
 

Revelation 6 PART 3 

THE SIX SEALS (cont.) 

((REV 6:1-17)) 

-REVIEW:   

I. Preliminary Considerations 

-Rev 1:1: symbolic, historically relevant 

II.  Contextual Interpretation  

-THE SIX SEALS REPRESENT THE EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE *FOREVER DIVORCE OF THE COVENANT 

NATION OF ISRAEL THROUGH THE FINAL DESTRUCTION OF HER HOLY CITY JERUSALEM AND **TEMPLE 

IN 70 AD. 

*The term “forever” is being used to distinguish it from the past when God threatened such divorce but never made it final or 

complete since He always took back (Jer 3:8 w/ 5:18…Jer 12:7-17, 16:14-15).  Now it will be final  and forever as a new Bride is 

taken (Mat 21:43; Rev 19:7)  

**The Temple was the sign of God’s presence and covenant w/them (Exo 25:8). Consider also the fact that when God destroyed 

Israel’s Temple in the past, not only did it have to be rebuilt but the covenant renewed (Ex. Neh 9:38-10:29) demonstrating that 

with the destruction of one there is the setting aside of the other.  This is seen also when God initially made covenant w/Israel: 

immediately He gives to them the plans to build the tabernacle/temple. 

-The famous “four horsemen” of the book are no doubt meant to draw our minds back to (Ezekiel 14:12-

20) where we see direct parallels to seals two, three and four:  famine (Eze 14:12-14; Rev 6:5-6); wild 

beasts (Eze 14:15-16; Rev 6:7-8); sword/war (Eze 14:17-18; Rev 6:3-4); plague (Eze 14:19-20; Rev 6:7-8). 

The fourth seal/rider (Rev 6:7-8) is also a summary of the previous two seals/riders (Rev 6:3-6) as well as 

a direct allusion to (Ezekiel 14:21) confirming for us (again) the focus of these divine judgments 

(Jerusalem!) 

A.  First Seal (1-2) = Christ bringing judgment against the nation of Israel, her holy city and temple as He 

promised He would do b/c of their unrepentant apostasy which was sealed in their murder of Him and 

(now His church) (Mat 21:43, 22:7, 23:37-39 w/24:30; 26:64; Luk 21:22).  How He carries out this 

conquest will be through the secondary means represented in the remaining seals  

B.  Second Seal (3-4) = Beginning of the Jewish War and the Roman’s slaughter of the Jews in their land 

(Galilee, Samaria and Judea) (Mat 22:7) 



C.  Third Seal (5-6) = Famine in the Roman Empire which is intensified in the land of the Jews due to the 

war. 

D.  Fourth Seal (7-8) = The atrocities of the Jewish War increase as the Romans move closer to 

Jerusalem; a fourth of the Jewish population falls victim to the sword, famine, pestilence and wild 

beasts.  

E.  Fifth Seal ((9-11))  

-This represents those first century Christian martyrs (persecuted witnesses) (including those in the 7 

churches in Asia Minor) who were martyred during the persecution of Nero (64-68 AD)  

Scriptural witness: underneath the altar (Rom 12:1, Exo 29:12, Lev 17:11 - "lives offered to God in 

sacrifice", Exo 12:7-13 -"people under the blood, out of the way of wrath", Mat 10:28); souls who have 

been slain (Rev 20:4 same people, waiting for victory, waiting  to reign); How long O' Lord (Psa 6:3, 13:1-

2, 35:17; 94:1-4; Luk 18:7--the cry of God's martyrs; being under the altar is what tells it is this kind of 

"how long?" versus Psa 79:5, 80:4, 89:43!) judging and avenging our blood (Rev 19:2--the theme of the 

book; what the righteous are to be praying for: Psa 5:10, 12:1-3, 35:1-8, 54:4, 56;7, 69:22-28, 94:1-

4,109:1-20; 2Ti 4:14; Gal 1:8-9, 5:12; 1Co 15:22; Luk 18:7-8; Act 4:29 --what about Mat 5:44?); white 

robes and rest (Rev 3:18 and 21--white robes are for those who will reign; 7:14--white robes are for 

those were martyrs for Jesus; Rev 14:13 - rest also points to the fact that they are indeed martyrs)    

-The purpose for them being placed in the current drama surrounding the apostate Jews and Jerusalem 

is two-fold: 

  1.  To indentify where true culpability lies for their death. 

-Though the majority of Christians made martyrs at this time were killed by the hands of angry Romans, 

the Roman edict which had brought such persecution against the Christians, was directly due to the 

instigation and influence of the Jews on the Roman government—including Nero himself. 

