
 

Revelation 6 PART 2 

THE SIX SEALS (cont.) 

((REV 6:1-17)) 

-REVIEW:   

I. Preliminary Considerations   II.  Contextual Interpretation  

-THE SIX SEALS REPRESENT THE EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE *FOREVER DIVORCE OF THE COVENANT 

NATION OF ISRAEL THROUGH THE FINAL DESTRUCTION OF HER HOLY CITY JERUSALEM AND **TEMPLE 

IN 70 AD. 

*The term “forever” is being used to distinguish it from the past when God threatened such divorce but never made it final or 

complete since He always took back (Jer 3:8 w/ 5:18…Jer 12:7-17, 16:14-15).  Now it will be final  and forever as a new Bride is 

taken (Mat 21:43; Rev 19:7)  

**The Temple was the sign of God’s presence and covenant w/them (Exo 25:8). Consider also the fact that when God destroyed 

Israel’s Temple in the past, not only did it have to be rebuilt but the covenant renewed (Ex. Neh 9:38-10:29) demonstrating that 

with the destruction of one there is the setting aside of the other.  This is seen also when God initially made covenant w/Israel: 

immediately He gives to them the plans to build the tabernacle/temple. 

-The first four seals which present to us the famous “four horsemen” of the book are no doubt meant to 

draw our minds back to (Ezekiel 14:12-20) where we see direct parallels to seals two, three and four:  

famine (Eze 14:12-14; Rev 6:5-6); wild beasts (Eze 14:15-16; Rev 6:7-8); sword/war (Eze 14:17-18; Rev 

6:3-4); plague (Eze 14:19-20; Rev 6:7-8). 

-The fourth seal/rider (Rev 6:7-8) is also a summary of the previous two seals/riders (Rev 6:3-6) as well 

as a direct allusion to (Ezekiel 14:21) confirming for us the focus of these divine judgments (Jerusalem!) 

-What that means for the first seal/rider :  These “four severe judgments” (Eze 14:21) as well as 

everything else that takes place including those events  under the seven trumpets are all a part of His 

campaign of conquest (something that becomes progressively more clear as the meaning behind these 

things are further unpacked—especially as it relates to the identity of the first rider!).  In this way (then) 

he is seen as the *acting agent/responsible party behind the other riders yet different from them.     

*Acting agent/responsible party does not infer ultimate cause.  The ultimate cause of the events about to take place is the 

heavenly decrees revealed through the breaking of the seals.  Nonetheless, who or what carries such decrees out is always 

(from a biblical perspective) considered to be the responsible party or acting agent.  

 



A.  The First Seal (1-2) 

-This is meant to represent JESUS who (in conjunction with what has already been discussed) is the 

primary acting agent/responsible party in carrying out the conquest/destruction of Jerusalem through 

the judgments which follow in the rest of the text—even though He will use secondary means to 

accomplish His task (i.e. the Romans Mat 22:1-7). 

-Scriptural witness: white horse (19:11); crown and conquering (3:21, 5:5, 13, 11:15, 17:14 19:12); (Psa 

45:3-5—Heb 1:8 identifies this as a Messianic Psalm); Jesus’ prophecy (Mat 23:37-28, 24:1-3, 26-30, 

26:64 w/Rev 1:5); consider also regarding Christ being commanded to “Come!” (Rev 14:14-15)—there is 

also the possibility that it is John who is being commanded (see bib. footnote for “Come!” and John’s 

response in vv 1-2, 5, 7-8) 

-Historical account:  Jewish zealots convince many within Israel to start a revolt against Rome in 67 AD in 

an attempt to both gain their autonomy as a nation and gain dominance over the Roman Empire itself.  

As a result, Roman armies under general Vespasian are sent to Israel by Nero and destroy the city and its 

temple (The Jewish War 67-70 AD). 

-The Jews are convinced that this will be the fulfillment of Dan 9:24-27.  Ironically, they are right.  

Unfortunately, its fulfillment is just the opposite of what they were expecting! 

