
Revelation 9 PART 2 

 

((Rev 9:1-21)) 

I.  Preliminary Considerations    

-The events of chapter 9 are a continuation of the events started in chapter 8:  the breaking of the 

seventh seal and unleashing of the seven trumpets. 

-Chapter nine contains the fifth and sixth trumpets which (like the previous four) do not represent a 

progressive sequence of events but rather an excursus of the same historical event:   

A. The last five months of the Jewish War and final siege of Jerusalem leading to her complete 

destruction by the Romans  (APR/70 – SEPT/70 AD) 

-Titus and his armies directly upon the walls of Jerusalem, no longer allowing anyone to come out of the 

city to freedom (or even slavery or death) but instead holding her remaining residents captive inside, 

while at the same time bombarding her through Roman heavy weaponry, machinery and ramps.  

General scriptural support: (Rev 9:10, 13-14, 10:7 w/Mat 24:2,14, Col 1:6, 23; Rev 11:1-2,8; Rev 11:18 

w/Rev 6:9-11, Luk 18:1-7, 19:43, 21:20-24; 1Th 2:14-16) 

 Support from historical scholarship : “Titus began the (final) siege of Jerusalem in April of 70.  The 

defenders held out desperately for five months…” –F.F. Bruce 

(What the different symbolic pictures in the trumpets are revealing and emphasizing…) 

B. The bitterness of suffering experienced by the Jews during this time. 

-The Jews’ suffering was the result of God’s curse and rejection of them for their rejection of Jesus and 

persecution of His people which God saw fit to carry out through the hands of both pagan foreign 

armies (i.e. the Romans) and demon-possessed Jewish zealots (Mat 22:7, 23:32-38). 



II.  Contextual Interpretation 

A. VERSES 1-12 (OF CHAPTER 9) REVEAL THE FIFTH TRUMPET AND THE BITTER SUFFERING CAUSED BY 

THE  DEMON-POSSESSED ZEALOTS WITHIN JERUSALEM’S WALLS. 

B.  VERSES 13-21 (OF CHAPTER 9) REVEAL THE SIXTH TRUMPET AND THE BITTER SUFFERING CAUSED 

BY THE DEMON-POSSESSED ROMANS WHO WILL EVENTUALLY BREAKTHROUGH AND KILL ALL THOSE 

WITHIN JERUSALEM’S WALLS . 

* A correction to last week’s correction:  demon-possession was something shared by both the Jews and 

the Romans during the five month siege (revisit Mat 12:38-45). 

“Christ teaches that during His earthly ministry He had cast out demons in Israel, but because of Israel’s 

resistance to His message, the demons will return in greater numbers within the ‘generation’.” –Kenneth 

Gentry 

“Had not the Jews been presented the Kingdom of God by Christ?  Are there not but two spiritual 

kingdoms:  The Kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan (Act 26:18; Col 1:13)?  Having rejected God’s 

Kingdom might it not be expected that they would receive the fruit of such rejection:  initiation into the 

kingdom of Satan, attended by his nefarious hosts?”  --Kenneth Gentry 

(13) = “…a voice from the four horns of the golden altar before the Lord” = The voice of Jesus—the 

slaughtered Lamb (Rev 5:6; Heb 7:27, 9:4-12, 24-26, 10:10-13). 

 (14) = “the four angels bound…” = This refers to fallen angels –or demons since the angels of God are 

not “bound” –only those who rebelled with Satan (2Pe 2:4; consider also Rev 16:12-14); “…at the great 

river Euphrates” = the area to the North of Israel commonly spoken of in the OT as the direction from 

which God brings foreign armies in judgment against her for her apostasy (ex.  Eze 1:4, 26:7, 38:6, 15, 

39:2; Isa 14:31; Jer 1:14-15, 6:1, 22; 10:22, 13:20, 25:9, 26, 46:20, 24).  The connection between the four 

angels and the river Euphrates is meant to communicate the spiritual nature/force driving these foreign 

adversaries who are being unleashed on the Jews: they are (like the Jewish Zealots) also demon-

possessed (Dan 10:13, 20-21).  This refers to Roman armies under Titus (as well as other Gentile 

armies—to be discussed in more detail in Rev 16:12 “kings from the east”, 14-“kings of the whole 

world”) and their entrance into Jewish War geographically from the north through Syria (and over the 

Euphrates river). 