Scriptural witness:  (v 10: How long? -allusion to Zech 1:2 only in reverse!; "teis geis"; Rev 17:3, 6 w/18 

and 11:2; 19:1-2) 

Scholarly support: 

“Revelation appears to present an unholy alliance against Christianity, a Roman-Jewish alignment.”  -

Kenneth Gentry  

“Indeed, scholars generally admit that the Jews were responsible for Roman repression of Christianity.” –

Kenneth Gentry 

"If the martyr's blood is flowing around the base of the altar, it must be the priests of Jerusalem who 

have spilled it."  --David Chilton 



“(The Neronian persecution of Christians was accomplished)…through jealousy and envy (by the Jews)…” 

–Clement 

“…the persecution represented a triumph for the orthodox Jews, who were able, through influence of the 

Court, to shift the odium of the outbreak on to the hated schismatics, the Christian synagogue.  This they 

hoped to destroy at a single tremendous blow.  In the persons of Poppaea Sabina and the actor Tigellinus 

they had the ear of the Emperor, and they succeeded in so far as a great number of Christians were 

killed, including the leaders Peter and Paul.” –Frend   

“(the Jews) possessed very powerful advocates in the palace, and even in the heart of the tyrant; his wife 

and mistress, the beautiful Poppaea, and a favorite player of the race of Abraham.  These two suggested 

to Nero the new and pernicious sect of the Galileans, the Christians.”  --Edward Gibbon 

“Unless the evidence is misleading, (the Jews) instigated the Neronic outburst against the Christians; and 

as a rule, whenever bloody persecutions are afoot in later days, the Jews are either in the background or 

the foreground.” –Adolf Harnack 

“The Jews, working probably through Poppaea, the famous mistress and wife of Nero, whose 

superstitious nature led her to dally with Judaism, or through Alitururs, a favorite Jewish mime, took the 

opportunity of the great fire and the need for a scapegoat to save themselves and at the same time to 

wreak vengeance on the Christians.” –Herbert Workman 

“The Jews were disliked by the Romans (Josephus, Ap 2:66-92) and frequently stirred up trouble in Rome 

causing them to be expelled from Rome on other occasions (Suetonius, Tib. 36; Tacitus, Ann. 2:85; 

Josephus, Ant. 8:3:5).  They were rightly fear that the blame for the Roman fire might fall upon them and 

would therefore be moved to deflect attention to the Christians.” –Kenneth Gentry 

2.  To signal the beginning of the end (for the Jews) and the answer to the martyrs' prayers (for 

vengeance). 

-The "How Long?" language of the OT (whether in relation to others or self) is oftentimes the literary 

signal that their requests to God will now be granted.  And so it is here (Ex. Zec 1:12) 

-The day of vengeance promised by Jesus and pleaded by the saints (against theirs and God's enemies---

the Jews) will NOW fully realized---in the destruction of Jerusalem and her Temple:  the sign that God's 

presence has truly left them and they will no longer be His covenant people.  It is NOW truly the 

beginning of the end--THE BEGINNING of the ROMAN SIEGE (on the city). 

F.  SIXTH SEAL (12-14) 

 -This represents the beginning of the Romans' siege of the city of Jerusalem under general Vespasian's 

son Titus.  The siege began in April of 70 AD and the city (and Temple) destroyed by September of 70 AD 

(5mos---Rev 9:1-5-12). 



Scriptural witness:  earthquake, sun is black, moon is blood stars fall like unripe figs, sky rolled up, mtns 

falling, cave crawling = prophetic lang. indicating God's destruction of a nation in temporal judgment (Isa 

13:1-17, Eze 32:1-11; Joe 2:1-11, 25-31; Act 2:16-21= Joel's prophecy is beginning to be fulfilled again 

(against the Jews) and these are the signs!...why = vv22-33 b/c Jesus was Messiah and they killed 

Him...what's going to happen (in the fulfillment of what is quoted from Joel 2) = vv34-35---which is why 

they respond the way they do! v37  They knew what this prophetic lang. meant!--They were once more 

the target of God's coming temporal judgment); Mat 21:18-22 w/Rev 8:8 and 18:21; Mat 24:29; Isa 34:1-

5; Amo 8:1-9:4; Isa 2:12-21; Hos 10:1-10...Consider Jesus' words regarding timeframe:  Luk 22:26-30--

why weep for their children unless they would experience such things in their lifetime? Mat 24:34; Rev 

1:1, 3, 22:10); wrath of the Lamb (recall who is the first rider on the white horse!). 

Historical account: 

-This will be supplied when we discuss the actual events within the siege in chapters 8 through 11 and 

the Trumpets. 


