
Revelation 11 PART 3 

 

((REV 11:1-19)) 

I.  Preliminary Considerations 

1.  This chapter is primarily concerned with a temple (on earth = 1, 2, in heaven = 19) and a city (2-3, 8, 

13). 

2.  The destruction of the temple (on earth) and the city indicates the avenging of God’s people through 

judgment upon their enemies (v16-18). 

3.  The temple (on earth) is the Jewish temple (v1 – “the temple of God” contrasted w/ v19-“God’s 

temple in heaven”). 

4.  The city is Jerusalem (v2-“the holy city”; v8-“the great city…where their Lord was crucified”; Neh 

11:1; Isa 52:1; Mat 4:5, 27:53). 

5.  The Jewish temple and the city of Jerusalem depicted in chapter 11 are those existing during the first 

century (pre- 70AD)—and not some time thousands of years later (Disp:  a future temple in Jerusalem): 

6.  The city and temple destroyed in verses 1-14 are prophetic of Titus’ destruction of both over the 

course of 3 ½ years (42 mos.) during the Jewish War (v2). 

7.  The seventh trumpet immediately following in verses 15-19 therefore formally announces the 

finalization of God’s divorce from Israel and the transfer of the kingdom from them to Christ and His 

church where it will remain forever (v15). 

CHAPTER 11 REPRESENTS THE FINALIZATION OF GOD’S JUDGMENT AGAINST/DIVORCE FROM ISRAEL 

(THROUGH THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM AND THE TEMPLE) AND THE TRANSFER OF THE 

KINGDOM TO CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH FOREVER WHO ARE THE TRUE HOUSE OF JUDAH AND ISRAEL.  

 



(Isa 50:1; Jer 3:1-8 w/ Mat 21:43, 22:7, 23:32-24:1) (Jer 31:31-34 w/ Heb 8, 10:14-18) (Eze 39:25-29; Joe 

2:28-32 w/ Act 2:17-21) (Jos 1:5 w/ Heb 13:5) (Lev 26:21; Exo 29:45; Jer 31:33; Eze 11:20; Isa 52:11; Eze 

20:34, 41; Zep 3:20; Exo 4:22; 2Sa 7:8, 14; Isa 43:6; Jer 31:9; Hos 1:10 w/ 2Co 6:16-7:1) (Mat 5:17; Act 

13:32-34, 15:13-18; Rom 2:28, 9:1-6, 25-26 w/11:1-5, 15:7-9; 2Co 1:20; Gal 3:16, 4:26,6:16; Eph 2:11-

3:11; Phi 3:3; Heb 11:40, 12:22-23, 28; 1Pe 1:1-2; 2Pe 1:4; Rev 21:2, 9-10; Heb 11:40, 12:28).  

“In the first century the temple’s final destruction accomplishes God’s conclusive divorce of Israel.  In His 

New Testament divorce action God so dis-establishes her that redemptive history is no longer the story of 

a Jewish-focused, Israel-exalting, geo-political work as in the Old Testament.  God’s work now reaches 

out to ‘all nations’ whom will marry in Christ.” –Kenneth Gentry  

II.  Contextual Interpretation 

“The proper understanding of [Revelation 11] requires that we recognize a mixture of the figurative and 

the literal, the symbolic and the historical.  This is true in virtually every interpretive approach to 

[Revelation 11], even the attempted alleged literalistic hermeneutic of dispensationalism…This [however] 

should not surprise us in a book such as Revelation.  Such a mixture of figurative and literal is neither 

unprecedented nor uncommon in Scripture (ex. 2Ki 21:12, 13; Amo 7:8-9; Isa 34:11; Lam 2:8; Mat 17:11-

12; Joh 6:48-51; Heb 8:5; Rev 11:8)…”  --Kenneth Gentry 

Review for verses 1-14:  These verses communicate three things as the culminating result of the sixth 

trumpet: 

1) The preservation of the Jerusalem church (the true “Jerusalem”—Heb 12:22-23, 28 and 

“Temple”—1Pe 2:5; Heb 13:10 within Jerusalem and her Temple) (1). 

2) The destruction of apostate Jerusalem and her Temple (2). 

3) The witness of James and Peter to the Jewish people during this time and their subsequent 

martyrdom which is immediately followed by their miraculous resurrection/ascension and the 

breach of the city’s last walls (“tenth of the city” – v13-- this represents that last vestige of 

Jerusalem –including her Temple—which is not yet occupied by the Romans) (3-14). 