“As in the OT parallels of the invader from the north, so here it is God who ultimately unleashes the 

corrupt angelic invaders.  These angels could be identified as the angelic counterparts to the wicked 

counterparts to the wicked nations who dwell at or beyond the Euphrates.”  --GK. Beale 

“The Euphrates River formed the boundary between Israel and the fearsome, pagan forces which God 

used to scourge against His rebellious people.”  --David Chilton 

“…the Euphrates was the traditional place and direction of Israel’s greatest enemies, Assyria, the captor 

of Israel…and Babylon…From the River Euphrates had come Sennacherib and Nebuchadnezzar, 

destroyers of Samaria and Jerusalem.” –Ralph Bass 

 (15) “…who had been prepared for the hour, the day, the month and the year…” = God (Christ) had 

sovereignly and actively decreed to send demons against the Jews (Judg 9:23; 1Sa 16:14-23); “were 

released to kill a third of mankind” = OR those living in the “third” of the land (of the Jews ).  This is 

therefore a statement communicating comprehensive destruction: those Jews living within the third 

part of the land (i.e Judea/Jerusalem) will be killed (similar language to what was discussed in 8:7-12). 

(16) = Literally “twice ten thousands of ten thousands” indicating that what is said is not to be calculated 

as an exact number but rather understood as an overwhelming, uncountable multitude which 

completely outnumbers the Jewish forces (Judg 6:3-5, 7:12; Psa 68:17; Jer 46:2-10, 22-23; Luk 12:1; Act 

21:20; Heb 12:22; Jud 14; Rev 5:11). 

“…its plural forms leave it too indefinitely stated to be calculated precisely.  Therefore a figurative 

meaning is demanded…” –G.K. Beale 

(17-18) = These verses represent yet another use of OT figurative language (“mouth, fire, 

sapphire/smoke and sulphur) communicating God’s judgment and destruction of the wicked (Gen 19:24 

28; Deu 29:22-23—spks of S&G’s destruction as “plague” (afflictions- ESV) just as it is in Rev 9:18; 2Sa 

22:9; Psa 18:1-8; Isa 34:9-10; Eze 38:22). 

(19) = Once more figurative speech.  This time meant to communicate the completely unbeatable power 

of the enemy armies coming against the Jews.  Even their weakness (i.e “tails”) were stronger than the 

Jews’ mightiest forces.  They were dominant from front (“mouths”) to back (“tails”); from beginning to 

end.  In other words, the enemy (i.e Romans) would be victorious without the possibility of defeat.  

Again, it is the message of Divine curse (Due 28:13 VS. 44; Deu 32:30; Isa 9:14, 19:15; Jer 37:10). 



(20-21) =These verses demonstrate hardness of heart and level of blindness among the Jewish nation 

during the time of the siege.  Even for those few who did survive the siege (and were subsequently sold 

into slavery to the surrounding nations and as bait for the gladiator arenas), there was no repentance or 

turning from those sinful practices which had brought such Divine curses upon them—which included 

more than just a rejection of the true God (Christ) and God’s true religion (Christianity) for idolatry—

(“worshipping demons and idols…”) which is what Judaism had become.  These verses demonstrate that 

there is a connection between bad theology and other sins:  sin in one area always breeds sin in others.  

The Jews were guilty of all the sins mentioned in these verses (Rom 2:17-24; Mat 23:32-36; Joh 8:54-55; 

Consider also: 1Co 15:32-33; As it relates to repentance: 2Co 7:10; 2Tit 2:24-26). 

“Titus also sent a great number (of the prisoners of war) into the provinces, as a present to them, that 

they might be destroyed upon their theaters, by the sword and by wild beasts; but those who were under 

seventeen years of age were sold for slaves.”  --Josephus (Wars, 6.9.2) 

“Now the number of those that were carried captive during this whole war was collected to be ninety 

seven thousand; as was the number that perished…eleven hundred thousand.” –Jospehus (Wars, 6.9.3) 


