
Revelation 10 PART 1 

 

((Rev 10:1-11)) 

I.  Preliminary Considerations    

-Chapter 10 represents a break in the sequence of the 7 trumpets, though not in the sequence of events 

which they represent (ch7 interlude=for those on earth; ch10 interlude=for John only). 

-The “mighty angel” is the one controlling the flow and fulfillment of events in the trumpets (5-6). 

-The fulfillment of the “mystery of God” is the goal of the trumpets (6-7). 

-The 7
th

 trumpet will bring these particular visions, their meaning and their fulfillment to completion (7, 

16:17). 

- The “little scroll” (and its message) is seen as historically relevant to John’s original audience, whereas 

the message of the “seven thunders” is not, and therefore sealed up (compare v4 w/9-11; Deu 29:29). 

-This event comes just before the Jerusalem is destroyed (in the seventh trumpet-ch11). 

II.  Contextual Interpretation 

CHAPTER 10 REPRESENTS THE SYMBOLIC RETURN OF JESUS IN 70AD. 

(Luk 21:20-28) 

(1)  “mighty angel…wrapped in a cloud, w/ a rainbow over his head, his face…like the sun…legs like 

pillars of fire” = Jesus Christ (Angel is a term used many times to refer to God Himself-Gen 22:11-16; Exo 

3:1-6, also Rev 14:14-15, 18:1; Dan 7:13; Exo 33:9, 34:5; Num 11:25, 12:5; Rev 1:7, Rev 4:3; Rev 1:15-16; 

Mat 17:2; also consider Isa 19:1—riding/coming in a cloud is a sign of judgment—1Th 4:17) 

*It is important to note that Jesus is identified in cryptic (versus clear terms) throughout the book: Rev 

1:13-18, 5:5-6, 9:13, 19:11-16 



(2) “little scroll open in his hand” = The (now broken/annulled) Old Covenant from chapter 5 (Exo 19; 

Neh 9&10).  It is called “open” because Christ has opened it (recall ch.5) and it addressed as “little” due 

to the fact that the curses associated with its annulment (think divorce) are coming to the end—which is 

the destruction of the Jerusalem—and most especially the Temple –signaling God’s presence is no 

longer among them/they are no longer His kingdom (Mat 21:43).  Christ’s work in exercising God’s full 

and final divorce from Israel is almost complete (Isa 50:1; Jer 3:8); “right foot on the sea…left foot on the 

land” = Represents Christ’s complete sovereignty and absolute authority to carry out what is about to 

take place—in judgment and transfer of the kingdom to the nations/world (recall again ch.5-“Who is 

worthy?”—also Rev 11:15; Psa 72:8 & Zech 9:9-11—about Messiah’s reign; Isa 42:10).  

(3) “a loud voice, like a lion roaring” = Additional indicators that this is indeed Christ Who is coming to 

earth in judgment (Rev 1:10, 5:5); “When he called out, the seven thunders sounded” = Most likely 

represents the Holy Spirit (Rev 4:5, 5:6 –“seven”; also Joh 16:13-14).   

(4) = what Jesus spoke was prophecy relevant to the far future –not the current historical context.  Like 

Paul (2Co 12) John is privy to such information, but not able to share it with us or his original readers 

(Rev 19:10; Dan 12:4).  (5-7) = The time had finally arrived for Jerusalem and the Temple’s destruction 

(v6 “no more delay”)—and for the prayers of the saints to be fully answered (Rev 6:10-11, 18:20, 19:1-

2).  As such, the seventh trumpet will accomplish that end (Rev 11:1-2)—and as a result the church 

(made up of both Jews and Gentiles) would become (through the preaching of the gospel) the new 

Jerusalem and commonwealth of God’s people.  This is the “mystery fulfilled…as announced to (Christ’s) 

servants and prophets (Mat 21:43, 24:14; Eph 2:11-3:6; also again Rev 11:15). 

(8-10) “the voice” =God from heaven (v4);  “take the scroll…take and eat it…” = hear and receive the 

message regarding the details of what is yet to come (Eze 2:9-3:14); “make your stomach bitter, but in 

your mouth…sweet as honey…sweet as honey in my mouth…my stomach was made bitter” = Similar to 

Ezekiel, the message would be bittersweet.  The reason this would be the case for John was due to the 

fact that it included not only the good news of redemption/deliverance for the Christian church as the 

new Kingdom of God, but also the condemnation/judgment and destruction of his people the Jews .  

‘Bitter” may also be an allusion to the suffering being experienced by the Jews (under God’s divine 

curse)—something emphasized in the previous trumpets (recall previous discussions in chs 8&9).  

Consider also again Ezekiel 3:14; like the scroll consumed there—so it is here—both are associated with 

judgment. 



(11) = Here is why John was to hear, receive (and subsequently write down/reveal) the remaining 

consequences associated with the little scroll (i.e. the curses of the Old covenant being annulled/ God’s 

divorce from Israel)—b/c this (too) was historically relevant to his original audience—as well as 

generations to come (“many peoples, nations,  languages and kings”)—including us!  This verse is 

therefore in reference to the remaining chapters of the book (11-22).  

In conclusion, it is important to note that when considering everything said in this chapter (especially 

the contrast which exists between the message of the scroll and the message of the seven thunders), it 

becomes apparent that what John is able to speak (and write down) from the scroll is historically 

relevant (since—what isn’t he cannot—i.e. the message of the seven thunders).  Hence, these verses 

serve as a sort of internal “time marker” for the book and its interpretation. 

 


