
Revelation 12 PART 1 

 

 

(REV 12:1-17) 

I.  Preliminary Considerations 

1.  These verses are concerned with a woman and her offspring who are tormented by a dragon (4, 13, 

17). 

2.  The woman in verses 1-6 is the same woman in verses 7-17 (compare v5 w/ v13). 

3.  The woman and her first child are able to escape the harm intended by the dragon.  The same 

however is not true regarding the rest of her offspring. The woman is therefore distinct from her first 

child or her offspring (v4-6, 14-16,17). 

4.  These verses depict three wars—two in heaven, one on earth (v4, 7, 17; Consider also: the events of 

verse 4 must take place historically before the events of verses 7-9.   This is seen most clrly by comparing 

what takes place after the dragon is cast to earth in v4 w/ what takes place in v10-11).  

5.  The war in heaven between Michael and the dragon (v7-8) takes place immediately following the 

child of the woman being “caught up to God and His throne” (compare v4-6 w/ v13-14). 

6.  Sensing the “window of victory” closing quickly, the dragon’s wrath against the woman and her 

offspring is intensified (v12). 

7.  Though John receives the vision of the woman in heaven (v1), she resides on earth (v16) and her 

offspring are Christians (v17, also 13:7). 

8.  The dragon is Satan (v9). 

9.  The woman’s time in exile is the same duration as Satan’s war against the Christians (compare v6, 14 

w/ 13:5). 



“THE DRAGON, THE WITCH AND THE WARZONE” 

CHAPTER 12 REVEALS THE ORIGIN OF ISRAEL’S APOSTASY AND ITS CONNECTION TO SATAN, MESSIAH 

AND THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 

II.  Contextual Interpretation 

(1) “And a great sign appeared in heaven” = This indicates the beginning of a new movement or set of 

visions/signs in the book.  As such they are to be viewed in linear/chronological fashion to each other 

but not necessarily in relation to the previous set of visions/signs  in ch. 4-11 (“sign” = shmei/on – 

symbol or symbolic reference to something literal; “great” – see Rev 15:1—here we find another place 

using “great” in re: to sign to SIGNIFY the beginning of a new movement/set of visions in the book; “in 

heaven” =the location of John since chapter 4 and for the remainder of the book.  The greatness of the 

visions themselves may also have something to do w/John going to heaven to receive them v. staying on 

earth (ex. Act 10:9-17 v. 2Co 12:1-4, 7)); “a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, 

and on her head a crown of twelve stars” = the nation of Israel (Gen 37:9).   

(2) = This refers to struggles of the nation of Israel through history in bringing forth the promised 

Messianic seed (“the agony” = lit. being tormented-Mat 8:6, 29, 14:24; Mar 5:7, 6:48; Luk 8:28; 2Pe 2:8.  

The term is always used in relation to the torment suffered due to sin or persecution and never a 

woman in labor.  Israel suffered through her history unto Messiah-Christ due to both her own sin and 

the persecution of others which God brought as the punishment for such sin –ex. Assyrians and 

Babylonians—consider Isa 9:12 w/ Mat 4:16—from darkness to light through the birth of the promised 

“sign” child). [APOSTASY #1: ABDICATION OF “MESSIAH MOTHERLY DUTIES” –Mal 2:10-15] 

(3) =This refers to Satan who “works his will through the earthly kings by means of demonic forces” (G.K. 

Beale) (v9; “w/seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems” = same number as the 

beast (13:1) –except the crowns on the dragon are on the seven heads v. the ten horns—which 

represent ten earthly kings who will give their power to the beast (17:12-13).  The seven heads also 

represent kings—those over the other ten and originating in Rome (17:9-10).  There is no reason to 

believe the heads and horns of the dragon represent anything different than those on the beast—esp. 

since his power is mitigated through the beast (13:2).  The reason then for the crowns being on the 

heads of the dragon versus its horns (like the beast) is most likely to communicate the dragon’s power 



over the beast: the one controlling the other ten kings.  In this way the dragon (or Satan) is seen to be 

the “primary instigator” behind the events about to unfold). 

(4) “His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth”= Many scholars view 

this as a reference to the initial rebellion of Satan and one third of the angelic population against God 

which took place sometime between Gen 1-3 and ultimately led to the enticement and Fall of Mankind.  

This seems reasonable as an explanation since: in his fall he indicted other angels (v9; Mat 25:41), angels 

are also among those for whom the metaphor of “star” is used in the Scriptures (Judg 5:20; Job 38:7; Isa 

14:12-15; Eze 28:12-17; Luke 10:18); it clearly takes place before the time of Christ (consider again the 

chronology of verse 4 and the fact that it is distinct from the rebellion/war of v7-9);  “And the woman 

stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour 

it” = Satan’s attempt to kill Christ (“her child”) after his birth through Herod (a Jewish king) (Mat 2:13-18; 

Luk 4:28-29). [APOSTASY #2:  ATTEMPTED MURDER OF HER MESSIAH SON]  

(5) = This refers to the birth and subsequent ascension of Christ after His life and death on earth (19:15; 

Psa 2:6-9—consider also 11:8 again which has reference to this Psalm as well in relation to Christ; Act 

1:9, 2:33, 7:55-56; Heb 1:1-3, 10:12, 12:2). 

* At this point it is important to note also the parallels between Isaiah 7:10-11, 14 and Rev 12:1-2, 5 

regarding the connection between sign, woman and the birth of a child (see verses).  Not doubt John’s 

words are (at least) in part reminiscent of Isaiah’s prophecy and what it ultimately pointed to (which was 

the birth of Christ-Mat 1:23) 

(6) “the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a placed prepared by God” = Israel’s temporary 

escape from the destructive earthly forces of Satan through her alliance with Rome (“wilderness”=in the 

Bible this represents a place lacking in vital resources for living—making it therefore a temporary place 

versus the kind of place one would choose to permanently reside in – Gen 21:14-16; Exo 14:11, 16:3; 

Num 16:13, 21:5, 32:13 Isa 50:2—in contrast w/ Isa 35:6; Mat 4:1.  Wilderness in this respect also 

symbolizes a place outside God’s blessing and provision.  This is where Israel now resided due to her 

apostasy and subsequent fraternizing with Rome (Joh 19:15; Josephus records the fact that the Jews 

were sending envoys to Rome in attempt to win the favor of Caesar Nero.  This is what eventually led to 

those more zealous for Israel’s independence and law of ethnic separation to start what would become 

the Jewish War.  This metaphorical picture takes on additional force when it is considered in light of her 

rejection of Christ (the height of her apostasy-Mat 23:32).  This means that Satan is not entirely 



responsible for creating the separation that eventually comes between the Woman and Her Child.  It is 

ultimately because of her rejection of Him!  This wilderness experience is then (like in times past) a sign 

not of God’s mercy but judgment.  It is a “place prepared by God” which will lead to her destruction—

which is exactly where her alliance with Rome leads (Rev 17:16); “nourished” = This is a bad translation.  

In this case, James 5:5 is the more accurate rendering of the word used in the original language (“to 

fatten unto slaughter”); “1260 days” = the 3 1/2 years of the Neronic persecution which Israel does not 

suffer under.  She is instead made fat for her suffering/slaughter (i.e. The Jewish War)—which unlike the 

“war against the Christians” will bring her total destruction as God’s special nation. [APOSTASY #3: 

ABANDONMENT OF HER MESSIAH SON] 

 


