and 

as a result were “pursued”;  Eze 29:3, 32:2; Exo 19:1-4; Josephus Wars 2.17.1-4.9.1.  There may be a 

connection between the instigation by the Jews regarding Nero’s persecution and the revolts started in 

Judea and Galilee—both were the result of national zeal and the belief that this period of time was 

when God was going to cleanse their religion and their land from all Gentiles and religious imposters (i.e. 

Christians) and give them back their autonomy as God’s unique nation.  During this time, King Agrippa 

made an impassioned plea to the contrary-Josephus Wars 2.16.1-5);  “nourished” = Lit. “fattened” (as 

unto slaughter --Jam 5:5; 1Sa 28:24); This time of victory was short-lived and ultimately in preparation 

for Israel’s destruction—including her beloved city and temple;  “a time, times and a half time” = 1260 

days or 42 months or three and a half years (v6 is the parallel verse; Dan 7:25, 12:7). This represents the 

period of time the Jews enjoyed success before Nero’s death (AD 68) and the campaign being handed 

over to Titus.  This was the true turning point in what was now a full scale war in favor of the Romans 

who were ready to march to Jerusalem. 

  Proof regarding the 1260 days/ time, times and half-time as the Neronic Persecution (v. the Jewish 

War): 

-Chronology of ch.12 and ch.13 in relation to the activity of the Dragon (first the woman, then her 

offspring). 

-Chronology of historical events (first Neronic Persecution, then the Jewish War). 

-Chronology of Josephus and the Rev 12-18 (Jewish Revolt…beginning of Jewish War = Dragon pursues 

woman…woman is helped by the land (7/64-1/68—same time as Neronic Persecution and time when 

Jews had the upper hand; then Nero dies, Vespasian leaves the War and Titus assumes command and 

begins his march to Jerusalem --1/68-4/68 which concludes with the destruction of Jerusalem and end 

of Jewish War-9/70 = the Beast receives a mortal wound…Babylon is declared fallen and is destroyed by 

the Beast revived-chs. 13-18 ).  

[APOSTASY #4:  ANARCHY AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT –ROM 13; Agrippa’s message is very similar to 

Paul’s words.] 

"Since God established Rome and since you are at war against God's Laws, then you must go to war 

against Rome depending upon human assistance. And where are you going to get human assistance? 



You might as well kill your wives and children and set fire to your own cities with your own hands and 

save Rome the trouble." 

(15-16) = These verses refer to the Roman armies which Nero initially sent to squelch the rebellion yet 

were subdued and defeated by the Jews (ex. Cestius –Josephus Wars 2.16.1-20.1) (Rev 17:15; “the 

earth” = h̀ gh/--lit. “the land” as in “the land of the Jews”). 

(17) = The Nero’s persecution against Christians which began July AD 64 and lasted until January of AD 

68 (Rev 13:1-7).  

 

 