“But now, what did most elevate them in undertaking this war, was an ambiguous oracle that was also 

found in their sacred writings, how," about that time, one from their country should become governor of 

the habitable earth." The Jews took this prediction to belong to themselves in particular, and many of the 

wise men were thereby deceived in their determination.”--Josephus 

 

Special Mention:  Josephus-Who was he? 

-The vast majority of historical support for the view being taken in this study (especially the events 

surrounding chapters 6-11 come from the writings of Josephus.  The following are his credentials: 

-Born the son of a Jewish priest in 37/38 AD 

-Later became a Pharisee and military leader in the Jewish War. 

-Was captured by general Vespasian himself yet was spared and later became a trusted and close friend 

of the general even taking his family name of “Flavius”. 

-Took the position of mediator and historical reporter during the War, witnessing most of the action 

firsthand. 

-Wrote four major works during his life:  The Jewish War, The Antiquities of the Jews, The Life of Flavius 

Josephus and Against Apion. 



-Was considered by many early church fathers and historians to be the reliable source for information 

on the Jews during the first century. 

-Is considered among church historians and historical scholars today to be one of the greatest historians 

of the ancient world.  

  “Without the writings of Josephus, a connected narrative of Jewish history in (the first century) would 

be impossible.” –James L. Price 

B.  The Second Seal ((3-4)) 

-This is meant to represent the horrific slaughter of the Jews in two ways:  through the initial battles of 

the Jewish War throughout Judea, Samaria and Galilee; and through the civil wars which was the result 

of the first.  Slaughter is the appropriate word to use in both cases since many of the Jews who were 

killed (in either case) were “conscientious objectors” or women and children who were therefore non-

resistant or combative with their assailants. 

Historical witness:  

Re:  the Jewish War 

“The calamities…overwhelmed the whole nation in every part of the world…the inhabitants of Judaea 

were driven to the limits of disaster; thousands upon thousands of men of every age with women and 

children perished by the sword…” –Eusebius 

“ ‘Vespasian in the spring of AD 67, advanced against the rebels’ (Josephus).  They had 60,000 foot 

soldiers.  (The city of) Gadara was the first target,  They took it. ‘ He came into it, and slew all the youth, 

the Romans having no mercy on any age whatsoever; and this was done out of the hatred they bore the 

nation’ (Jospehus).  Jotapata was next, then Japaha where 15,ooo were (slaughtered) and 2,130 made 

captives.  It took longer to take Jotapata.  Then Mt. Gerizzim.  11,600 were slain.  Taricheae was next.  

6,500 were killed on land and in sea.  Gamala was next.  4,000 were (slaughtered), while 5,000 killed 

themselves by throwing themselves over precipices.  Then there was the small city of Gischala.  There 

they slew 6,000 women and children when many of the men fled to Jerusalem.  Vespasian and Titus also 

took other cities, and there were ‘disorders and civil wars in every city’ (Josephus)”. –John L. Bray   

Re:  The civil wars - From Josephus’ writings of these things, we can gather that the carnage from the 

civil wars was equally horrific as that produced by the Romans. 

“Now as to the attack the Zealots made upon the (Jewish) people and which I esteem the beginning of 

the city’s destruction, it has already been explained in accurate manner; as also where it arose, and to 

how great a mischief it was increased; but for the present sedition, one could not be mistaken if he called 

it a sedition begotten by another sedition, and to be like a wild beast grown mad, which. For want of 

food from abroad, fell upon eating its own flesh.” --Josephus 



“Every city (in Israel)  was divided into two armies encamped against one another, and the preservation 

of the one party was in destruction of the other; so the day-time was spent in the shedding of blood, and 

the night in fear…It was then common to see cities filled with dead bodies, still lying unburied, and those 

of old men, mixed with infants, all dead, and scattered about together; women also lay amongst them, 

without any covering for their nakedness; you might then see the whole province (of Israel) full of 

inexpressible calamities, while dread of still more barbarous practices which were threatened, was 

everywhere greater than what had already been perpetrated(by the Romans)”.  –Josephus  

