
Revelation 11 PART 2 

 

((REV 11:1-19)) 

I.  Preliminary Considerations 

1.  This chapter is primarily concerned with a temple (on earth = 1, 2, in heaven = 19) and a city (2-3, 8, 

13). 

2.  The destruction of the temple (on earth) and the city indicates the avenging of God’s people through 

judgment upon their enemies (v16). 

3.  The temple (on earth) is the Jewish temple (v1 – “the temple of God” contrasted w/ v19-“God’s 

temple in heaven”). 

4.  The city is Jerusalem (v2-“the holy city”; v8-“the great city…where their Lord was crucified”; Neh 

11:1; Isa 52:1; Mat 4:5, 27:53). 

5.  The Jewish temple and the city of Jerusalem depicted in chapter 11 are those existing during the first 

century (pre- 70AD)—and not some time thousands of years later (Disp:  a future temple in Jerusalem): 

6.  The city and temple destroyed in verses 1-14 are prophetic of Titus’ destruction of both over the 

course of 3 ½ years (42 mos.) during the Jewish War (v2). 

7.  The seventh trumpet immediately following in verses 15-19 therefore formally announces the 

finalization of God’s divorce from Israel and the transfer of the kingdom from them to Christ and His 

church where it will remain forever (v15). 

CHAPTER 11 REPRESENTS THE FINALIZATION OF GOD’S JUDGMENT AGAINST/DIVORCE FROM ISRAEL 

(THROUGH THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM AND THE TEMPLE) AND THE TRANSFER OF THE 

KINGDOM TO CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH FOREVER WHO ARE THE TRUE HOUSE OF JUDAH AND ISRAEL.  

 



(Isa 50:1; Jer 3:1-8 w/ Mat 21:43, 22:7, 23:32-24:1) (Jer 31:31-34 w/ Heb 8, 10:14-18) (Eze 39:25-29; Joe 

2:28-32 w/ Act 2:17-21) (Jos 1:5 w/ Heb 13:5) (Lev 26:21; Exo 29:45; Jer 31:33; Eze 11:20; Isa 52:11; Eze 

20:34, 41; Zep 3:20; Exo 4:22; 2Sa 7:8, 14; Isa 43:6; Jer 31:9; Hos 1:10 w/ 2Co 6:16-7:1) (Mat 5:17; Act 

13:32-34, 15:13-18; Rom 2:28, 9:1-6, 25-26 w/11:1-5, 15:7-9; 2Co 1:20; Gal 3:16, 4:26,6:16; Eph 2:11-

3:11; Phi 3:3; Heb 11:40, 12:22-23, 28; 1Pe 1:1-2; 2Pe 1:4; Rev 21:2, 9-10; Heb 11:40, 12:28).  

“In the first century the temple’s final destruction accomplishes God’s conclusive divorce of Israel.  In His 

New Testament divorce action God so dis-establishes her that redemptive history is no longer the story of 

a Jewish-focused, Israel-exalting, geo-political work as in the Old Testament.  God’s work now reaches 

out to ‘all nations’ whom will marry in Christ.” –Kenneth Gentry  

II.  Contextual Interpretation 

“The proper understanding of [Revelation 11] requires that we recognize a mixture of the figurative and 

the literal, the symbolic and the historical.  This is true in virtually every interpretive approach to 

[Revelation 11], even the attempted alleged literalistic hermeneutic of dispensationalism…This [however] 

should not surprise us in a book such as Revelation.  Such a mixture of figurative and literal is neither 

unprecedented nor uncommon in Scripture (ex. 2Ki 21:12, 13; Amo 7:8-9; Isa 34:11; Lam 2:8; Mat 17:11-

12; Joh 6:48-51; Heb 8:5; Rev 11:8)…”  --Kenneth Gentry 

Review for verses 1-6:  These verses communicate three things as the culminating result of the sixth 

trumpet: 

1) The preservation of the Jerusalem church (the true “Jerusalem”—Heb 12:22-23, 28 and 

“Temple”—1Pe 2:5; Heb 13:10 within Jerusalem and her Temple) (1). 

2) The destruction of apostate Jerusalem and her Temple (2). 