 

 



(15) = “seventh angel blew his trumpet” = As discussed previously, this parallels the events associated 

with the seventh bowl of wrath in chapter 16 which signals the breach in the last of the city of 

Jerusalem’s walls leading to her occupation and final destruction by the Romans (which includes also the 

Temple) (Rev 16:17-19a); “there were loud voices in heaven” = the church in heaven is praising God for 

what has just happened since this signals both an answer to their prayers for vengeance and that the 

kingdom has been transferred to them --a contrast to John’s tears in ch. 5 when thinking that such 

transfer would be impossible (“The kingdom of this world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of 

His Christ”; Rev 5:1-4 w/8-10, 6:10; in re: to the voices being the church – Rev 7:9, 19:1, 6; in re: to 

vengeance –Rev 19:1-2); “kingdom of this world” = This not only refers to Jerusalem but indicates how 

God views the place/people/nation of His unique dwelling/rule—they are the kingdom ruling this 

universe! (tou/ ko,smou =  the world v. this world indicating that the scope of the kingdom which rules 

over it is larger than just this planet. This again is now the jurisdiction and rule of the church; consider 

Mat 28:18-20 and Heb 2:8 in this light—even if man one day lives on Mars—the church will have 

authority and mission to go there as well); “has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ and 

He shall reign forever and ever” = This indicates how long the church will remain the new kingdom of 

God and Christ (forever!).  This also destroys the dispensational view that it will one day be given back to 

Israel (during the millennium).  The proclamation is a clear allusion to and fulfillment of Daniel’s vision of 

the Son of Man (Dan 7:3, 13-14, 18, 22, 27, also Dan 2:44). 

(16) = the expected response of the church (“the twenty four elders”) to what was just discussed: the 

execution of vengeance, the transfer of the kingdom.  This was also their response when the Old 

Covenant was annulled by Christ (Rev 5:8-10). 

(17) = “Who is and Who was” = This way of referring to God is usually combined with “Who is to come” 

(Rev 1:4, 8, 4:8).  It is a derivation of God’s “calling card” name in the OT (“I am Who I am”) and signals 

God as the One Who is completely sovereign over the past, present and future (Exo 16:23).  The third 

part of this (“Who is to come”) is changed here to “for You have taken Your power and begun to reign” 

signifying that He has come (i.e. the prophecy of the coming Kingdom of God has been fulfilled – Mat 

3:2, 4:7, 10:7; Mar 1:15;  consider also Phi 4:5; Jam 5:8 and 1Pe 4:7). 

“The seventh trumpet, like the seventh seal and the seventh bowl, narrates the very end of history 

[Jewish history].”  G.K. Beale 



(18) “the nations raged, but your wrath came, and the time for the dead to be judged” = Some would 

see this as an objection to viewing this chapter as referring specifically to Jerusalem since it is plural.  

The reason (however) for the plurality is to make sure that what is now being declared is seen as the 

prophetic fulfillment of Psalm 2 (consider all the words of Psalm 2:1-12 in light of what has already been 

discussed and what is now being proclaimed—it has all been fulfilled in the events surrounding 70 AD!—

including the conquering of the Beast-king, i.e. Nero in 68; In re: to the “dead being “judged” consider:  

that how the word “dead” is being used is spiritual versus physical – 1Pe 4:6; consider also Rev 6:10 ); 

“the time…for rewarding Your servants, the prophets and saints, and those who fear Your name both 

small and great and for destroying the destroyers of the earth” = these words support what was 

discussed previously regarding God answering the church’s prayers for vengeance against her enemies—

apostate Judaism (“destroying the destroyers of  the  th.n gh/n”;  allusion to Jer 51:24-25—“Babylon” w/ 

Rev 17:5-6, 18) and the giving them the Kingdom (“rewarding your servants…”).  

(19)  “God’s temple in heaven opened…ark of His covenant seen in His temple” = The supreme sign that 

the Kingdom has been taken from the Jews, the ark of the covenant is revealed to be within the walls of 

the new Temple and Jerusalem—the heavenly one—of which the church is a part (Heb 12:22, 28; Gal 

4:26); “There were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake and heavy hail” = 

Refers to the Roman armies as they break through and topple the final walls, towers and barricades 

(think “rumblings, peals of thunder” and “an earthquake”) of Jerusalem (the old Kingdom/Temple of 

God) with their heavy weaponry and trample it all under foot (Rev 16:17-19; according to Josephus, this 

included catapulting large boulders—“heavy hail” and shooting fiery arrows---the very thing which 

Josephus also tells us put the Temple aflame –“flashes of lightning”).  In this last verse, Jewish history as 

God’s redemptive history comes to an end.  The transfer is complete and the former covenant (and its 

community) made obsolete (Heb 8:13).  

“The combination of the phenomena (flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, etc.) emphasizes 

(also) that God is appearing to execute the final judgment.” G.K. Beale 

 