-Scriptural witness: red horse (Rev 14:14-20 w/Rev 1:5, Mat 26:64); take peace from the earth (“teis 

geis” = the land (or land of the Jews-Act 10:39), Rev 1:7; Luk 19:41-44, 21:20-22—flee to the mtns since 

the land is no longer peaceful 23:28-31); slay (“sphazoe” = to slaughter.  It is not the normal word used 

for battle implying that that what did take place was more characterized as the murdering of non-

resistants than actual fighting between two parties , Ex.  Jer 52:10);  great sword (the term “sword”  

throughout Scripture refers to war.  Ex. Isa 1:20).  

C.  The Third Seal (( 5-6)) 

-This is meant to represent the famine which came upon the entire Roman Empire and intensified in the 

land of Judea due to the War, most specifically the city of Jerusalem as Titus and his troops set up camp 

on the Mount of Olives in preparation for the siege.  The Romans effectively curtailed the food supply 

coming into the city as means to encouraging its surrender.  However, those in control among the Jews 

refused to admit to defeat; choosing rather to rob their own people of what little food have and watch 

them starve. 

Scriptural witness: black horse (Lam 4:1-8-11) scales…quart of wheat …three quarts of barley for a 

denarius (Lev 18:24-28, 26:26; Deu 28:15-34; Isa 24; Eze 4:10-16) oil and wine (1Sa 12:17-19) 

Historical account:     

-Ancient historian Tacitus records that famine encompassed the entire Roman Empire during this time 

and at one point was so bad there was only fifteen days supply of food even in Rome itself.  

 “Moreover, besides the brining on of the war, (the Zealots) were the occasions of sedition and famine 

therein (in the city of Jerusalem).” –Josephus (Wars, 4.3.3) 

“A resolution was now taken by Titus to relax the siege for a little while, and to afford the seditious an 

interval for consideration, and to see whether demolishing of their second wall (in Jerusalem) would not 

make them a little more compliant, or whether they were not somewhat afraid of a famine, because the 

spoils they had would not be sufficient for them long…”  --Josephus (Wars, 5.9.1) 

“The madness of the seditious did also increase together with their famine, and both those miseries were 

inflamed every day more and more; for there was no corn which anywhere appeared publicly, but the 

robbers came running into, and searched men’s private houses; and then, if they found any, they 

tormented them worse, because they supposed they had more carefully concealed it.  The indication they 

made use of whether they had any or not, was taken from the bodies of these miserable wretches; 



which, if they were in good case, they supposed they were in no want at all of food; but if they wasted 

away, they walked off without searching any farther…Many there were who sold what they had for one 

measure (i.e. an entire day’s wages); it was of wheat, if they were the richer sort, but of barley, if they 

were poorer.  When these had so done, they shut themselves up in the innermost rooms of their houses, 

and ate the (food) they had gotten; some did it without grinding it, by reason of the extreminity of the 

want they were in, and others baked bread of it, according as necessity and fear dictated them; a table 

nowhere was laid for a distinct meal, but they snatched the bread out of the fire, half baked, and ate it 

very hastily….But the famine was too hard for…modesty…insomuch that children pulled the very morsels 

that their fathers were eating out of their mouths, and…so did the mothers do to their infants; and when 

those that were most dear were perishing under their hands, they were not ashamed to take from them 

the very last drops that might preserve their lives…when (the people) saw any house shut up, this was a 

to them a signal that the people within had gotten some food; whereupon they broke open the doors 

and ran in and took the pieces of what they were eating almost up out of their throats, and this by force; 

the old men, who held their food fast were beaten; and if women hid what they had within their hands, 

their hair was torn for so doing; nor was their any (pity) shown to the aged or infants, but they lifted up 

children from the ground…and shook them down upon the floor…They also invented terrible methods of 

torment to discover where any food was, and they were these: to stop up the passages of the privy parts 

of the miserable wretches, and to drive sharp stakes up their fundaments! And a man was forced to bear 

what is terrible even to hear, in order to make him confess that he had but one loaf of bread, or that he 

might discover a handful of barley…”  --Josephus (Wars, 5.10.2-3)   

-Josephus also tells the story of a woman who had lost everything but her baby to blood-thirsty Jews.  