3) The witness of James and Peter to the Jewish people during this time (3-6). 

“No solution has ever been given to this portion of the prophecy” –Henry Alford, Dean of Canterbury 

“The plainest, most obvious understanding of a Scripture text should its interpretation when the 

immediate context, analysis of the book or analogy of Scripture itself offers no indications to think 

otherwise.” –Basic Rule of Hermeneutics 

(7-8) “finished their testimony” = (Rev 9:7 this verse is true not only b/c first century Judaism as a 
competing religion of Yahweh has been destroyed but also b/c the testimony to that apostate religion is 
complete—Consider Rom 11:7-11, 25-27 w/ Luk 21:24.  Jesus had made it clear that for (at least the 



original Apostles) their testimony would end in a Jewish city (Mat 10:23); “testimony” (Joh 3:11, 19:35; 
Act 22:18; Rev 1:2, 9, 6:9, 12:11, 17, 20:4); “the beast that rises from the bottomless pit” = Rome/Nero 
empowered/indwelt by Satan himself (Rev 17:7-9 w/13:1, 4); “will make war on them and conquer them 
and kill them and their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city that symbolically is called 
Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was crucified (and) for three and half days some from the peoples 
and tribes and languages and nations will gaze at their dead bodies and refuse to let them be placed in a 
tomb” =  The martydom of Peter and James by the hands of the Romans as they are thrown into the 
occupied portion/streets of the city by the Jewish zealots believing that this is why God has yet to 
deliver them (think Achan-Jos 7:11-12, Jonah-Jon 1:12, 15; Deu 13:5, 17:7, 12, 21:21; 22:21, 22, 24; Judg 
20:13; 1Co 5:13; consider also Joh 21:18—“carry you where you do not want to go”; 
“tribes…languages..nations” is a common way of referring to all people groups—Rev 5:9—or Gentiles in 
particular—Rev 7:9 w/ 1-8.  This refers to the Roman soldiers who would only “gaze” upon them after 
their death versus giving them a proper burial or letting them be “placed in a tomb.”  As we have seen 
already from the accounts of Josephus, the unburied bodies of the dead were strewn all over the city as 
the carnage and casualties of the Roman siege). 

(10) = This refers to the Jews who believed this would bring about their deliverance from the Romans 
(Consider previous stmts regarding Achan and Jonah as well as instruction from Due and Judg; Joh 16:2, 
20; “on the earth” (th/j gh/j); “torment” –Joh 11:49-50). 

(11) = This refers to the miraculous resurrection of James and Peter and the reaction of those who saw 
them (Consider again basic rule of hermeneutics; “breath of life” –Gen 2:7; “great fear/dread” is a 
phrase in the Bible often associated with miraculous acts of God—Num 22:3; Psa 53:5; Mar 4:41; Luk 
8:37; Act 5:5, 11). 

(12) = This refers to the miraculous ascension of James and Peter up to heaven (like Jesus) (Act 1:9; Rev 
4:1, 12:5). 

(13) = This refers to the major breach in the inner walls of the city which happen immediately following 
the ascension of James and Peter and which spell it and the Temple’s soon devastation.  This breach also 
exposes a large number (“seven thousand”) of Jews to the marauding forces and sword of the Romans.  
Among the Jews who witness this event (and are temporarily still safe) are those who realize its 
connection to the prior miracles.  As a result, they repent and turn to Christ.  In this both fruit for the 
witness of James and Peter is born and fulfillment regarding the “coming of Christ” and “the first century 
Jews” is realized (Rev 1:7; Zech 12:10-13:1; Mat 24:29-34; “tenth of the city” = this represents that last 
vestige of Jerusalem –including her Temple—which is not yet occupied by the Romans). 

(14) = The “second woe” refers to the destruction or removing of the kingdom from the Jews (which is 
what has now taken place).  The third (and final) “woe” is that it has been given to those the Jews 
despised—Christ and the church---this is depicted in the remaining verses.  (Consider again Rom 11:11, 
25-27—Israel has successfully been made “jealous” and at the same time “ungodliness has been 
removed from Jacob”—i.e. the apostate religion and “stumbling block” of first century Judaism)      