And in an act of wicked desperation, decides to kill and roast him, eating half of him, and  keeping the 

other half for later. (Luk 23:28) 

D.  The Fourth Seal ((7-8)) 

-This is meant to represent the scene in an around Jerusalem as the existing tragedies intensify and new 

ones are added to them in the form of plague and wild beasts.  This seal and its rider also express the 

scope of those tragedies upon the population of the Jews. 

Scriptural witness:  ashen horse (lit. pale unto death—which is the identity of it’s rider, Death); Hades 

(Luk 16:23-the place for dead unbelievers.  Believers do not go to Hades); to kill a fourth of the earth 

(“geis” =Land of the Jews: Galilee, Samaria and Judea—the places where a fourth of the Jewish pop. 

have been killed by the Roman armies); kill…famine, pestilence, wild beasts (Eze 14:21; Lev 26, Deu 28--

“this fourfold plague represents an intensification of that which was represented in the first three seals” 

–Robert Mounce). 

 

 

 



Historical witness: 

“…the severity of the famine made them bold in thus going out (of the city); so nothing remained but 

that they were first whipped, and then tormented with all sorts of tortures before they died, and were 

then crucified before the wall of the city…(The Romans) every day caught five hundred Jews; nay some 

days they caught more…(And) the soldiers out of wrath…nailed those they caught…to the crosses, by way 

of jest …(until) room was wanting for the crosses and crosses wanting for bodies…this sight kept many in 

the city…yet did some of them run away immediately…esteeming death from their enemies to be a quiet 

departure, if compared with that of famine…” –Josephus (Wars 5.11.1-2) 

“…all hope of escaping was not cut off from the Jews, together with their liberty of going out of the city.  

Then did the famine widen its progress, and devoured the people by whole houses and families; the 

upper rooms were full of women and children that were dying by the famine; and the lanes of the city 

were full of the dead bodies of the aged; the children also and the young men wandered about the 

market-places like shadows, all swelled with famine, and fell down dead wheresoever their misery seized 

them.   As for burying them, those that were sick themselves were not able to do it; and those that were 

hearty were deterred… by the great multitude of those dead bodies, and by the uncertainty there was as 

to how soon they should die themselves, for many died as they were burying others, and many went to 

their coffins before that fatal hour was upon them…the famine confounded all natural passions…and not 

enduring the stench of their dead bodies, (the Jews) had them cast down from the walls into the valleys 

beneath.  However, when Titus, in going his rounds along those valleys, saw them full of dead bodies, 

and the thick putrefaction running about them, he gave a groan.” 

-Though Josephus does not mention either pestilence or wild beasts in his writings, it is a well known 

fact that when you have that amount of dead bodies in open exposure, with it comes both pestilence 

and wild beasts (Ex.  1Sa 17:46; pestilence due to dead bodies in Indonesia, Haiti) It is interesting to note 

that though it is at the end of the siege itself, when Titus finally takes Jerusalem, he spares the young 

men whom he sells to different Roman provinces “as a present to them, that they might be destroyed in 

their theaters, by sword and by wild beasts.” –Jospehus  (Wars, 6.9.2) 

-As it regards those who died (by these things) being a fourth of the Jewish population in the land, we 

have no way to confirm this.  However, Josephus does tells us that the number of those that did perish 

during the entire war was “eleven hundred thousand” (Wars, 6.9.3)---1.1 million---which means that the 

entire population at the time the wars began needed to be somewhere in the ball park of 4 ½ million; a 

number which is very close to Adolf Harnack’s estimation of Jews living in the 60’s AD—he est. 4.2 

million (Ausbreitung des Christentums, Leipzig, 1902). 

 


